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BRATTON  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 
 Learn - Have Fun – Succeed  
 Headteacher: Mr Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire,  BA13 4RL 

 

Welcome back. We hope that you had an enjoyable Christmas break and we wish you a 
happy new year. We are now already one third of the way through the academic year 
and we want to ensure that we continue to make the most of every learning opportunity 
over the coming terms. 

The next two terms are vital in ensuring that your child maximises their learning progress 
and with this in mind we ask thank you for your on-going support. Please continue to 
encourage them to rest, eat well and stay healthy to ensure that attendance is optimised. 
 
We have seen huge developments in individual and indeed the whole class' approach to 
their learning throughout the last two terms. The children are more open to challenge 
and feedback and they are showing increased focus upon their learning. We will 
continue to support the children in developing their independence and sense of 
responsibility towards their learning, their attitudes and behaviour and we greatly value 
your on-going support with this.   
 
The structure of the week remains the same, with Mrs Denham teaching on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays and Mrs Sealy on Thursdays and Fridays. In addition to this, 
all of the children will receive support from Mrs Whitefield, who works in the class full 
time. Each Wednesday the class will be taught PE by Jade Wozniak.  
 
There is a slight change to the organisation of the Big Write this term to enable Mrs 
Denham to lead these sessions this term. Big write will happen every other Tuesday, 
starting on Tuesday 16th January. This means that this term talk homework will come 
home with your child on a Monday.  
  
Throughout the last term, we carried out several observations and assessment activities 
to continually monitor your child's progress. We have now analysed the outcomes of 
these activities and we will be putting further interventions into place to both support and 
challenge all of the children. 
 
Our cross curricular theme for this term will be the Geography of the UK. We will be 
studying maps and map symbols and using atlases to locate counties and key physical 
features of the UK. As part of our study of UK geography, the children will be learning 
about rivers and mountains and the water cycle. We will use OS maps to study the local 
area and hope to get out into the village to apply our map reading skills.  
 
In English lessons, some aspects of the children’s writing will use the topic as a context 
and to provide a purpose where appropriate. We will also use other contexts to ensure 
that the children experience a range of genres for different purposes. The children learn 
specific grammar and punctuation skills throughout each 'unit'. In addition to this they 
also have weekly handwriting and spelling focussed lessons. This term will begin with 
the children writing non-chronological reports linked to the science topic of 'changing 
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state'. Following this they will write an extended narrative, using the story 'Midnight Fox' 
by Besty Byers to inspire their writing. Making another link with our topic, the children will 
write newspaper reports featuring a UK landmark. The term will finish with the children 
reading Wordworth's poem 'On Westminster Bridge' and using this as a model to write 
their own poem about the local landscape. 
 
In Maths lessons this term, we will be developing the children's understanding of 
fractions, focussing upon equivalence and addition and subtraction of fractions. We will 
also begin to make the link between fractions and decimals, by converting between the 
two. There will be further opportunity for the children to practise and improve their use of 
formal written methods for calculation as they solve a variety of word and logic problems. 
Through maths lessons and in the context of geography we will teach the children about 
co-ordinates, making a link to map reading skills. We will also use our topic as a context 
to teach the children about statistics by interpreting a variety of data linked to UK 
weather.  
 
Our science topic for this term is 'Changing State'. We will be exploring the properties of 
solids, liquids and gases, learning about the water cycle and identifying what happens 
when we heat and cool a variety of materials. The children will be involved in many 
practical activities, using equipment and conducting scientific investigations in a safe, 
methodical manner. Children will develop their skills in asking scientific questions and 
measuring results accurately, using a range of scientific equipment. 
 
As part of the computing curriculum, the children will learn more about the functionality of 
a variety of programmes, including Publisher and PowerPoint to present their work in a 
range of ways. We will also focus upon E-Safety, exploring ways to use technology 
safely and respectfully, including how to report concerns. 
 
The children will be taught PE by Miss Wozniak each Wednesday. These lessons will 
focus upon improving the children’s team work and hockey skills. The children will also 
be taught gymnastics by Mrs Sealy on Friday afternoons. Please ensure your child has a 
full PE kit in school every day. They need named shorts and t-shirt for indoor PE and 
jogging trousers, trainers and a jumper for outdoor PE.  
 
How can you help?  
The children are being taught the skills to help them to become better learners. Please 
continue to discuss their learning with them regularly, getting them to reflect on both their 
successes and failures. Talk about how they can learn from their mistakes and let them 
see you as a learner as you share your own experiences. Look for ways that you can 
challenge them with new experiences and opportunities to encourage them to have a 
growth mindset, by trying new things and in turn reflecting upon their approach and the 
outcome.  
 
Homework can be a valuable tool to support your child when it is linked to class based 
teaching and learning. Frequently, it provides the children with the opportunity to 
deliberately practice and consolidate skills taught in lessons that week. We thank you for 
your on-going support in encouraging children to complete the activities assigned and 
returning it on the required day.  
 
Maths homework will be set by Mrs Denham every Wednesday and should be returned 
by the following Monday. English homework will be set on a Friday to be returned the 
following Thursday. The tasks are carefully devised to support and extend pupil’s 
learning and are often used as a basis for further work in school. Occasionally the 
children will receive homework linked to other subject areas, but we will inform you of 
this. The children will receive talk homework prior to a Big Write and please remember 
that this is a discussion piece and designed to help to provide your child with some ideas 
for the writing task the following day. If you wish to support your child to make notes they 
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may find that helpful but it is not an expectation that they write all of their ideas down. 
Please encourage your child to ask questions to clarify their understanding or to seek 
support from us if they are unsure of how to approach the task set. 
 
We also encourage the children to read regularly at home and to complete their reading 
journals, which need to be handed in each Monday. We understand that many children 
prefer to read silently to themselves but it is very important that they read aloud too. 
Please hear your child read and discuss the book with them at least twice a week, then 
make a note of this in their reading journal. There will occasionally be a task set to focus 
the children's reading for the week; please encourage them to record their response in 
their reading journal. Discussing your child's reading with them is vital in enabling them 
to develop their comprehension skills. It also helps to develop their writing skills, 
especially when you help them to extend their vocabulary, understanding the role of 
punctuation and the structure of the writing. Please also continue to encourage them to 
read aloud confidently and with expression. 
 
We look forward to another very successful and focussed term.  If you have any 
questions or wish to discuss anything at all, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mrs Denham, Mrs Sealy and Mrs Whitefield  
Antelope Class Team 
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