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Dear parents, we hope this newsletter finds you well. 

School re-opening:  I wanted this week to try and address the announcement that was delivered regarding 

schools. We are fully aware that the re-opening of schools and the decision to send pupils back or to keep 

them at home remains a delicate and very much a personal decision for each family, balancing health 

concerns as well as wellbeing, educational worries and often economic factors as well. We also know that 

many parents were keenly waiting for clarification this week that there was going to be a planned end 

point, or a set date, for a definitive return for more pupils across more year groups. 

Unfortunately the information delivered this week has not been as clear as we had hoped for. We do now 

know that additional year groups will not be returning to school before the end of the year but we do not 

yet have clarity on what a return in September will look like. There is also now the aim for summer catch up 

programmes, which I must be clear on from the outset – we, as a school, have had no additional 

information or clarification on what these will be and how they will actually be delivered.  

This, we are aware, is not a particularly clear or reassuring national picture and I can fully understand that 

many of you will be feeling concerned. Whilst we cannot provide answers to the national questions, we 

can, I hope, provide some reassurance for you at a school level.  

As a school we are now abundantly aware that this announcement does change the educational and 

sociological landscape. Many of you will now be returning to work, or being expected to work more from 

home, meaning you will naturally have less time to commit to home learning. We are also very aware that 

this news could be deflating to the children in terms of their on-going motivation to complete home 

learning, as well as their emotional wellbeing, as the potential time gap to a return to school will now seem 

even wider. 

We are not going to fire off quick fix answers to you today or lay out plans that we have not yet fully 

researched or organised, but please be assured that our maximum priority now is on developing solutions 

and strategies that can address what is now going to be a long term absence from schooling for many of 

our pupils. This will encompass: adapting and refining our home learning provision to generate increased 

teacher connection and interaction with pupils, planning ahead for how we can bridge learning gaps and 

missed curriculum time when we do return, and finally to plan as creatively as we can do logistically for a 

September return. 

Please be assured we remain absolutely committed to finding the best solutions we can to maximise our 

academic and pastoral support for all of our pupils and families. This is an uncertain time in education but 

we will find a way through and we will do everything we can to make that way as successful as possible. 

Please maintain your positivity and energy as we are so grateful for all that you are doing, and have done, 

to support home learning with the children and we know it has not been easy.  

Children: hang in there. Keep helping your parents and give them a break as please do realise it is not easy; 

they never ever thought they would have to be teaching you for this long at home, along with looking after 

you, feeding you and often balancing all this around work commitments. We know many of you are 

desperate to come back to school and to see all of your friends, but we must also listen to the science and 

medical advice and balance this desire with keeping you all healthy and safe. We will return and we will be 

back, but we all have to stay patient. 

  Birthdays:  

As we have said, we want to keep everyone as connected to the school as possible in this time of enforced 

absence. Therefore, this week we celebrated birthdays between the 8th and the 14th June, so Happy 

Birthday to: Emily, Shane, Connie and Finley. Please visit:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nNWrIv8RyA 

to see the video.   

We wish you all well and stay safe.     Mr Bolton 
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