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Dear parents, we hope this newsletter finds you well. 

 

Home learning 

It seems amazing that we are already into and through the second week of home learning and as a 

staff we reflected this week on how so much has happened so rapidly across these last two weeks. We 

would like to thank you for all that you are doing to support the children, and us as teachers, in 

delivering and facilitating home learning, as we know that current circumstances mean finding the 

right balance between working from home, supporting learning and managing day to day home life is 

a challenge for us all. If you are experiencing any problems, or have any concerns or questions at all 

regarding home learning, please do not hesitate to contact us via the school email 

admin@bratton.wilts.sch.uk or via phone on 01380 830511.  

Class emails 

Please do also continue utilising the class emails. We have been delighted to receive a really positive 

amount of communication from yourselves already this week, scanning in or sending in photographs of 

the children’s work, or sending teachers photos of the children learning at home, so we thank you for 

this.  This feedback is invaluable to help staff plan future learning and also gives the teachers a clearer 

idea on how the work they have planned is being understood and explored at home, so please keep 

the emails coming. This class email is also a great platform for you to ask for feedback on the work you 

send in, or to ask any questions relating to home learning that you may have. We look forward to this 

tool continuing to allow for increased interaction and support between children, parents and staff. 

Microsoft Teams 

We have this week finalised our plans and protocols for introducing live teaching, adding this into our 

package of resources and tools to facilitate a blended learning approach, i.e. a range of learning and 

teaching approaches. We therefore today sent out a separate letter in which we explained the 

schools rationale for using Microsoft Teams, how we will be using this learning platform, the schools 

expectations and protocols, as well as the practical instructions for setting up and accessing these 

lessons. We will be using these live teaching inputs in addition to our pre-recorded teaching inputs on 

our YouTube channel, with both of these platforms supporting the teacher led learning provided via 

the class pages on the school website. We look forward to the first live lessons on Tuesday. 

PE and sport at home 

We are aware that with learning from home, and with the national restrictions impacting access to 

recreational sport and exercise, we therefore wanted to keep looking out for additional chances to 

support physical activity at home. PH Sports deliver our specialized PE provision in school and they 

have set up ‘the lockdown Olympics’. We have signed the school up for this and we have attached a 

flyer with this week’s newsletter. They will be sending out a new challenge every week across the next 

four weeks and children are encouraged to have a go, keep track of their scores and email them in 

and schools will be ‘competing’ against each other to track their performance in each event. We look 

forward to seeing what the first challenge is! We will also keep looking out for further PE we can 

facilitate at home, such as Joe Wicks workouts https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1 and 

please also have a go at the skipping challenges available at https://www.wiltssport.org.uk/get-

informed/news/2942-skipping-challenges . 

We wish you all well and stay safe.  Mr Bolton 
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