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Dear parents, we hope this newsletter finds you well. 

School update: We would like to say well done to everyone for completing the first full week of school, 

particularly our new Reception children who have completed their first week of school and been in full 

time, which is a fantastic milestone! It has been great for all members of the school community to 

experience all of the new systems and protocols across a whole week and for the children to be part of 

that. Once again they have been tremendous in the way they have adapted and settled into a full week’s 

curriculum, meaning we have been able to really get back into our learning routines. We know they will all 

now need a well earned weekend break to recharge and come back ready and re-energised on 

Monday. 

Handwriting: As many of you are aware, in school we teach all of the children, from Year R up, to write in 

joined, cursive script. Research has proven that the benefits of cursive writing include strong links between 

increased word recognition, more accurate recall of spelling patterns and improved fluency and efficiency 

in writing production.  All children in school work on developing their handwriting in lessons linked with 

specific GHASP skill development (Grammar, handwriting, spelling and punctuation). We do therefore use 

the e-teaching application ‘Letterjoin’ to support the children in the development of this script, 

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/ . The consistent practice and repetition of these letter formations is key to 

embedding this script and to aid with this consistency we are again sending home login information so all 

children can work on Letterjoin at home. The Letterjoin site ties in exactly with the letter formations and 

techniques we use in school, allowing children to practice and consolidate their handwriting at home, also 

developing their skills through additional worksheets or tasks. We have therefore sent home separate details 

of how to log in on various platforms.  If you have any additional questions or would like further advice on 

how best to support handwriting development, please feel free to follow this up with your children’s class 

teacher. 

Water bottles: Pupils are encouraged to come to school with their named bottle filled with water, avoiding 

juice or soft drinks. They can then, of course, refill them during the day. One key to boosting our capacity to 

learn and to ensure we remain healthy is to keep well hydrated throughout the day and as such we 

encourage regular water intake across the school day.  

 

Uniform and PE kits: Just as a reminder to please continue to ensure all children are coming to school 

wearing the full, correct school uniform, including black shoes, and can we please ask that all uniform is 

clearly named, especially all jumpers and coats.  

Regarding PE kit: can we also please ensure the correct kit is in school at all times, again being named, and 

as we detailed last week, to allow us to go outside as much as possible, we would also ask that children 

come in with additional warmer kit. This can include tracksuit trousers and a warmer fleecy top or hooded 

top. They may also like to bring in a thinner waterproof cagoule/jacket and as the weather turns colder we 

are also happy they wear wooly hats. As part of our whole school Covid-19 protocols we will be sending all 

PE kits home on a Friday afternoon to be washed and returned to school on Monday. Thank you for your 

on-going support with this.  For more information please see: http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/uniform/  

 

 

We wish you all well and stay safe.  Mr Bolton 
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