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BRATTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
 Learn - Have Fun – Succeed  
Headteacher: Mr. Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire,  BA13 4RL 
 
 

Term 5 Curriculum Antelope Class 
 

 
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
We hope that you have had a lovely Easter and that the children are ready to blast off on out of this world 
learning adventures in Term 5!   
 
A central theme in our learning this term will be Earth and Space.  In Science, the children will explore 
scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas about the Earth’s shape and the movement 
of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun, considering the work of scientists such as Ptolemy, 
Alhazen and Copernicus.  The children will use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night, 
examining why the Sun appears to move.  They will investigate the time of day at different places on Earth.   
 
In English, the children will be inspired by a wide range of powerful description in poetry such as ‘In the Cave’ 
by Sean Forbes and ‘The Magic Box’ by Kit Wright.  They will use their senses and imaginations to write their 
own space-themed poetry, focusing on choosing ambitious vocabulary and being able to refine their 
compositions.  We will then explore the key features of biographies of real people, building up to writing their 
own biography of a fictitious space explorer.  In GHASP sessions (Grammar, Handwriting, Spelling and 
Punctuation), the children will learn to use fronted adverbials of place, time, number, manner and degree in 
their writing.  They will learn about further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them to root 
words.  They will learn to spell further words from the Year 4 and 5 National Curriculum lists. The children will 
have an additional GHASP session with Mrs Sealy once a week this term.  The children will continue to be 
supported to increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting.  In Guided Reading 
sessions, we will continue our fortnightly rotation of; group discussion, word games, poetry learning/recital, 
reading apps on the laptops and independent pre-reading of texts prior to group discussion. Thank you in 
advance for your continued support with home reading.  We will shortly be sending home further suggestions 
of questions to aid discussions with your child when they read to you and when you read higher level texts to 
them.  
 
In Art, the children will journey to where stars are made by examining colours and tone in nebula 
photographic images taken by the Hubble Telescope, including the Pillars of Creation.  They will learn how to 
use pastel techniques to create their own space-inspired images.  
 
In Music, the children will learn to perform space themed songs and raps and orchestral music associated 
with space exploration. They will compose and perform their own musical background to accompany the 
poem ‘Space Shot’ by Gareth Owen. 

 
Maths lessons this term will extend previous learning and introduce new skills. The children will develop their 
ability to solve problems involving multiplication and division.  They will multiply two-digit and three-digit 
numbers using formal written methods and use the short division method, with remainders.  The children will 
read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24 hour clocks. They will solve problems 
involving converting between units of time.  They will also convert between different units of metric measure 
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and use approximate equivalences between metric units and common imperial units such as inches, pounds 
and pints. They will also estimate, compare, calculate and problem solve about volume and capacity. 
 
In Geography this term, the children will develop and apply the map skills from their Maths lessons last term, 
in preparation for the Year 4 residential trip to Braeside in Term 6. The children will learn to use symbols and 
keys to build knowledge of the UK and the wider world by identifying landmarks shown on Ordnance Survey 
maps. They will learn to use the eight compass points to describe routes on a map and use grid references to 
locate places.  

 
In Computing, the children will continue to create and peer review their own website about animals, including 
adding pictures, links and embedding content.  They will present their website to the rest of the class and 
provide a rationale behind choosing the content that they have used. 
 
Our Personal, Social, Health Education this term will focus on feelings associated with life changes and 
keeping safe when playing outdoors, including where and how to get help.    
 
Religious Education will explore the role of pilgrimage for Christians and Muslims.  This will include finding 
out about the Hajj for Muslims and Lourdes for Christians, when and where these pilgrimages take place, 
what happens, the variety of reasons believers give for making or not making a pilgrimage, the actions 
completed on pilgrimage and their significance for believers. 
 
In P.E. lessons on Tuesdays, the children will develop football dribbling, passing, receiving and shooting 
skills and learn turning tricks.  The children will learn cricket skills with myself and Miss Wozniak on 
Wednesdays. Please ensure that your child has a full, correct and named P.E. kit in school every day 
and that earrings, when possible to remove, are not worn to school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  
 
Mrs A. Smith will continue to teach the children French every Thursday. 

 
Maths and/or English homework will continue to be set every Thursday, to be handed in on the following 
Monday.  There will also be a short talking homework every other Thursday, in preparation for the Big Write, 
which will take place the next day. We request that all Homework Books are in school on Mondays, even if 
homework has not been completed, so that new homework can be transported home securely.   
 
You may have heard your child talking about our whole school idea of a ‘learning pit’, where we grapple with 
challenges effectively and without self-criticism, to be able to grow our minds and master new skills. Last 
term the children explored the importance of actively seeking challenge in their learning and applying key 
strategies to work their own way out of the learning pit.  These are displayed as prompts in the classroom 
and are reinforced in lessons and assemblies.  We will continue to promote these strategies throughout this 
term and look forward to seeing the powerful effect that this approach can have on attitudes towards learning 
and self-esteem.   

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child.  I am 
always available for a chat after school in person or by phone and I am happy to make an appointment in this 
case. We will be writing to Year 4 parents and carers later this term to confirm the trip itinerary and packing 
requirements for our Braeside visit in Term 6. 
 
 
 
Thank you in advance for your support this term. 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Mrs Abi Rich, Mrs Sarah Smith, Mrs Kim Harvey and Miss Josie Hunt        
Antelope Class Team 
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