
 

 
Bratton Primary School Newsletter 

Engagement -  Resilience - Integrity 

10th December 2021 

15.12.21—Christmas Dinner (wear 

Xmas jumpers) 

16.12.21—Lantern procession 

TBD—Christmas video available 

17.12.21—Online Panto—Cinderella 

17.12.21—End of Term 2 

3.1.22—Bank Holiday 

4.1.22—INSET Day—school closed 

to children                                     

5.1.22—Beginning of Term 3 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

The excitement is certainly mounting as we get closer to the       

holidays.  I can hear the children singing as I write this and  it 

sounds lovely and festive.   

Lantern procession 

I hope you have been able to send in a jar in readiness for our  

lovely Lantern Procession on the 16th     December at 5pm.  We 

are looking    forward to bringing a touch of magic and a few car-

ols to the occasion.  Please bring your children to the playground 

where in the centre will be class trays with your child/ren’s lantern 

along with a songsheet.  Keep your child/ren with you once      

collected and begin to form a circle around the edge of the low-

er  playground.  We will begin with a few carols and then do a 

mini procession around the all weather path and then out to the 

main gate—your lanterns are yours to take home.  If your child/ren 

is/are in ASC, they will join us but remain on the top playground to 

sing the carols and then lead us on the progression.  They will then 

return in through the main door to resume ASC.  They will stay on 

the top playground because as you can imagine it’s going to be 

very dark and a risk assessment determined this was the safest 

place for a large group of children and two ASC staff.  Please feel 

free to bring torches to read the words for the singing.  We ask that 

during the mini procession that you take care with your footing as 

it is dark and wear sensible shoes please.  Tea lights will be placed 

on the steps to aid visibility.  It should be a lovely event as long as it 

is not raining cats and dogs, in which case we will have to cancel. 

Cinderella                                                                                                  

The whole school will be enjoying a virtual             

pantomime—oh yes, they will...on the final day of 

term.  We have chosen Cinderella from the same 

company we used last year as it went down so well.   

Christmas Tree                                                                                    

Just to clarify that our lovely Christmas tree in the hall was 

very kindly donated by Matthew Webb of The Nursery, 

Hilperton.  It has taken centre stage in our decorating pho-

tographs and enjoyed by everyone. Thank you. 

Staffing news                                                                                                  

It is with sadness that we will be saying goodbye to 

Miss Pickup  who will not be returning after Christ-

mas  due to increasing family commitments that 

need her immediate attention.  The governors and I 

have agreed to release her early to attend to these.  

We’d like to thank her for all her enthusiasm and  commitment to 

Bratton Primary School and wish her well for the future. 

 

 

A very big well done to:     

 

Well Done to  Antelope Class 

for the best attendance in 

school this week at  96.5%

Whole school was 93.8%               

National Expectation is 96% 
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Attendance                                                                                                                                                               

We aim to ensure that all children attend school regularly and on time wherever possible to ensure that 

they are able to make the most of the educational experiences offered at Bratton Primary School. We 

also aim to raise an awareness of the importance of attendance with our families and so to improve the 

level and profile of attendance. 

Why is attendance at school important? 

School educa-

tion lays the vital 

foundations of a 

child’s life. Re-

search clearly 

d e m o n s t r a t e s 

the link         be-

tween regular 

attendance and 

e d u c a t i o n a l 

progress and       

attainment. Parent/carers and the school should work in partnership in making education a success and 

in ensuring that all children have full and equal      access to all that the school has to offer. As a school, 

we will  encourage parents and carers to ensure that their child achieves maximum possible attendance 

and that any problems that prevent this are identified and    acted upon promptly. 

We are going to be working hard to improve our overall attendance to 96% or higher in Term 3 and would 

really welcome your co-operation in achieving this.  Any absence will be challenged fairly and persistent 

absentees will need medical verification. 

School procedure for unexplained absences                                                                                                    

Just to make you aware that there have been public cases in the past where schools have not chased up 

the reasons as to why children are off school. It has then transpired that there have been tragic circum-

stances around these absences, e.g. illness of a parent and a child unable to seek help.                           

We will do everything we can to prevent such situations occurring as I am sure you would agree that your 

child’s safety is paramount to us all. If your child is not going to be in school please call the office on 01380 

830511 to report their absence. Please do this before 8:30am on the first day of the absence. If we have 

not heard from you by 8:55am then we will start to call all the contact numbers that you have provided in 

order to gain an explanation for the absence. If we still have not been able to ascertain where your child 

is then we may make a home visit. However if we still haven’t been able to get a response then we will 

report it to the police as your child will then be classed as a ‘missing child’.                                                          

Finally….                                                                                                                                                                           

We are currently having many children arriving late to school on a daily basis.  Some 

are arriving at 9:10 which means across a week they have lost 1 hour and 40 minutes of 

learning time which then translates into a day and a half a term of lost learning, which is 

a lot!  The beginning of the day is also an important time to settle into the day’s learning 

and children arriving at random times unsettles those in school and often those arriving late.  Please can 

we ask that every attempt is made to getting to school on time?  Children line up on the playground from 

8:45, the bell rings at 8:50 and we come into school.  Thank you for your support with this.                                                                                                                                        

Best wishes for a restful weekend. 

Mrs Newbury 








