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Weekly Bulletin No. 21        14th February 2020 
 

 Bratton Primary School   

Dear parents, 

Technology week: This week, our normal timetable has been 

extended through a diverse range of technology based activities, 

providing many different learning opportunities to enrich the 

curriculum. As a school we have focussed on all aspects of 

technology, with the key learning messages in all the work that 

innovation comes from thought and application, through: addressing 

a problem or need, thinking about solutions to that problem, testing 

those solutions, trying, failing, reviewing and then starting that whole 

process again; a great mindset with which to approach all learning, 

tying in with our whole school Growth Mindset approach. Classes 

have all worked on individual challenges across the week, they have 

all built a Rube Goldberg machine and on Thursday morning all 

classes rotated to work with two different teachers on new 

challenges, which was a tremendous experience for both pupils and 

adults. We have also been lucky enough to have additional 

contributions from Mrs Starr, who talked to every class about 

databases and how data is used and manipulated and Mr Pearce 

who came and worked with Lemur class on forming accurate square 

foundations, using spirit levels, laser measurement, as well as more 

traditional wood and plum lines. We concluded the week with a 

whole school assembly where all classes reviewed their weeks 

learning and some parents were able to then join us at 3pm to enjoy 

a brief snapshot of the week in each classroom. Overall, it has been a 

great week in school and the children have responded with 

enthusiasm and determination to explore the new learning 

opportunities. We would like to thank all the staff for their work and 

additional preparation and once again to all the parents who have 

contributed or supported the week in any way.  

Class update: As part of our drive to enhance our communication 

with all stakeholders about what happens in learning time, across all 

year groups, we have introduced ‘class updates’ in the newsletter. 

This will mean that periodically each class will create an entry for the 

newsletter, updating us all on the learning they have recently been 

undertaking, also giving pupils an additional platform to share their 

work and explain their understanding. Our class update this week 

comes from Lemur class: 

Lemur Class: 

This term, Lemur Class have been thoroughly enjoying our Great Fire 

of London topic! We have explored what life was like in 1666 and 

looked at how historians have gathered evidence about the fire using 

a range of sources, such as Samuel Pepy’s diary and artefacts found 

amongst the debris of burnt houses. We have role-played working in 

 

Upcoming Events 

Mon 24th      

 

 

- 3.30pm Creative Arts & 

Craft Club 

- 3.30pm KS1 Dance Club 

 

Tues 25th       

 

 

 

- 9.05am Whole School 

Assembly 

- (Birthdays 24/02 to 01/03) 

- Lunchtime Reading 

Challenge/Library Club 

- Guitar & Violin Lessons 

- 3.30pm Problem Solving & 

Construction Club 

- 3.30pm KS2 Dance Club  

 

Wed 26th      

 

- Forest School – Year 4  

- 3.30pm Gymnastics Club 

 

Thur 27th   

 

- 3.30pm Basketball Club 

 

Fri 28th  

  
 

- Zebra Class – Family Friday  

 

 

 

Achievement Assembly 

 

10 merits: 

 Alfie & Henry 

 Millie & Shane 

 Jacob, Karamvir and Lilly 

 Flora 

25 merits: 

 Alannah, Emma-Leigh, 

Jessica and Theodora 

 Daisy  

 Martha & Poppy 

 Alemay, Evie and Rufus 

Headteacher’s Award: 

 Rosie 
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the bakery at Pudding Lane and acted out the key events from the 

fire. In design and technology, the class learnt how to bake bread rolls 

by following a simple recipe and working in teams. The children have 

then used all these experiences to produce some high quality writing 

in English and history lessons. 

The culmination of our learning has been designing and building 

Tudor houses as part of our technology week activities. On 

Wednesday morning, Lemur Class, as well as several other classes 

from across the school, watched as the children’s models were set on 

fire as part of a Great Fire of London recreation. They enjoyed seeing 

how fast the fire would have spread from house to house and we also 

took this opportunity to talk about fire safety at school and at home. 

During technology week, as well as creating a 3D model of London, 

Lemur class have taken part in many other challenges. We have 

been writing stories about a machine that goes wrong. On Tuesday, 

we were very fortunate to be joined by two different parents, who 

took the time to speak with us about how they use technology in their 

jobs. From Mrs Starr we found out about how databases can be used 

to store and sort enormous amounts of information and from Mr 

Pearce we learnt about the technology used in the building trade to 

layout the square base of a house and then how to check the 

foundations and walls are level using plumb lines, lasers and spirit 

levels. On Thursday, the children designed and built pulley systems to 

lift a 500g weight and, finally, today, they have been working hard to 

create a machine based on those built by the inventor Rube 

Goldberg. 

 

 

Half term: Finally we wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable half term 

and look forward to seeing you all back here on Monday 24th 

February. 

Mr Bolton 

 
 

Future Dates 
 

 

Last Day of Term 3 

Friday 14th February 

 

Start of Term 4 

Monday 24th February 

 

FOBS Disco 

Friday 6th March  

 

Lions Concert at  Matravers (Yr 5 and 6) 

Thursday 19th March 

 

FOBS Bingo 

Saturday 21st March  

 

End of Term 4 

Friday 3rd April 

 

Inset Day 4 

Monday 20th April 

 

Start of Term 5 

Tuesday 21st April 

 

FOBS Bug Hunt 

Saturday 2ndMay 

 

KS2 SATS Week  

Monday 11th –Friday 15th May 

 

KS1 SATS Week 

Monday 18th – Friday 22nd May 

 

Matravers Year 6 Information  Evening  

Tuesday 19th May  

 

End of Term 5 

Friday 22nd May 

 

Inset Day 5 

Monday 1st June 

 

Start of Term 6 

Tuesday 2nd June 

 

Edington Village Fete  

Saturday 13th June 

 

Bikeability Training 

Thursday 18th 7 Friday 19th June 

 

Matravers Year 6 Transition Days 

Wednesday 24th & Thursday 25th June 
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Governor Report 

This week the children have been enjoying their Technology week. I 

have seen first hand the excitement this has brought and also the 

enriched learning opportunities. The Thursday morning class swap gave 

the children a chance to work with other teachers on a technology 

challenge. They used problem solving and team working skills to come 

up with their solutions and to improve on them. I was impressed 

throughout my class visits with the enthusiasm and focus of all the 

children during these activities and of the varied solutions they came up 

with. The children have obviously enjoyed this exciting week and have 

taken away lots of learning on problem solving and improving a 

solution.  

Kimberley Cooper - Parent Governor 

 

School Council news: 

Our main aims of the School Council are to work with the children and all people who work at 

our school to make it a better place, as well as to improve the lives of others beyond our school.  

So far this year we have held a very successful fundraising week for Children in Need, where we 

raised £255.76 by: organising lots of fun party games at lunchtime for KS1; a whole school Joe 

Wicks Big Move workout; a KS2 teacher take over afternoon; a cake sale and a mufti day.  We 

have also interviewed Marion Grout, Chair of the Governors, to find out about her role and to 

discuss how we want our governors to help us.  We look forward to meeting with more 

governors next term.  Our school really values the views of our children.  This term our main focus 

has been to ask children to tell us about how they think our school can be made even better.  

This included asking about how staff can improve our learning environments and playtime, how 

we can know our OKR personal goals better and areas where teachers can make our learning 

more challenging.  This gave staff lots of great ideas and they now have an action plan of 

improvements.  Next term we will be following up these school improvement ideas.  We will also 

be holding a fundraising week for Sport Relief from 9th – 13th March.  We will be organising lots of 

fun activities including: a guess the ball competition; a whole school physical activity; a sports 

questions challenge trail; selling the official Sports Relief wristbands; a mufti day and a design a 

new sport competition, with exciting prizes for KS1 and KS2.  We will send out more details after 

Half-Term.   
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Recruitment 

We are looking for an MDSA to join our friendly and valued team to 

supervise the children during lunch and play. The post is for 3 

lunchtimes per week. 

You will be required to initiate and encourage positive play and 

activities, both on the playground and indoors on wet days and 

assist in the lunch hall when required. We can offer: 

• A stunning village school environment  

• Opportunities for Professional Development  

• An opportunity to work with a friendly and welcoming staff 

A job share would be considered. We can offer you an engaged, 

determined leadership team, supportive Governors and motivated, 

enthused children. Visits to see the school at work are welcome and 

encouraged. 

£8.55ph – 3.45 hours per week. 

Application forms are available from the school. 

 


