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Dear parents, we hope this newsletter finds you well. 

Welcome back:  I did briefly summarise the first day of our return to school in an email to you all 

yesterday, but I would today like to formally welcome everyone back to school for the start of the new 

academic year. As I briefly outlined yesterday, it has been fantastic to have the school once again 

feel so energized and alive with learning, discussions, play, exploration and conversation; it has been a 

long time coming and we have been delighted to welcome everyone back this week. On behalf of 

the whole staff I would like to pass on how proud we all are of the way the children have adapted to 

and followed the new protocols and systems we have in place to ensure their safety, in adherence of 

all Covid-19 regulations. The children have been calm, positive and a great credit to the school, 

themselves and you all. We are all naturally going to take a little time to adapt to the new routines and 

systems, but as the days progress they will become more fluent and familiar, whilst maintaining their 

main purpose, which is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the whole school community. We would 

also like to take this opportunity to thank you all as parents and carers for your ongoing understanding 

and support for the school as we get back to full capacity and full time education. We are very 

pleased with how the first two days have gone and now look forward to our first full week, starting on 

Monday. 

PE kit: Within the Government guidelines there is a strong drive to ensure maximum physical activity 

and exercise, running in tandem with maximum safety. We are therefore naturally being encouraged 

to use our outdoor learning spaces as much as possible. These spaces allow for greater freedom of 

movement for our pupils and allow us as staff to create greater social distancing. With this in mind we 

are therefore aiming to go outside for PE lessons as much as possible. PE kit wise, we are therefore 

asking that the children come in with their correct house t-shirt and shorts, as we are able to teach 

indoor PE, whilst following all correct safety and cleaning protocols. To allow us to go outside as much 

as possible, we would also ask that children come in with additional warmer kit. This can include 

tracksuit trousers and a warmer fleecy top or hooded top. They may also like to bring in a thinner 

waterproof cagoule/jacket and as the weather turns colder we are also happy they wear wooly hats. 

With this appropriate clothing we can then plan for and deliver a wider range of PE and Games 

lessons outside, for more of the time, allowing our pupils richer learning and increased physical activity. 

Thank you for your support with this. 

Break and lunchtimes: Continuing on the note of maximizing physical activity, you may have had a 

conversation with your children explaining that we are now encouraging them to change into their 

trainers for break and lunchtimes. As we now have staggered playtimes, which are also taking place in 

class groupings, this also means we have to set out specific zones children can play in to preserve 

social distancing. In order that we can maximize the space the children have available we are 

therefore keen that they can access all spaces, including some of the field and grassed areas. 

Wearing trainers will better allow them to do this, as well as allowing them to really run, jump and play 

with the equipment provided in full confidence they will not be damaging their school shoes. It will also 

allow us to then change their shoes once inside the building, limiting the bringing in to school of 

additional mud and dirt from outside. So far this has proved effective and the children seem to be 

enjoying the comfort and confidence the trainers are giving them that can play with full energy and 

exuberance. Can we therefore please aim to ensure children have their trainers/plimsolls in school 

every day. 

 

We wish you all well and stay safe.  Mr Bolton 

 

 


