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Weekly Bulletin No.3         21st September 2018 
 

Bratton Primary School 

 

Dear Parents, 

Big Write: Last Friday saw classes undertake their first Big Write of the year 

and it was great to hear the children talking enthusiastically about their 

writing tasks in the morning, following their talk homework (please see 

below) and their energised conversation at home.  The excitement and 

energy from the children about their writing was palpable in the morning 

GHASP and planning sessions. After break the whole atmosphere in school 

changed to one of calm focus on their independent writing, ending with 

reflective discussions and peer editing to improve the work, completing the 

process. It was tremendous to walk around the school and see all the 

children immersed and engaged in the writing process! Please do come 

and see this week’s Big Writers of the week celebrated on the board 

adjacent to the entrance, also getting a flavour of the range of tasks the 

children undertook last week. We look forward to the next Big Write on 

Friday 28th September.    

The idea of talk homework is:  

- A chance to talk the children’s ideas through, thinking about what they 

are going to write in the Big Write lesson the following morning. (The 

prompt sheet will always offer support in this). 

- This can be done over dinner, before bed, whilst doing teeth etc.  

- It does not have to be written down but is a vital chance to bash out 

ideas and let the children think about the task, being invaluable in 

helping the children generate starting points, also keeping you 

involved and connected with their development as writers.  

- The most important reason for the talking homework is to develop their 

thought process and ideas...if they do not experience discussing and 

verbalising their ideas, how can we expect them to write them down? 

- They will then work in class to formulate the written plan they will use for 

the task. 

On the day:  

1. There will be a lively, engaging ‘warm up’ lesson that focuses on the 

GHASP skills needed in that genres, followed by the shared generation, 

refinement and planning of ideas for the Big Write. 

2. The teacher will model and scaffold what successful writing in that 

session will look like. 

3. An undisturbed writing session, with candles, music, and calm focus. In 

this session teachers will stop and take learning breaks where children 

may ‘magpie’ ideas or the teacher will refocus children on core 

success criteria. 

4. At the conclusion the children will read their writing and edit with a 

partner, helping each other to make improvements, celebrating their 

learning. 

Displays: We are always keen to welcome you into the school to look at the 

children’s work and share in their learning progression. Every class has a 

display board along the main corridor, leading to the hall, focussing on their 

maths and English learning. The Big Write is celebrated on the board 

adjacent to the entrance. We encourage you to come and have a look 

and indeed always look forward to welcoming you in to school to share in 

 

Upcoming Events 

Mon 24th      

       

Drum Lessons 

3.30pm Antelope Class Meeting 

3.30pm Craft Club 

3.30pm Reading Club 

 

Tues 25th             

  

9.05am Whole School Achievement 

Assembly (Birthdays 24/09 –30/09) 

Guitar lessons 

Violin Lessons 

3.30pm Meerkat Class Meeting 

3.30pm Netball Club 

3.30pm Ukulele Club 

 

Wed 26th   

 

             

Thur 27th  

     

 

 

Fri 28th          
 

12.45pm Choir Club 

3.30pm Tag Rugby Club 

  

Swimming Lessons at Westbury Pool 

- Antelope Class 

3.30pm Football Club 

 

3.30pm Recorder Lessons 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Bratton Primary School Coat 

Another order for school coats 

will be placed on Wednesday 

26thSeptember.  

Please speak to Mrs Oakham in 

the school office if you wish to 

place an order. Coats are 

priced at £20 each. 

Thank you. 

Achievement Assembly 

Headteachers Award: 

Annabelle  
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your children’s learning.  

Coats: As the seasonal weather is kicking in now, can we please ask that all 

children come to school with their school sweatshirt and a coat during these 

months, ensuring they are able to take full advantage of the playtimes and 

breaks whilst remaining protected from the elements. Thank you. 

Water bottles: Pupils are encouraged to come to school with their named 

bottle filled with water, avoiding juice or soft drinks. They can then, of 

course, refill them during the day. One key to boosting our capacity to learn 

is to keep well hydrated throughout the day and as such we encourage 

regular water intake across the school day.  

Mr Bolton  

 

 
 

Future Dates 
 

Antelope Class Meeting 

Monday 24th September 

 

Meerkat Class Meeting 

Tuesday 25th September 

 

Harvest Festival 

Wednesday 24th October 

 

End of Term 1 

Wednesday 24th October 

 

Start of Term 2 

Monday 5th November 

 

Inset Day 

Friday 23rd November 

 

End of Term 2 

Friday 21st December 

 

Inset Day  

Monday 7th January 

 

Start of Term 3 

Tuesday 8th January  

 

End of Term 3 

Friday 15th February  

 

Start of Term 3 

Monday 25th February 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


