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Term 2 

Topic- The Ancient Egyptians 



Dear parents and families,  

 

We hope the children have had an enjoyable 
half term break after a successful first term 
in Antelope class. They have so far 
responded well to the challenges of year 4 
and 5 and we look forward to seeing them 
strengthen their positive learning attitudes 
in term 2. Due to the vast scope of the topic 
of Ancient Egypt and there being so much 
more to explore, we will be continuing it this 
term. The children were thoroughly engaged 
in our topic last term and have arrived back 
with an eagerness to get stuck in and 
further their knowledge and understanding. 

 



In maths, we will complete our learning and 
development of the core skills by focusing on division. 
Year 4 will use the formal written method of short 
division to answer questions and two-step word 
problems. Year 5 will learn the long division method and 
use this to answer questions that involve dividing by a 
two-digit number. 

Then, the children will order and compare fractions, 
convert between mixed numbers and improper fractions 
before adding and subtracting fractions with the same 
denominator (Year 4) and different denominators (Year 
5). We will apply our multiplication and division skills to 
find fractions of amounts and then year 5 will continue to 
multiply fractions by whole numbers. 

After that, we will recognise properties of shape. This 
includes different types of quadrilaterals and triangles. 
We will estimate, draw and measure acute and 
obtuse angles and Year 5 will also look at reflex angles. 

Finally, we will read, write and convert time between 
analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour clocks. We will then 
solve word problems, involving converting between units 
of time. 

 



stly 

In English, the children will continue learning about 
and developing different genres of writing and some 
of this will be taught through our topic of Ancient 
Egypt. This term these genres will be: instruction 
writing, newspaper reports and poetry.  

First, we will understand the purpose and features of 
instructions and then we will learn about the 
required grammar and punctuation that is needed 
when writing a successful set of instructions, for 
example: prepositions, imperative verbs, adverbs, 
time conjunctions and parenthesis.  

Next, the children will be learning about newspaper 
reports and will lead up to writing a newspaper 
report on Howard Carter and his discovery of the 
tomb of Tutankhamun.  

Then, we will move on to poetry. The children will be 
looking at poems based on a theme and the chosen 
theme is their aspirations and goals. Lastly, we 
will finish the term with work on the Christmas 
Poem, 'A night before Christmas'. 



Reading/GHASP 
Our class book continues to be, 'Secrets of a Sun King' by Emma 
Carroll. The children have really engaged with the text so far and are 
always eager for us to keep reading. They have already produced 
quality work from the book, and we will continue to use this in 
guided reading lessons and writing activities.  

Guided Reading sessions will be taught as a whole class again this 
term, and will consist of the children developing their summarising, 
predicting, inference, skimming and scanning skills to discuss the 
events of the text and answer written and oral comprehension 
questions. 

We would like to take this opportunity to re-emphasise the 
importance of continuing to read with your child at home and for 
your child to continue to read once a day, whether that is to 
themselves or with someone. They also need to be writing in their 
reading records. The children can write in their own reading records 
to document when they have read to themselves and to challenge 
themselves further by sharing their opinion, offering any thoughts or 
even predictions about the text. The children's reading has been 
assessed during the first term and they know their levels. It is 
important that the children have at least one book on the Oxford 
Reading Scheme if they are on this, and then they can choose one 
other book to read alongside this.  

 

 

 

 

 



As said previously, our topic this term 
continues to be Ancient Egypt. Last term 
we mainly focused on the daily life of 
Ancient Egyptians, including the River Nile 
and its uses, school, jobs, food, 
entertainment and the civilisations' 
accomplishments. We also learnt about the 
pyramids, including who built them and 
the stages the pyramids were built in 
before the first ‘true pyramid’ was 
completed.  

This term, we will be covering the beliefs 
and religions of Ancient Egyptians, such as 
Gods, Goddesses and mummification. We 
will also be focusing on the life of 
Tutankhamun and the discovery of his 
tomb in 1922, before finishing with 
hieroglyphics.  



Science- In science, we will be exploring humanity's positive 
and negative impact on living things within the environment, 
both locally and globally. We will recognise how humans can 
increase biodiversity by developing environments, e.g. country 
parks and nature reserves, and investigate the impact of 
deforestation, ocean pollution and global warming on the eco 
system. 

Art- In art, this term we will be drawing a link from our Ancient 
Egypt topic and mummification to design and make our own 
canopic jars out of clay. We will learn about what they were used 
for, what the designs meant and how we can begin making our 
own, using different clay joining and moulding techniques. 

Computing- In computing, the children will be learning to 
design, write and debug programmes by using the Scratch 
programming software. They will use sequence, selection, and 
repetition in the program and will create a sprite (character), 
make the sprite talk, perform repeated actions, move and have a 
conversation with another sprite.  



PE- The children will again be taking part in PE on 
a Wednesday and Thursday; therefore they will need to 
make sure they have their full PE kits on these days. We 
will be making use of the playground, even in 
rainy weather, so they will need a warm track suit top 
and bottoms, especially as we enter the colder months. 
On Wednesday, their lesson will be with the PE coach 
and on Thursday we will be developing our skills and 
teamwork in Netball, with Miss McMillan. We 
will understand the rules of the game and build our 
throwing, catching, attacking, defending and shooting 
ability. Then , we will apply this to a game. 

RE- This term, we will continue to develop our knowledge of Hinduism and 
their beliefs. We will identify and learn about their gods; their importance and 
the stories they tell of them. We will learn about the significant festivals 
Hindus celebrate, just in time for Diwali. 

Music- Music will be taught using our music scheme 
Charanga. This term we will be using glockenspiels and 
learn to play the notes D, E and F. They will learn to play 
simple songs on the glockenspiel and be able to listen to 
and repeat patterns. They will also be able to practise and 
perform a musical piece.  



Useful information 

• Big Write will continue to take place every other Friday, with talk homework 
being brought home by the children the Thursday before.  

• The children's homework will be given out on a Thursday and will be due in 
on the following Tuesday.  

• PE lessons will remain on a Wednesday and Thursday so please ensure your 
child has their PE kits in school on these days.  

• The children need their trainers in every day to wear them at breaktime and 
lunch time.  

• It is a good idea for the children to have a healthy snack for breaktime to 
provide them with the essential energy they need to learn.  

• As the weather is getting colder, please also ensure that your child has a 
school jumper and a coat with them every day.  

• The children require a named water bottle in school with them every day.  

 

We are looking forward to an exciting and engaging term ahead. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via the office.  

Regards, 

Mrs Stewart, Miss McMillan and Mrs Smith 


