
 

 
Bratton Primary School Newsletter 

Engagement -  Resilience - Integrity 

8th October 2021 

12.11.21—Odd Socks Day 

14.10.21—Harvest in school (no parents) 
VIRTUAL 

15.10.21–Antelopes Class Assembly (NEW) 

POSTPONED 

20.10.21—MUFTI Day, wear own clothes 
to school—£1 donation 

PARENT CELEBRATION EVENTS               
POSTPONED 

18.11.21—FOBs  Festive Shopping night 7-
9pm 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This week has been particularly challenging due to the rising cases 

of Covid cases in both staff and children.  We are currently run-

ning on a skeleton staff who are doing all that they can to provide 

a consistent education for the children.  We have had to resort to 

asking two TAs to cover on some days in class (under the direction 

of a teacher) as we can’t get any supply teachers.  As an ‘Amber’ 

school we have followed, to the letter, the advice from Public 

Health to try and reduce transmission of the virus.  It is made espe-

cially difficult that the teachers are teaching all day and then also 

having to provide remote learning for the children well enough to 

complete at home as well as increased communication with par-

ents returning work to them.  This is important information for you to 

know and appreciate as I think they are all doing a wonderful job 

and are still that happy face at both ends of the day (and all 

through the day), despite this huge increase in workload.   We are 

keeping your children safe and teaching them as well as we can. 

I understand that some parents are unhappy with the communi-

cations from the school.  We are very much trying to be proactive 

in decisions where possible but sometimes we also just have to   

react with speed in line with the changing Covid landscape in our 

school.  I am simply  NOT permitted to share numbers of positive 

cases or identities of them or to give parents warning that due to 

Covid, the teachers/TA are not in school.  Nor is there time to    

inform you of operational changes to staffing (sometimes daily) in 

each class.  In normal times we would inform you as parents what 

the plans are for staff absence for reassurance but these are      

unprecedented times and we would very much value and appre-

ciate your support with the decisions we are making.  Some are 

not ideal, such as postponing teacher led clubs or not being able 

to staff the After School provision.  We are as frustrated as you at 

having to make these decisions but make them we must to keep 

everyone safe and try to break the chain of transmission.  Hopeful-

ly, with the natural circuit breaker of a half term looming very 

soon, we will be over the worse and can then begin filtering back 

to normal proceedings as soon as possible.  This is a time we are all 

looking forward to experiencing once again.  We were  just get-

ting there when it was snatched away from our control. 

 

A very big well done to:     
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Odd Socks 

Join us on Tuesday 12th October in wearing odd socks to celebrate our diversity 

and raise some money for charity too!  The brighter and crazier the better!   

We invite you in bringing in £1 to donate to the charity, ‘Positive about Down 

syndrome’ who support expectant parents and parents of children with Down 

Syndrome.  They are raising awareness during the month of October as part of Down Syndrome aware-

ness month.  Please visit the website for more information about their fantastic charity. 

www.positiveaboutdownsyndrome.co.uk 

During the school day, our children at Bratton Primary will first take part in a virtual assembly to celebrate 

the differences within our community, whilst learning a little bit about Down Syndrome. 

 

Non-Uniform Day—Wednesday 20th October 

For our last day of Term 1, FOBs would like to have a Non-Uniform 

Day.  So wear your own clothes and bring in a donation of a 

pound to school.  FOBs do an amazing job of raising much need-

ed funds to the school, please support this event and the others 

that will follow.  

 

Message from our Chairs of Governors: 

The recent Covid-19 outbreak in school has created new challenges for all 

of us. We are in contact with Public Health England on a daily basis and  

additional measures have been re-introduced, as advised, to help minimise 

the number of positive cases.  Governors wish to thank all staff, parents and 

children for responding immediately to the latest changes  - please be reassured that we are doing every-

thing we can to keep everyone safe.   

Simon Gray and Libby Grundy, Co-Chairs of Governors 

 

Final Word 

We would like to send a very special, brave, little boy, all our love for a speedy recovery from a very big 

operation he is having today.  I’m sure our Bratton school family will join us in sending their good  wishes to 

him and his family at this worrying time too.  Give your loved ones an extra cuddle, I know I will be.                                                                                                                             

Kind regards and best wishes for a lovely weekend,  Stay safe.                                                                                      

Mrs Newbury 

http://www.positiveaboutdownsyndrome.co.uk





