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Dear parents, we hope this newsletter finds you well. 

School re-opening: Following the newsletter last week, there have this week been further announcements 

and indications of ways ahead from the Government in relation to education. This has also coincided with 

some relaxations in terms of the country being further opened up, whether that be through wider 

categories of shops or indeed opening some leisure facilities.  

At present, the directives for schools have been refined, but not significantly altered. Access to school has 

been prioritised, with key workers and vulnerable pupils at the top of that priority list, followed by Years R, 1 

and 6 and at present the guidance for all other year groups is based on “if school capacity allows.” As we 

have outlined across this process, one of the major hurdles to re-opening a school to increased pupil 

numbers is staffing. Government guidance on pre-existing medical conditions meant it was right and 

proper, in line with our duty of care as employers, to review all of our staff. Following this review and a full 

consultation with Public Health England, this meant that 8 of our staff were sent home for their own well-

being to isolate/shield, in line with national guidance and under instruction from Public Health England. This 

was an entirely precautionary measure, in line with the guidance.  

As of this week we have once again worked through all guidance with public health England, the DFE and 

Wiltshire and the outcome of this thorough review is that at present, none of our currently isolating staff will 

be able to safely return to work. All of these staff will continue working from home, playing a key and active 

role in supporting the school, facilitating home learning and carrying out remote administrative roles, but 

this means that as a school we remain on a significantly reduced staffing profile. In the meantime we are 

being as flexible and creative as we can with the staff available in school, utilizing class rotas and creative 

allocation of class groups to ensure that as many children as possible can come into school across a week.  

We want to thank all of you again as parents for your on-going support, understanding and resilience 

throughout this pandemic. Please do know that as a school we are carefully considering every option 

available in order to safely support and facilitate school access for as many pupils as we can. We are also 

working diligently on planning for the new academic year ahead, and will of course update you all on 

those plans when we have completed them. In that vein, we welcome the funding for catch up 

programmes and now await clarification on the finer details and how we can fully utilise that for our whole 

school community.  

As outlined last week, we remain fully committed to continuing supporting and refining our home learning 

provision and have already started to increase the volume of video teaching inputs from our staff via our 

YouTube channel, allowing the children to have their learning led directly by their teachers at home, and 

we will continue to further expand this approach. We are also exploring additional interactive teaching 

approaches and will clarify more in the coming week. 

We really are so grateful for everything you are doing at home in support of the children and, borrowing a 

line from Dame Vera Lynn: we will all meet again and that time is definitely getting closer.  

Birthdays:  

As we have said, we want to keep everyone as connected to the school as possible in this time of enforced 

absence. Therefore, this week we celebrated birthdays between the 8th and the 14th June, so Happy 

Birthday to: Evelyn, Caitlin and Iris. Please visit:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04bSfssDCHU  to see 

the video.   

   

We wish you all well and stay safe.     Mr Bolton 
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