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BRATTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
 Learn - Have Fun – Succeed  
Headteacher: Mr. Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire,  BA13 4RL 
 
 
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
Welcome back to Antelope Class.  We are really looking forward to the exciting learning ahead for Term 4, 
which is outlined in this letter.  The learning this term will target skill gaps identified in our ongoing 
assessment and further extend learning, to ensure that every child reaches his or her potential.  .   
 
Our focus in English will be stories set in faraway lands, linked to the texts ‘Cloud Tea Monkeys’ and 
‘Mysterious Traveller’ by Mal Peet and Elspeth Graham.  The children will examine the features of excellent 
examples of narratives set in faraway lands, focusing on using a richer vocabulary to describe settings and 
characters and incorporating dialogue to convey mood and feelings.  In our non-fiction learning, the children 
will acquire persuasive writing skills, applying these techniques to write formal letters to argue the case for a 
point of view relating to animals in captivity.   
 
In GHASP sessions, the children will learn about further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add 
them to root words.  They will learn to spell further homophones/near homophones and words from the Year 
4 and 5 National Curriculum lists. They will learn to use a wider range of conjunctions to extend sentences 
and expand noun phrases using more ambitious adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases. They will 
improve their ability to organise their ideas into paragraphs and punctuate direct speech.  The children will be 
supported to increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting. 
 
We will continue our new style Guided Reading sessions, with a fortnightly rotation of group discussion, word 
games, poetry learning/recital, reading apps on the laptops and independent pre-reading of texts prior to 
group discussion. Thank you in advance for your continued support with home reading.  We will be sending 
home further suggestions of questions to aid discussions with your child when they read to you and when 
you read higher level texts to them.  
 
Maths lessons will build on and extend learning from previous terms and introduce new skills.  The children 
will develop their understanding of fractions and decimals and apply these skills to solve measuring and 
money problems. In Geometry, we will focus on co-ordinates, reflections and translations.  Our statistics 
lessons will be linked to our Science and Geography this term, as the children learn to interpret and present 
data using graphs and timetables.  The class will continue to have an additional Maths session with Mrs 
Sealy once a week, with a focus on mental maths skills.  
 
Our Science topic will explore living things and their habitats.  The children will identify, sort, group and 
classify living things from the local habitat and beyond, linked to our English writing.   
 
We will examine physical and human features of eastern Europe in Geography, using maps, photos and 
internet research to compare this region with Wiltshire.  We will plan a travel itinerary for a trip to an eastern 
European city and discuss the physical and human effects of the impact of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster.  
 
In Computing, the children will plan, create and peer review their own website about animals, including 
adding pictures, links and embedding content.  They will present their website to the rest of the class and 
provide a rationale behind choosing the content that they have used. 
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In Art, the children will write about scientific drawings used to classify animals and the ‘Microsculpture’ 
insects of Levon Biss. They will learn how to critique art by studying and reviewing the work of Eugène 
Séguy, a French entomologist who published many portfolios of insect illustrations and textile designs from 
the turn of the century to the 1930s. They will learn to scale up sketches from photos of tropical insects into 
large oil pastel pictures.  We would be very grateful if you could provide an old shirt or apron for your child to 
keep in school for these lessons.  Thank you to those who have already done so.   
 
The learning in Music will develop the Chinese pentatonic scales explored in Term 3.  They will listen to 
pentatonic music from different parts of the world, matching pieces to their country of origin before 
composing pentatonic melodies using a note trail. They will learn to perform off-beat vocal rhythms and 
identify them in a song.  
 
Our Personal, Social, Health Education will focus on coping with feelings such as stress and anxiety.  The 
children will also learn about the effects of smoking and how to make choices for themselves, including being 
assertive.   
 
Religious Education will explore the meaning of Easter for Christians, through symbols and rituals.  We will 
discuss ideas of sacrifice and forgiveness and Christian beliefs about Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 
In P.E. lessons on Tuesdays, the children will complete a range of running, jumping, throwing and catching 
activities, comparing their performances with previous ones and working as a team to understand how to 
improve on their individual personal bests.  They will keep a record of their scores/times to create an ongoing 
time line graph to apply maths skills to a real life context.  The children will learn to apply hockey skills in 
lessons with myself and Miss Wozniak on Wednesdays. Please ensure that your child has a full, correct 
and named P.E. kit in school every day and that earrings, when possible to remove, are not worn to 
school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. The enthusiasm amongst our class for tracking personal fitness is 
wonderful but we request that, for health and safety reasons, the expensive Fitbit style watches that some of 
the children use for this are also kept at home on these days. 
 
Mrs A. Smith will continue to teach the children French every Thursday. 

 
As in previous terms, Maths and/or English homework will be set every Thursday, to be handed in on the 
following Monday.  There will also be a short talking homework every other Thursday, in preparation for the 
Big Write, which will take place the next day. We request that all Homework Books are in school on 
Mondays, even if homework has not been completed, so that new homework can be added.   

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  I am always available for a chat 
after school in person or by phone and I am happy to make an appointment in this case. I also look forward 
to discussing your child’s individual progress at our Parents Evenings in the week beginning Monday 13th 
March.  Our Class Achievement Assembly will now be on Tuesday 28th February at 9.05a.m.  We do hope 
that you can join us. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support this term. 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Mrs Abi Rich, Mrs Sarah Smith, Mrs Kim Harvey and Miss Josie Hunt        
Antelope Class Team 
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