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BRATTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
Learn - Have Fun – Succeed 
Headteacher: Mr. Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, BA13 4RL 

 
 
           
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
Happy New Year! We hope that you have had a lovely Christmas and the children are rested and ready for an exciting 
term ahead.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for our Christmas gifts, cards and good wishes, we 
were very touched.  
 
This letter will outline the themes of our learning in Antelope Class in Term 3. In English the children will be exploring 
the key features of Legends and applying these to their own stories. As always, at the heart of our English lessons are 
high quality texts.  This will include tales about mermaids and Welsh selkies, including two beautifully illustrated books, 
‘Can you catch a Mermaid?’ by Jane Ray and ‘The Seal Children’ by Jackie Morris. As part of this topic, the children will 
write letters to go in a bottle. We would be very grateful if you could save 500ml drink bottles for this.  The children 
will also be thinking about other mythical creatures associated with the UK and will write and act out a TV news report of 
a mythical beast spotted in the UK.  Finally, they will apply the key features of effective newspaper reports to write an 
article about the capture of the beast. In our GHASP sessions (Grammar, Handwriting, Spelling and Punctuation) the 
children will learn how to use apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession, degrees of possibility using adverbs 
or modal verbs and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech. They will learn how to spell further suffixes, homophones 
and words from the Year 4 and 5 Primary Curriculum word lists.  The children will continue to be taught how to write in 
neat, legible, joined handwriting, with the expectation that writing should be of a high quality across all subjects and all 
stages of the writing process.  
 
This term we will be adopting a new whole school approach to our Guided Reading sessions.  These will include a 
rotation of focused discussion groups to target specific reading and comprehension skills, word games, pre-reading of 
texts for future discussion, book reviews, reading applications on the laptops and learning poetry by heart for recital. We 
cannot emphasise enough the impact that reading both with and to your child at home can have on his or her love of 
literature and ability to discuss what they have read. We therefore greatly appreciate the time and support you provide 
and ask that your child’s Reading Record is in school every day so that we can discuss what they have read and 
monitor/guide the challenge level and genre of books that are selected.  We will be including some new questioning 
ideas to support you in your discussions at home each week, as part of the homework set on a Thursday.  
 
In Maths this term, we will be introducing new skills as well as mastering those taught earlier in the year.  The children 
will learn how to measure and calculate the perimeter and area of shapes.  They will compare and classify geometric 
shapes, including quadrilaterals and triangles, based on their properties and sizes, identify, compare and order angles. 
To further develop their skills in addition and subtraction, they will estimate and use inverse operations to check 
answers to a calculation and solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations 
and methods to use and why. In multiplication and division, they will strengthen times tables and develop their rapid 
recall of division facts linked to times tables.  Please do continue to work on these at home too.  The children will also 
solve multi-step problems involving multiplying and dividing. Mrs Sealy will be teaching a mental maths session to target 
key skills every Thursday this term, instead of Comprehension.  
 
Our History topic is the fascinating Shang Dynasty of Ancient China. The children will learn about the rise and fall of this 
dynasty, including everyday life. They will explore the importance of bronze in this period and use their historical enquiry 
skills to examine images of artefacts and the conclusions made by historians about the period.  They will learn about the 
Shang army and evaluate the validity and reliability of texts that describe the Battle of Muye (1046BC)

 
between the Zhou 

and Shang. 
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In Science the children will explore the way sound is made through vibration in a range of different musical instruments.  
They will investigate how the pitch and volume of sounds can be changed and research how sound travels through 
different mediums. They will look for patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that produced it 
and begin to see a pattern between the pitch and volume of a sound and the shape of the wave it produces. They will 
begin to understand the workings of the human ear and consider ways to reduce the sounds that we hear. They will 
apply their scientific skills to plan, carry out and evaluate investigations. 
 
Our Computing lessons will have a coding focus this term, linked to our Science topic.  The children will learn how to 
code a music machine in Scratch that uses sequence and repetition. They will learn to create their own sprite control 
buttons, create a sequence of notes and drums, a sequence that includes an imported sound, change the type of note 
using the instrument block, repeat codes on a loop, spot and debug errors and code a volume control.   
 
In Music the children will learn to appreciate and understand Chinese music, linked to our History and Science topics.  
They will listen to, sing, play and compose Chinese pentatonic music. 
 
In Design Technology, the children will learn about ‘Lucky Foods’ eaten at Chinese New Year.  They will learn how rice 
is grown and processed and how fish are caught and prepared.  They will learn about the principles of a healthy and 
varied Chinese diet and learn to cook Chinese savoury dishes. In Art, the children will learn how to discuss and critique 
Chinese dragon art, including the work of Chen Rong. They will learn techniques to create their own Chinese dragon art. 
To protect uniforms, we would be very grateful if you could provide a named, old shirt or apron for your child to 
wear. These will be stored in the classroom. 
 
The children will continue to be taught PE with Mrs Rich on a Tuesday and also every Wednesday with Miss Wozniak 
and Mrs Rich. This term the children will be learning Tai Chi, gymnastic skills, and team building games.  It is the 
expectation that your child has a full, correct and named P.E. kit in school every day, including trainers and a tracksuit, 
so that he/she is warm enough to enjoy the sessions fully and is able to change back into their clean uniform/shoes for 
the rest of the day. As mentioned in our previous letters, if your child takes his or her trainers overnight for clubs outside 
school, these must be returned the next day. We now have a large number of children with stud earrings in the class.  
For safety, we must put tape over the studs before each lesson.  To maximise our available learning time, it would be 
greatly appreciated if your child could come to school without earrings on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. We understand 
that this will not be possible for children with newly pierced ears. 
 
In PSHE, the children will explore choices that have to be made regarding money.  The concepts of saving, budgeting 
and earning money will be developed. In Religious Education, we will study the art, architecture and music used by 
Christians and Hindus to represent beliefs and ideas. Mrs Smith will continue to teach the children French every 
Thursday. 
 
As in previous terms, Maths and/or English homework will be set every Thursday, to be handed in on the following 
Monday.  There will also be a short talking homework every other Thursday, in preparation for the Big Write, which will 
take place the next day.  
 
We will continue to nurture a Growth Mindset by encouraging the children to take risks, learn from their mistakes, put 
effort into everything they do and value feedback from others. We will develop their ability to become reflective learners, 
including mastering these skills each day by editing and improving their work in response to marking feedback (DIRT 
time). 

 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  I am always available for a chat 
after school in person or by phone and I am happy to make an appointment in this case. Thank you again, in advance, 
for your support this term. We look forward to telling you more about the learning process in our Class Achievement 
Assembly on Tuesday 31

st
 January at 9.05am (note the slightly earlier start time for assemblies from now on).  

 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs Abi Rich, Mrs Sarah Smith, Mrs Kim Harvey and Miss Josie Hunt  
Antelope Class Team 
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