
 

  

 

Term 1 

 
If you were an animal, what 

would you be? 

 

Term 2 

 
What happens in a  

magical land? 

Term 3 

 
Will we ever live in space? 

 

Term 4 

 
Would you like  

to meet a dinosaur? 

 

Term 6 

 
Would you like to be  

beside the seaside? 

Term 5 

 
What is a superhero? 

 

Bratton Primary School 
Engagement - Resilience – Integrity 

 

EYE         EYFS Scheme of Learning (New 2021 EYFS) 
 
 

 



 

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning 
 

Throughout every term, the following skills will be developed through stories, discussions, Explore and Learn Time provision and focus group activities. 
 

Playing and Exploring 
 

• Realise that their actions have an effect on the world, so they want to keep repeating them. 
• Reach for and accept objects. Make choices and explore different resources and materials. 
• Plan and think ahead about how they will explore or play with objects. 
• Guide their own thinking and actions by talking to themselves while playing. 
• Make independent choices. Do things independently that they have been previously taught. 
• Bring their own interests and fascinations into early years settings. This helps them to develop their learning. 
• Respond to new experiences that you bring to their attention. 

 

Active Learning 
 

• Participate in routines, such as going to their cot or mat when they want to sleep. Begin to predict sequences because they know routines. 
• Show goal-directed behaviour. 
• Use a range of strategies to reach a goal they have set themselves. 
• Begin to correct their mistakes themselves. 
• Keep on trying when things are difficult. 

Creating and Thinking Critically 
 

• Take part in simple pretend play. 
• Sort materials. 
• Review their progress as they try to achieve a goal. Check how well they are doing. 
• Solve real problems. 
• Use pretend play to think beyond the ‘here and now’ and to understand another perspective. 
• Know more, so feel confident about coming up with their own ideas. Make more links between those ideas. 
• Concentrate on achieving something that’s important to them. They are increasingly able to control their attention and ignore distractions. 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This 
helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them. Develop their 
sense of responsibility and membership of a community. Become more outgoing with unfamiliar 
people, in the safe context of their setting. Show more confidence in new social situations.  Play with 
one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas. Help to find solutions to conflicts 
and rivalries, and suggesting other ideas. Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are 
important. Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule 
Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. Talk with others to solve conflicts. Talk about their 
feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. Begin to understand how others might be 
feeling. 

 
Children in Reception: See themselves as a valuable individual. Build constructive and respectful 
relationships. Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Show resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and 
emotionally. Think about the perspectives of others.  Manage their own needs.  
 
 

 
Jigsaw unit: Being me in my world (self-identity, understanding feelings, being in a classroom, 
being gentle, rights and responsibilities). 

• Circle time and within play situations as they happen: talk about fair and unfair situations. 
Encourage children to think about issues from the viewpoint of others.  

• Go over school behavioural expectations frequently together.  Ensure that children have 
opportunities to identify and discuss boundaries, so that they understand why they are 
there and what they are intended to achieve.  This includes expectations relating to 
activity/speaking turn taking and stopping to listen when an adult is talking.  Establish high 
expectations for children following instructions, with high levels of support when 
necessary.  Explore and Learn Time, teacher directed groups and daily routines: activities 
that require turn-taking and sharing. 

• Teacher directed groups: ensure mixed groupings provide opportunities to develop existing 
and new relationships.   Support children in linking openly and confidently with others, e.g. 
to seek help or check information.  

• The children will each get a turn throughout the year to take home the following for 
discussion on return to school, providing opportunities for children to reflect on successes, 
achievements and individual preferences and opinions.  Ziggy the Zebra (spend the week 
with a child and put photos, drawings and words written by child or parent to describe the 
events of the week). All About Me box (fill with objects, photos and notes). 

• Introduce reward systems.   

• Introduce ‘What to do if I’m stuck’ strategies.  Provide opportunities for children to reflect 
and self- evaluate their own work. Show that mistakes are an important part of learning.  
Engagement, Integrity and Resilience, growth mindset and 4Rs (Resilience, Reciprocity, 
Resourcefulness and Reflectiveness) vocabulary to be introduced through stories such as:  

 
The Dot by Peter Reynolds https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q 
Your Fantastic Elastic Brain by Jo Ann Deak https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg 
Almost Anything by Sophie Henn  
Bears Don’t Read by Emma Chichester Clark  
Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y 
Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds 
After the fall by Dan Santat https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw 
The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw 
The Little Engine that could by Watty Piper https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o 
 
Self-Care Areas to focus on this term:  

• Hygiene, including correct handwashing method. 

• Dressing and undressing for P.E., including how to organise possessions independently. 

• Identify and support children who are not yet able to use the toilet independently.   

• Independence at lunchtime: pouring drinks, using pinch and pull method to open packets; 
using cutlery efficiently.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o
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Communication and Language Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what 
happens. Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time. Use a wider range 
of vocabulary. Understand a question or instruction that has two parts.  Sing a large repertoire of 
songs. Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. 
Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and 
plurals.  May have problems saying: some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh and multisyllabic words.  Use 
longer sentences of four to six words.  Express a point of view and debate when they disagree with 
an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. Start a conversation with an adult or a friend 
and continue it for many turns. Use talk to organise themselves and their play. 

 
Children in Reception: Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.  Learn 
new vocabulary and use through the day. Ask questions to find out more and to check they 
understand what has been said to them. Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed 
sentences. Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives.  Describe events in 
some detail. Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how 
things work and why they might happen. Develop social phrases.  Engage in story times. Listen to 
and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in their own words. 
Use new vocabulary in different contexts.  Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to 
how they sound. Learn rhymes, poems and songs.  Engage in non-fiction books.   Listen to and talk 
about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
 
 

 
 

• Model being a listener, explaining why it is important to pay attention when others are 
speaking.   

• Use multi-step instructions in daily routines and planned in adult led activities, including 
P.E.  Ask ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions.  

• Use challenging vocabulary and correct pronunciation or grammatical errors. Encourage 
children to speak in full sentences and use conjunctions, rather than accepting a single 
word answer, start by modelling.  Help children build sentences using new vocabulary by 
rephrasing what they say and structuring their responses using sentence starters. Model 
accurate irregular grammar such as past tense, plurals, complex sentences. 

• Frequent reading of high quality texts to listen to and discuss, anticipating and joining in 
with repeated refrains. See Literacy for details of texts and Guided Reading. 

• Dances and action songs linked to topic, phonics and maths, including those that require 
replies and turn-taking.  

• Show and Tell, All About Me box and Ziggy Zebra sessions. The children can use these 
opportunities to use past, present and future forms accurately.   

• Use sand timers to help extend concentration for children who find it difficult to focus their 
attention on a task.  

• Provide for, initiate and join in imaginative play and role-play, encouraging children to talk 
about what is happening, act out the scenarios in character and introduce a storyline into 
their play, including props, outfits, puppets etc.: safari role play, animal hospital, mud 
kitchen. 

• Small World:  safari small world, farmyard small world. 

• Monitor any children who may be showing signs of SEND in this area, put intervention in 
place early.  

• Ambitious vocabulary introduced through stories and linked to topic, to be displayed in 
classroom and referred to regularly.  Also use Tier 2 Ambitious Vocabulary:  One new word 
each week.  For each new word taught, follow the STAR approach: 
S: Source an appropriate Tier 2 word (see below). 
T: Teach the word explicitly (definition and example of its use) 
A: Children given opportunity to apply this word to different situations. 
R: Words are continuously reviewed throughout the week. 
Words for this term: nature, shelter, shiver, similar, timid, zigzag. 

• Timetable at least one (two where possible) story sessions each day and display quality 
books in book corner.  

• Wild Animals Talking Boxes: Use ideas from link below: 
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-
services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-
therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes  

                 Such as: Jump in!; Let’s Hide; Where do I live; On and Under; Guess Who. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
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Physical Development Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding and ball 
skills. Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. Skip, hop, stand on 
one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues. Use large-muscle movements to wave 
flags and streamers, paint and make marks. Start taking part in some group activities which 
they make up for themselves, or in teams. Are increasingly able to use and remember 
sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm. Match their 
developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether 
to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width. Choose the right 
resources to carry out their own plan. Collaborate with others to manage moving/carrying large 
items.  Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. 
Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. Start to eat 
independently and use a knife and fork. Show a preference for a dominant hand. Be 
increasingly independent in fine motor skills for dressing and eating.   
 
Children in Reception:  Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already 
acquired: rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, running, hopping, skipping, climbing.  Progress 
towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace.  Develop the overall 
body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future 
physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport 
and swimming.  Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools 
competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, 
paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons.  Use their core muscle strength to achieve a 
good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.  Combine different movements with 
ease and fluency.  Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and 
outside, alone and in a group. Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility.  
Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, 
batting, and aiming. Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in 
activities that involve a ball.  Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, 
accurate and efficient. Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall 
health and wellbeing: regular physical activity, healthy eating,  toothbrushing, sensible amounts 
of ‘screen time’, having a good sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian.  Further develop the skills 
they need to manage the school day successfully: lining up and queuing, mealtimes, personal 
hygiene (note that many of these are covered in Managing Self, within PSED).   

 
Gross Motor Skills: 
P.E. 
There will be 2 PE sessions each week. 

1. Rugby skills 
2. Movement and using space: 

• We’re Going on a Lion Hunt: Build up exploration movements linked to the story, such as 
chopping, swinging and climbing through undergrowth.  

• The Box: Percussion instruments (see PE Scheme) 

• The Box: Clock (see PE Scheme) 

• The Box: Birthday Party (see PE Scheme) 
 

• Plan opportunities after exercise, for children to use vocabulary relating to how their bodies 
feel. 

• Large scale climbing, traveling, sliding and descending equipment at playtimes and in the 
Zebra garden. 

• Provide a choice of open-ended materials to play that allow for extended, repeated and 
regular practising of lifting, carrying, pushing, pulling, constructing, stacking and climbing.  

• Model precise vocabulary to describe movement and directionality, and encourage children to 
use it. Provide children with regular opportunities to practise their movement skills alone and 
with others.  

• Encourage children to be highly active and get out of breath several times every day. Provide 
opportunities for children to, spin, rock, tilt, fall, slide and bounce.  

 
Fine Motor Skills 

• Short daily handwriting session to focus on pencil grip practise to form patterns, using 
Letterjoin and ‘Write from the start’ programme.  Identify the pencil grip used by each child 
and target intervention as appropriate.  Review progress regularly. 

• Finger gym. 

• Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Wide range of mark making resources available inside and outdoors. 

• Threading, putting clothes onto dolls, set up and playing with small world small items, sand 
and water tools, sewing, woodwork, malleable materials in focus groups and Explore and 
Learn Time. 

• Creative resources in continuous provision which promote fine motor control, such as scissors, 
staplers, hole punches, rollers, stampers, painting equipment and sequins.   

• Wide range of construction toys of different sizes, made of wood, rubber or plastic, that fix 
together in a variety of ways, e.g. by twisting, pushing, slotting or magnetism.  

• Model correct use of cutlery.   

• Before teaching children the correct pencil grip and posture for writing, or how to use a knife 
and fork and cut with scissors, check that children have developed their upper arm and 
shoulder strength sufficiently: they don’t need to move their shoulders as they move their 
hands and fingers.  That they can move and rotate their lower arms and wrists independently.  
Help children to develop the core strength and stability they need to support their small motor 
skills.  
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Literacy Comprehension and Word Reading Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters 2020) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Understand the five key concepts about print: print has meaning; 
print can have different purposes; we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom; the 
names of the different parts of a book; page sequencing.  Develop their phonological awareness, so 
that they can: spot and suggest rhymes; count or clap syllables in a word; recognise words with the 
same initial sound.  Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.  
 
Children in Reception:  Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. Blend sounds into 
words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences.  Read 
some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. Read a few common 
exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. Read simple phrases and sentences 
made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception 
words. Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment 
 

Read, Write Inc. 
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Literacy: Writing Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. 
For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy. 
Write some or all of their name.  Write some letters accurately. 
 
Children in Reception: Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.  Spell words by identifying the 
sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.  Write short sentences with words with known 
sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.  Re-read what they have written to 
check that it makes sense.  

 

 

 
 

 

• This term the majority of ‘writing’ will consist of marks to represent words, developing as 
children become more secure in early phonics.  Explore and Learn Time will therefore provide 
a wide range of mark making, phonics and pencil control activities. For example, clipboards 
near the construction resources and images of African buildings and structures to encourage 
children to create a plan for their design.  Mark making tools by the mud kitchen café to take 
orders/’write’ menus, clipboards with safari role play jeep and labelled images of animals to 
encourage children to ‘write’ about what they can see.  Range of mark making tools and 
different types, sizes, colours, shape paper to be available at all times. Children to write own 
name and labels on their writing and pictures and on label cards for models made.  

 

• Writing sessions to model how to construct sentences or captions orally before writing them 
down, using sound talking.  The children will dictate their ideas for an adult to write down as 
spoken, then copy.  Focus on listening to the sounds in the words that they want to write, 
using the sound/tricky word mat with adult support to see how to write these letters for 
simple CVC words and phase 2 tricky words.  Children to take over segmenting and spotting 
the sounds/words on the sound mat as individually appropriate. 

 
Text: Rumble in the Jungle by Giles Andreae.  Dictate captions to an adult to describe animals in the 
story. Some children may have the pencil control to be able to copy the modelled caption. 
 
Texts: We all went on Safari by Laurie Crebs; We’re Going on a Lion Hunt by David Axtell.  Safari 
packing list; captions for pictures of safari animals and savannah landscape. Focus on using simple 
describing words for colour, texture or size.  
 
Texts: Handa’s Hen by Eileen Browne.  Captions for images of the animals that Handa finds when 
looking for the hen, focusing on location prepositions.   
 
Texts:  Night Monkey, Day Monkey by Julia Donaldson and Awkward Aardvark by and Adrienne 
Kennaway. Who is awake at night? Non-fiction nocturnal animal night safari captions using photos.  
 
Texts: Vet non-fiction texts.  Linked to Longleat vet visit and animal hospital role play. Labels for what 
the animal is and what is wrong with it.  Animal hospital medical care instructions. 
 
Text: Oi! Get off our train by John Burningham (act out using plastic animals and trainset) and non-
fiction animal texts. Descriptions of animals in the story, using images. My favourite animal, using 
images. Focus on using simple describing words for colour, texture or size.  
 
Text: The Little Red Hen.  Linked to work of farmers/harvest (and PSHE).  Learn the story off by heart 
with actions and then simple captions/speech bubbles for scenes from the story.   
 
Text: What the Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson.  Descriptions of objects and animals on the farm.  
Extend to include sounds made.   
 

• Daily handwriting sessions: Holding a pencil (nip, flip, grip method); patterns; phase 2 letter 
formation and own name. 

• Family Friday: share a story. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Mwalimu
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Adrienne%20Kennaway
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Adrienne%20Kennaway
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Weeks 1 and 2 

 
Start to introduce short maths sessions with simple counting songs and maths games.   
Baseline observations. 

 
Weeks 3 - 5 

Mathematics Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters 2020) 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Recite numbers past 5. Say one number for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.  
Children in Reception: 
Compare numbers; compare length, weight and capacity. 

 

 
White Rose Unit: Just Like Me  
This unit covers: 

• Matching 

• Sorting 

• Comparing amounts 

• Comparing size, mass, capacity 
 

Stories to support learning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Weeks 6 and 7 
 

 
Consolidation informed by formative assessment 
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Understanding the World Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Use all their senses in hands on exploration of natural 
materials. Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. Talk about 
what they see, using a wide vocabulary. Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s 
history.  
Show interest in different occupations. Explore how things work.  Plant seeds and care for 
growing plants. Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. Begin to 
understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.  
Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.  Talk about the differences between 
materials and changes they notice.  Continue to develop positive attitudes about the 
differences between people. Know that there are different countries in the world and talk 
about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.  
 
Children in Reception:  Talk about members of their immediate family and community. Name 
and describe people who are familiar to them. Compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past.  Draw information from a simple map. Understand that some 
places are special to members of their community. Recognise that people have different beliefs 
and celebrate special times in different ways. Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other countries. Explore the natural world around them. 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. Recognise some environments that are 
different to the one in which they live.  Understand the effect of changing seasons on the 
natural world around them.  

 

• RE Unit from Wiltshire Agreed RE Syllabus: Being Special 
 

• The children will learn about rural and city communities in Africa, ensuring that they see 
modern photographs of Africa (such as building prompts in construction area for example), to 
avoid common stereotypes. 

• All About Me boxes to go home each week, over first term. 

• Ziggy to go home to spend a week with each child over the year. 

• Occupations: Vet visit. 

• Discussions, stories, safari small world, video clips and safari/animal hospital role play to 
focus on the following questions: 

• Where is our school? What does Bratton look like? Look at map and aerial view of Bratton. 

• Where is Africa? How would we get there?  Find UK and Africa on globe. 

• What do we need to pack to go on safari? How is this the same/different to UK? 

• What can you see on safari? How is this different to what we would see in UK? 

• What is camouflage?  

• Who is awake at night in Africa? Aardvark leopard, pangolin, hyena, cockroach, bush baby, 
porcupine. 

• What does a vet do? 

• What happens on a farm? Link to celebrating Harvest. 

• Investigation: why do birds have different shaped beaks? 

• Investigation: why don’t ducks get wet?   

• Investigation: which animal did this poo?   

• Forest School sessions- introduction to rules associated with keeping safe in these sessions, 
focus on exploring the trees and wildlife in the school grounds.  Exploring seasonal changes 
into autumn, including visual changes, weather and clothing.  Link to changes in the fields 
around Bratton (Harvest).  Scavenger hunts. Compare plants and trees in our environment to 
African savannah.   Brambly Hedge Autumn Story by Jill Barklem. 

• ZOOLAB VISITOR and LONGLEAT VET 

• Start to use correct science terms (investigate, method, test, results, conclusion) and open-
ended questions, such as “How can we...?” or “What would happen if...?”. Encourage children 
to speculate on the reasons why things happen or how things work. 

• Draw simple maps of their immediate environment, or maps from imaginary story settings 
they are familiar with. 

• Use the text ‘Uncommon Traveller’ to introduce Mary Kinsley, a Victorian English woman who 
travelled alone through unexplored West Africa and learned much about the area and its 
inhabitants.  Compare with modern day experiences of travelling, clothing and link to modern 
and 19th century Africa differences.   

 
Using technology across the curriculum 
eLiM Unit: Technology in our lives  
• E-safety 
• Simple search engines (e.g. Kiddle / Kidrexnad) 
• Online encyclopaedias 
• Conversations on Teams  
• Exploring ‘why’ relating to everyday technology 
• Travel the world with Google Earth 
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Expressive Arts and Design Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent 
something else even though they are not similar. Begin to develop complex stories using small 
world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc. Make imaginative and complex 
‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.  
Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
Join different materials and explore different textures. Create closed shapes with continuous 
lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. Draw with increasing complexity and 
detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. Use drawing to represent 
ideas like movement or loud noises. Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings.  
Explore colour and colour- mixing. Listen with increased attention to sounds. Respond to what 
they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.  Remember and sing entire songs. Sing 
the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). Sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. Create their own songs, or 
improvise a song around one they know. Play instruments with increasing control to express their 
feelings and ideas.  

Children in Reception:   Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas 
and feelings. Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them. Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. Listen 
attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. Watch and 
talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. Sing in a group or 
on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. Develop storylines in 
their pretend play. Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.  

 
Art, Design and Technology 
Key technique focus for this term: Printing with paint 
Key artists / artwork: The children will explore  and discuss African fabrics, mudcloth paintings and 
tribal necklaces using artefacts, photos and video. 
Focus group activities linked to skills on left may include: 

• Developing printing techniques using a range of natural and manmade objects. 

• African mud cloth style pattern printed pictures 

• Animal patterns printing 

• African tribal necklaces 
 
Music and Dance 

• African Drum rhythms, including Djembe drumming, inspired by real African musicians: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUWsvuvZgh4 

• Songs and dances relating to animal topic, maths, phonics and daily routines.  Use actions, 
props and puppets where possible.  

• Charanga Unit: Me https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1312260-me 
www.charanga.co.uk Login- 161979 Password- zebraclass 

• Traditional nursery rhymes with animal themes such as: Baa, Baa, Black Sheep; Three Blind 
Mice; Incy, Wincy Spider, 5 Little Ducks; 5 Little Speckled Frogs; Little Bo Peep. 
 

Small World 

• Animal themed small world, such as Play Mobil safari set (includes animal safari hospital).  

• Train set and animals (linked to Oi! Get off my train story).  

• Farm small world. 
 

Role-Play: This can be adapted to suit any animal habitat theme, but could include: 

• Safari jeep role-play with props (binoculars, walkie-talkies, phones, torches, clothing, maps, 
magnifying glasses, animal images, bags, animal dressing up clothes, animal masks). Model 
how story line can be introduced such as going on an expedition.   

• Jungle jeep role play, which could include a tent. 

• Animal hospital with props (animals, vet outfits, keyboard, phones, medical apparatus, x-ray 
images, boxes for cages etc.). 

Other Continuous Provision 

• Creation Station area with a wide range of resources for mixing colours, joining things 
together and combining materials.  Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Selection of collage materials, different paper types, junk modelling resources, painting and 
printing tools, mark making resources inside and outdoors.   

• Double sided painting easel. 

• Images and objects linked to current theme and the work of focus artists to inspire and 
support on easel and displayed in Creation Station. 

• Wiltshire Scrapstore craft and construction resources. 

• ‘Work in progress’ worktop where models can be retained for a period for children to enjoy, 
develop, or refer to. 

• Encourage children to think about cause and effect by noticing changes in properties of 
media as they are transformed through becoming mixed, wet, dry, flaky or fixed. Introduce 
descriptive language. Key questions: I wonder what you will need to use to make…?  What 
will happen if…? Tell me how you made that…Why did you choose to use the…? Can you 
show me how you fixed that? What is going to happen next? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUWsvuvZgh4
https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1312260-me
http://www.charanga.co.uk/
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This 
helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them. Develop their 
sense of responsibility and membership of a community. Become more outgoing with unfamiliar 
people, in the safe context of their setting. Show more confidence in new social situations.  Play with 
one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas. Help to find solutions to conflicts 
and rivalries, and suggesting other ideas. Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are 
important. Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule 
Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. Talk with others to solve conflicts. Talk about their 
feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. Begin to understand how others might be 
feeling. 

 
Children in Reception: See themselves as a valuable individual. Build constructive and respectful 
relationships. Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Show resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and 
emotionally. Think about the perspectives of others.  Manage their own needs.  
 

Jigsaw unit: Celebrating difference (identifying talents, being special, families, where we live, 
making friends, standing up for yourself). 

• Circle time and within play situations as they happen: talk about fair and unfair situations. 
Encourage children to think about issues from the viewpoint of others.  

• Go over school behavioural expectations frequently together.  Ensure that children have 
opportunities to identify and discuss boundaries, so that they understand why they are 
there and what they are intended to achieve.  This includes expectations relating to 
activity/speaking turn taking and stopping to listen when an adult is talking.  Establish high 
expectations for children following instructions, with high levels of support when 
necessary.  Explore and Learn Time, teacher directed groups and daily routines: activities 
that require turn-taking and sharing. 

• Teacher directed groups: ensure mixed groupings provide opportunities to develop existing 
and new relationships.   Support children in linking openly and confidently with others, e.g. 
to seek help or check information.  

• The children will each get a turn throughout the year to take home the following for 
discussion on return to school, providing opportunities for children to reflect on successes, 
achievements and individual preferences and opinions.  Ziggy the Zebra (spend the week 
with a child and put photos, drawings and words written by child or parent to describe the 
events of the week). All About Me box (fill with objects, photos and notes). 

• Introduce merit system and community points system.  Set own goals for future learning. 
Children to plan what to say in Achievement Assembly when reach certificate point,, 
regarding next steps and speak in front of the school with adult support 

• Introduce ‘What to do if I’m stuck’ strategies.  Provide opportunities for children to reflect 
and self- evaluate their own work. Show that mistakes are an important part of learning.  
Engagement, Integrity and Resilience, growth mindset and 4Rs (Resilience, Reciprocity, 
Resourcefulness and Reflectiveness) vocabulary to be introduced through stories such as:  
 

The Dot by Peter Reynolds https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q 
Your Fantastic Elastic Brain by Jo Ann Deak https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg 
Almost Anything by Sophie Henn  
Bears Don’t Read by Emma Chichester Clark  
Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y 
Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds 
After the fall by Dan Santat https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw 
The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw 
The Little Engine that could by Watty Piper https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o 
 

Self-care areas to focus on this term:  

• Continue to focus on dressing and undressing, now including being independent with wet 
and cold weather clothing. 

• Continue to reinforce correct handwashing method. 

• Continue to develop independence at lunchtime: pouring drinks, using pinch and pull 
method to open packets; using cutlery efficiently.   

• New focus: the importance of sleep to be healthy. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o
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Communication and Language Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what 
happens. Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time. Use a wider range 
of vocabulary. Understand a question or instruction that has two parts.  Sing a large repertoire of 
songs. Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. 
Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and 
plurals.  May have problems saying: some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh and multisyllabic words.  Use 
longer sentences of four to six words.  Express a point of view and debate when they disagree with 
an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. Start a conversation with an adult or a friend 
and continue it for many turns. Use talk to organise themselves and their play. 

 
Children in Reception: Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.  Learn 
new vocabulary and use through the day. Ask questions to find out more and to check they 
understand what has been said to them. Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed 
sentences. Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives.  Describe events in 
some detail. Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how 
things work and why they might happen. Develop social phrases.  Engage in story times. Listen to 
and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in their own words. 
Use new vocabulary in different contexts.  Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to 
how they sound. Learn rhymes, poems and songs.  Engage in non-fiction books.   Listen to and talk 
about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
 

 

• Model being a listener, explaining why it is important to pay attention when others are 
speaking.   

• Listening in assemblies (start to attend Tuesday assemblies). 

• Use multi-step instructions in daily routines and planned in adult led activities, including 
P.E.  Ask ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions.  

• Use challenging vocabulary and correct pronunciation or grammatical errors. Encourage 
children to speak in full sentences and use conjunctions, rather than accepting a single 
word answer, start by modelling.  Help children build sentences using new vocabulary by 
rephrasing what they say and structuring their responses using sentence starters. Model 
accurate irregular grammar such as past tense, plurals, complex sentences. 

• Frequent reading of high quality texts to listen to and discuss, anticipating and joining in 
with repeated refrains. See Literacy for details of texts and Guided Reading. 

• Dances and action songs linked to topic, phonics and maths, including those that require 
replies and turn-taking.  

• Show and Tell, All About Me box and Ziggy Zebra sessions. The children can use these 
opportunities to use past, present and future forms accurately.   

• Use sand timers to help extend concentration for children who find it difficult to focus their 
attention on a task.  

• Provide for, initiate and join in imaginative play and role-play, encouraging children to talk 
about what is happening, act out the scenarios in character and introduce a storyline into 
their play, including props, outfits, puppets etc.: Fairyland; Potion Shop; Castle; Father 
Christmas Elf workshop. 

• Small World involving characters from fiction and non-fiction experienced: 
Fairyland with fairies, becoming winter wonderland at end of term 
Castle with dragons and knights 
Cinderella’s house with lollystick characters 

• Monitor any children who may be showing signs of SEND in this area, put intervention in 
place early.  

• Ambitious vocabulary introduced through stories and linked to topic, to be displayed in 
classroom and referred to regularly.  Also use Tier 2 Ambitious Vocabulary:  One new word 
each week: Words for this term: believe, delicious, evening, luxury, wealthy, whisper (ing), 
wonder. 

• Timetable at least one (two where possible) story sessions each day and display quality 
books in book corner.  

• Talking Boxes: Clothes, adapted from  https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-
we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-
speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes Such as: 
Stand up / sit down if; Washing line game; Dress dolly; Who can wear it?; Washing machine 
game; It’s gone! 

• Helicopter Stories.  The children will each take it in turns to develop a story orally in this 
style, developing listening and speaking.  https://helicopterstories.co.uk/ 

• Nativity Performance 
 

https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://helicopterstories.co.uk/
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Physical Development Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding and ball 
skills. Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. Skip, hop, stand on one 
leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues. Use large-muscle movements to wave flags 
and streamers, paint and make marks. Start taking part in some group activities which they make 
up for themselves, or in teams. Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and 
patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm. Match their developing physical 
skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run 
across a plank, depending on its length and width. Choose the right resources to carry out their 
own plan. Collaborate with others to manage moving/carrying large items.  Use one-handed tools 
and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. Use a comfortable grip with 
good control when holding pens and pencils. Start to eat independently and use a knife and fork. 
Show a preference for a dominant hand. Be increasingly independent in fine motor skills for 
dressing and eating.   
 
Children in Reception:  Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already 
acquired: rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, running, hopping, skipping, climbing.  Progress 
towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace.  Develop the overall 
body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future 
physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and 
swimming.  Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, 
safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, 
knives, forks and spoons.  Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting 
at a table or sitting on the floor.  Combine different movements with ease and fluency.  
Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in 
a group. Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility.  Further develop and 
refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming. 
Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve 
a ball.  Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. Know 
and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: regular 
physical activity, healthy eating,  toothbrushing, sensible amounts of ‘screen time’, having a good 
sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian.  Further develop the skills they need to manage the school 
day successfully: lining up and queuing, mealtimes, personal hygiene (note that many of these 
are covered in Managing Self, within Personal, Social and Emotional Development).   

Gross Motor Skills 
P.E. 
There will  be 2 PE sessions each week. 

1. Football 
2. Story P.E. See whole school P.E. Scheme for lesson plans 

• Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

• Jack and the Beanstalk 

• The Three Little Pigs 

• Penguins and Polar Bears 

• Nesting Penguins 

• Penguin friendship dance 
 

• Plan opportunities after exercise, for children to use vocabulary relating to how their bodies 
feel. 

• Large scale climbing, traveling, sliding and descending equipment at playtimes and in the 
Zebra garden. 

• Provide a choice of open-ended materials to play that allow for extended, repeated and 
regular practising of lifting, carrying, pushing, pulling, constructing, stacking and climbing.  

• Model precise vocabulary to describe movement and directionality, and encourage children to 
use it. Provide children with regular opportunities to practise their movement skills alone and 
with others.  

• Encourage children to be highly active and get out of breath several times every day. Provide 
opportunities for children to, spin, rock, tilt, fall, slide and bounce.  

 
Fine Motor Skills 

• Short daily handwriting session to focus on pencil grip practise to form patterns, using 
Letterjoin and ‘Write from the start’ programme.  Identify the pencil grip used by each child 
and target intervention as appropriate.  Review progress regularly. 

• Finger gym. 

• Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Wide range of mark making resources available inside and outdoors. 

• Threading, putting clothes onto dolls, set up and playing with small world small items, sand 
and water tools, sewing, woodwork, malleable materials in focus groups and Explore and 
Learn Time. 

• Creative resources in continuous provision which promote fine motor control, such as scissors, 
staplers, hole punches, rollers, stampers, painting equipment and sequins.   

• Wide range of construction toys of different sizes, made of wood, rubber or plastic, that fix 
together in a variety of ways, e.g. by twisting, pushing, slotting or magnetism.  

• Model correct use of cutlery.   

• Before teaching children the correct pencil grip and posture for writing, or how to use a knife 
and fork and cut with scissors, check that children have developed their upper arm and 
shoulder strength sufficiently: they don’t need to move their shoulders as they move their 
hands and fingers.  That they can move and rotate their lower arms and wrists independently.   

• Activities that give children the opportunity and motivation to practise manipulative skills, e.g. 
clay diva lamps, cooking, painting, playdough and playing instruments. 

• Cooking (and use of tools to prepare): Christmas cooking for Christmas fair. 
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Literacy Comprehension and Word Reading Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Understand the five key concepts about print: print has meaning; 
print can have different purposes; we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom; the 
names of the different parts of a book; page sequencing.  Develop their phonological awareness, so 
that they can: spot and suggest rhymes; count or clap syllables in a word; recognise words with the 
same initial sound.  Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.  
 
Children in Reception:  Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. Blend sounds into 
words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences.  Read 
some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. Read a few common 
exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. Read simple phrases and sentences 
made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception 
words. Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment 
 
 
 

 
Read, Write, Inc. 

 



 
 

Literacy: Writing Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. 
For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy. 
Write some or all of their name.  Write some letters accurately. 
 
Children in Reception: Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.  Spell words by identifying the 
sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.  Write short sentences with words with known 
sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.  Re-read what they have written to 
check that it makes sense.  
 

 
Writing 
Children will write during adult led phonics and handwriting sessions, 1:1 with AR/TA, small group 
Guided Writing focus groups and all areas of continuous provision.  For example, clipboards near the 
construction resources and images of castles, royal coaches and time machines (linked to Doughnuts for 
a Dragon book) to encourage children to create a plan for their design.  Mark making tools by the mud 
kitchen café to take orders/write menus/potions.  Potion Shop: templates to write ingredients and 
potion result, prices, receipts. Labelled images of ingredients. Father Christmas Elf Workshop/post 
office: labels for presents, write letters to Father Christmas and Christmas Cards.  Range of mark 
making tools and different types, sizes, colours, shape paper to be available at all times. Children to 
write own name and labels on their writing and pictures and on label cards for models made.  
 
Texts:  Meg and Mog by Helen Nicoll and Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson. Write captions for 
characters and objects from the stories; write potions (linked to Potion Shop role-play and science 
potion making) including disgusting ingredients and what the potion will do. 
Texts: Doughnuts for a Dragon by A and C Guillain and Zog by Julia Donaldson. Dragon character 
descriptions, including own dragon.  
Text: Cinderella: ball invitations; design a missing shoe and describe. 
Text: Non-fiction castle texts. Build a castle and write labels for castle parts; science writing about 
winter changes.   
Texts: Brambly Hedge Winter Story by Jill Barklem and The Snowman (Raymond Briggs): story setting 
description; writing about animals in snowy habitats. 
Texts: Selection of Christmas stories: Elf workshop role play present list and gift labels. 
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Weeks 1- 3 
 
Mathematics Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Recite numbers past 5. Say one number for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. Solve real world mathematical 
problems with numbers up to 5. Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.   

Children in Reception: 
Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise.  Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 
number value. Compare numbers.  Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship 
between consecutive numbers.  Explore the composition of numbers to 10.  
 
Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. Compose and 
decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, just as 
numbers can. Continue, copy and create repeating patterns. 
 
 
 

 
White Rose Maths Unit: It’s Me, 1,2 3 
This includes: 

• Representing 1-3 

• Comparing 1-3 

• Composition of 1-3 

• Circles and triangles 

• Positional language 
 
Stories to support learning 

 
 
When a Line Bends...: A Shape Begins by Rhonda Gowler Greene.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NopbKaCx-C0 
Washing Line by Jez Alborough.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPxzAkspqbU 
 
Numberblocks episode for number 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwBSTj6oB44 
Numberblocks episode for number 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCUGLyVkMlM 
Numberblocks episode for number 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bkufsme9qiA 
 
Songs to support learning 
Numberblocks song for 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCRfVVyMF5A 
Numberblocks song for 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5yjca4eS20 
Numberblocks song for number 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HiRMPHD71nA 

Shapes are all around song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcl8uB2AWM0 
Shape song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4FAhOfcEs8 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NopbKaCx-C0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPxzAkspqbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwBSTj6oB44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCUGLyVkMlM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bkufsme9qiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCRfVVyMF5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5yjca4eS20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HiRMPHD71nA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcl8uB2AWM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4FAhOfcEs8


 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
Weeks 4-6 
 
Mathematics Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. Know that the last 
number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal 
principle’).  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the 
right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. Experiment with their own symbols and 
marks as well as numerals. Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5. Compare 
quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.   

Children in Reception: 
Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise.  Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 
number value. Compare numbers.  Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship 
between consecutive numbers.  Explore the composition of numbers to 10. Automatically recall 
number bonds for numbers 0–10.  
 
Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. Compose and 
decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, just as 
numbers can. Continue, copy and create repeating patterns.   
 

 
White Rose Maths Unit: Light and Dark 
This includes: 

• Numbers to 5 

• 1 more and 1 less 

• Shapes with 4 sides 

• Combining shapes 

• Measuring time 
 
 
Stories to support learning 

 

  

Count the Monkeys by Mac Barnett https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=329DrVy6qOo 
Five Creatures by Emily Jenkins (partitioning five)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCf3nC7wMaU 
One Elephant Went Out to Play by Sanja Rešcek  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HxZMonh3ZqE 
Maisy goes Camping by Lucy Collins. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QKD3oPsVJM 

Numberblocks episodes on CBeebies for numbers 4 and 5 

Songs to support learning 
Numberblocks songs on CBeebies for numbers 4 and 5 
One more than numbers to 10 song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8rIqxyfEmI 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=329DrVy6qOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCf3nC7wMaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HxZMonh3ZqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QKD3oPsVJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8rIqxyfEmI
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Understanding the World Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Use all their senses in hands on exploration of natural materials. 
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. Talk about what they 
see, using a wide vocabulary. Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.  
Show interest in different occupations. Explore how things work.  Plant seeds and care for 
growing plants. Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. Begin to 
understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.  
Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.  Talk about the differences between 
materials and changes they notice.  Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences 
between people. Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the 
differences they have experienced or seen in photos.  
 

Children in Reception:  Talk about members of their immediate family and community. Name 
and describe people who are familiar to them. Compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past.  Draw information from a simple map. Understand that some 
places are special to members of their community. Recognise that people have different beliefs 
and celebrate special times in different ways. Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other countries. Explore the natural world around them. 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. Recognise some environments that are 
different to the one in which they live.  Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural 
world around them.  

 

• RE Unit from Wiltshire Agreed RE Syllabus: Christianity: Christmas 
 

• Ziggy Zebra to go home to spend a week with each child over the year, talk about experience, 
compare similarities between themselves and others. 

• Discuss Christian celebration of Christmas and traditions for people around the world 
(speaking observations), comparing differences between themselves and others. 

• Following on from introduction to Victorians last term, explore how many of our modern 
Christmas traditions were started in Victorian times.  Compare toys that may have been given 
in Victorian times to the gifts that may be received today.   

• Discuss Remembrance Day Cbeebies poppy animation (rabbits).   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/poppies 

• Introduction to Scotland with a special day devoted to this on St Andrew’s Day (Patron saint 
of Scotland) 30th November.   https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-
standrews 

• Explore what we can learn about the past from castles.   

• Forest School.  Focus on seasonal changes Autumn to Winter and link to Flower Fairies.  
Explore visual changes and weather.   Winter changes. Discuss daylight changes, changes to 
the trees and weather, clothing.  Examine frost and look at images of frost and snow under a 
microscope.  Autumn leaf printing (flexible depending on when leaves turn and how this fits 
in with half-term).  Link to ‘Leaf Man’ story.  Make fairy/elf house and fairy wands using 
natural materials.  Explore concept of migration and hibernation of animals as a result of 
weather changes, particular focus on hedgehogs and building a hedgehog shelter.  Texts to 
use may include: Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson; Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper; Tidy by 
Emily Gravett; We’re going on a leaf hunt by Steve Metzger; Tap the Magic Tree by Christie 
Matheson; Tree Seasons come seasons go by Patricia Hegarty.  Introduction to boreal forests 
including trees, cold weather and the animals that live there, such as bears, hawks, moose, 
chipmunks.  Family Friday making bird feeders for winter. 

• See above for Scotland. 

• Talk about snowy habitats and the appearance of animals in these places.  

• Start to use correct science terms (investigate, method, test, results, conclusion) and open-
ended questions, such as “How can we...?” or “What would happen if...?”. Encourage children 
to speculate on the reasons why things happen or how things work. 

• Science investigations will focus on making observations of change: 

• Creating different potion colours with red Cabbage potions (with acidic and alkaline 
ingredients). 

• Melting experiments to free arctic animals and also Frozen characters, linked to The 
Snowman and the ice palace in the Winter Story, using salt. 
 

Using technology to support learning across the curriculum (eLiM) 
• Programming: Floor robots including environments/tracks 
• Following instructions 
• Explore BeeBot / Kodable to make things happen 
• Explore 2Go or Poisson Rouge software 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/poppies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-standrews
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-standrews
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Expressive Arts and Design Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent 
something else even though they are not similar. Begin to develop complex stories using small 
world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc. Make imaginative and complex 
‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.  
Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
Join different materials and explore different textures. Create closed shapes with continuous 
lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. Draw with increasing complexity and 
detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. Use drawing to represent 
ideas like movement or loud noises. Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings.  
Explore colour and colour- mixing. Listen with increased attention to sounds. Respond to what 
they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.  Remember and sing entire songs. Sing 
the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). Sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. Create their own songs, or 
improvise a song around one they know. Play instruments with increasing control to express their 
feelings and ideas.  

Children in Reception:   Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas 
and feelings. Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them. Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. Listen 
attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. Watch and 
talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. Sing in a group or 
on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. Develop storylines in 
their pretend play. Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 
.  

 
Art, Design and Technology 
Key technique focus for this term: Collage, linked to shape and pattern. 
Key artists to learn about and discuss: Klee, Mondrian and Kandinsky, Goldsworthy 
Focus group activities may include: 
Kandinsky style circle art 
Mondrian style squares and rectangle art 
Collage using objects found in the woodland 
Penguin collages 
Winter wonderland collage 
 
The children will also produce pieces to be displayed in the hall, with a whole school theme which may 
or may not link to the current topic.  They will also make something to sell at the Christmas Fair and a 
tree decoration for the school Christmas tree.   
 
Music and Dance 
Charanga Unit: My Stories  https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1311898-my-stories 

•  Login- 161979 Password- zebraclass 

• Also  listening, discussing and moving to music for ballroom and ballet dancing, linked to 
Cinderella, in particular Strauss and Tchaikovsky.  

                 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClCD56V3hBk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDaJ7rFg66A Viennese Waltz to The Blue Danube by 
Johann Strauss, with orchestra. 

• Dance of the sugar plum fairy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zV1qLYukTH8 

• The Snowman music and dance  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yuPWV_BiiA 

• Songs from our Nativity and other Christmas songs. 

• Traditional nursery rhymes with a magical/royal themes, such as Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star; 
Sing a Song of Sixpence; Hey Diddle Diddle; The Grand Old Duke of York; Old King Cole. 

Small World 

• Fairyland; Cinderella’s house with lollystick characters; Castle with knights and dragons. 
Role-Play 

• Potion Shop; Castle; Father Christmas Elf workshop. 
Other Continuous Provision 

• Creation Station area with a wide range of resources for mixing colours, joining things 
together and combining materials.  Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Selection of collage materials, different paper types, junk modelling resources, painting and 
printing tools, mark making resources inside and outdoors.   

• Double sided painting easel. 

• Images and objects linked to current theme and the work of focus artists to inspire and 
support on easel and displayed in Creation Station. 

• Wiltshire Scrapstore craft and construction resources. 

• ‘Work in progress’ worktop where models can be retained for a period for children to enjoy, 
develop, or refer to. 

• Encourage children to think about cause and effect by noticing changes in properties of 
media as they are transformed through becoming mixed, wet, dry, flaky or fixed. Introduce 
descriptive language. Key questions: I wonder what you will need to use to make…?  What 
will happen if…? Tell me how you made that… Why did you choose to use the…? Can you 
show me how you fixed that? What is going to happen next? 
 

https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1311898-my-stories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClCD56V3hBk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDaJ7rFg66A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zV1qLYukTH8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yuPWV_BiiA
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This 
helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them. Develop their 
sense of responsibility and membership of a community. Become more outgoing with unfamiliar 
people, in the safe context of their setting. Show more confidence in new social situations.  Play with 
one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas. Help to find solutions to conflicts 
and rivalries, and suggesting other ideas. Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are 
important. Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule 
Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. Talk with others to solve conflicts. Talk about their 
feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. Begin to understand how others might be 
feeling. 

 
Children in Reception: See themselves as a valuable individual. Build constructive and respectful 
relationships. Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Show resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and 
emotionally. Think about the perspectives of others.  Manage their own needs.  
 

Jigsaw unit: Dreams and goals: Challenges, perseverance, goal-setting, overcoming obstacles, 
seeking help, jobs, achieving goals. 

• Circle time and within play situations as they happen: talk about fair and unfair situations. 
Encourage children to think about issues from the viewpoint of others.  

• Go over school behavioural expectations frequently together.  Ensure that children have 
opportunities to identify and discuss boundaries, so that they understand why they are 
there and what they are intended to achieve.  This includes expectations relating to 
activity/speaking turn taking and stopping to listen when an adult is talking.  Establish high 
expectations for children following instructions, with high levels of support when 
necessary.  Explore and Learn Time, teacher directed groups and daily routines: activities 
that require turn-taking and sharing. 

• Teacher directed groups: ensure mixed groupings provide opportunities to develop existing 
and new relationships.   Support children in linking openly and confidently with others, e.g. 
to seek help or check information.  

• The children will each get a turn throughout the year to take home the following for 
discussion on return to school, providing opportunities for children to reflect on successes, 
achievements and individual preferences and opinions.  Ziggy the Zebra (spend the week 
with a child and put photos, drawings and words written by child or parent to describe the 
events of the week). All About Me box (fill with objects, photos and notes). 

• Introduce merit system and community points system.  Set own goals for future learning. 
Children to plan what to say in Achievement Assembly when reach certificate point,, 
regarding next steps and speak in front of the school with adult support 

• Introduce ‘What to do if I’m stuck’ strategies.  Provide opportunities for children to reflect 
and self- evaluate their own work. Show that mistakes are an important part of learning.  
Engagement, Integrity and Resilience, growth mindset and 4Rs (Resilience, Reciprocity, 
Resourcefulness and Reflectiveness) vocabulary to be introduced through stories such as:  
 

The Dot by Peter Reynolds https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q 
Your Fantastic Elastic Brain by Jo Ann Deak https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg 
Almost Anything by Sophie Henn  
Bears Don’t Read by Emma Chichester Clark  
Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y 
Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds 
After the fall by Dan Santat https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw 
The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw 
The Little Engine that could by Watty Piper https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o 
 

Self-care areas to focus on this term:  

• Continue to develop independence at lunchtime: pouring drinks, using pinch and pull 
method to open packets; using cutlery efficiently.   

• Healthy diets, to include trying new foods and healthy food preparation. 

• Target intervention for children unable to dress/undress for P.E. or outdoor play.   

• Support with toileting, if needed. 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o
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Communication and Language Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember 
much of what happens. Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing 
at a time. Use a wider range of vocabulary. Understand a question or instruction 
that has two parts.  Sing a large repertoire of songs. Know many rhymes, be able to 
talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. Develop their 
communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and 
plurals.  May have problems saying: some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh and 
multisyllabic words.  Use longer sentences of four to six words.  Express a point of 
view and debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well 
as actions. Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many 
turns. Use talk to organise themselves and their play. 

 
Children in Reception: Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is 
important.  Learn new vocabulary and use through the day. Ask questions to find 
out more and to check they understand what has been said to them. Articulate their 
ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. Connect one idea or action to another 
using a range of connectives.  Describe events in some detail. Use talk to help work 
out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why 
they might happen. Develop social phrases.  Engage in story times. Listen to and talk 
about stories to build familiarity and understanding. Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in 
their own words. Use new vocabulary in different contexts.  Listen carefully to 
rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs.  Engage in non-fiction books.   Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to 
develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
 

 

• Model being a listener, explaining why it is important to pay attention when others are speaking.  Listening 
in assemblies (start to attend Tuesday assemblies). 

• Use multi-step instructions in daily routines and planned in adult led activities, including P.E.  Ask ‘how’ 
and ‘why’ questions.  

• Use challenging vocabulary and correct pronunciation or grammatical errors. Encourage children to speak 
in full sentences and use conjunctions, rather than accepting a single word answer, start by modelling.  
Help children build sentences using new vocabulary by rephrasing what they say and structuring their 
responses using sentence starters. Model accurate irregular grammar such as past tense, plurals, complex 
sentences. 

• Frequent reading of high quality texts to listen to and discuss, anticipating and joining in with repeated 
refrains. See Literacy for details of texts and Guided Reading. 

• Dances and action songs linked to topic, phonics and maths, including those that require replies and turn-
taking.  

• Show and Tell, All About Me box and Ziggy Zebra sessions. The children can use these opportunities to use 
past, present and future forms accurately.   

• Use sand timers to help extend concentration for children who find it difficult to focus their attention on a 
task.  

• Listening to Space Shuttle Discovery video to identify technical and operational words used by mission 
control and on board the shuttle, use these in own role-play.  For example: Weather is green; copy that; 
boosters are go. 

• Provide for, initiate and join in imaginative play and role-play, encouraging children to talk about what is 
happening, act out the scenarios in character and introduce a storyline into their play, including props, 
outfits, puppets etc.:  role play space shuttle and Chinese Restaurant. Use videos of Space Shuttle 
Discovery launches and Ken Hom Chinese cooking to develop vocabulary.   

• Small world space shuttle with astronauts and vehicles.  Characters from stories being studied on lollipop 
sticks: Whatever Next! Bear, owl, picnic items on moon; Bob (Man on the Moon); Aliens.  Provide story 
theme ideas for children struggling to think of their own, to develop.   

• Speaking and Listening Challenge Cards adapted from  
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/pdfs/speaking_and_listening_cards.pdf.  For example: Which 
story character would you like to be for a day and why?; Would you prefer to be a dog or a cat and why?; 
What do goldfish dream about?; If you could drive, where would you go?; Pick ten strange ingredients for 
a cake.   

• Monitor any children who may be showing signs of SEND in this area, put intervention in place early.  

• Ambitious vocabulary introduced through stories and linked to topic, to be displayed in classroom and 
referred to regularly.  Also use Tier 2 Ambitious Vocabulary:  One new word each week.  Words for this 
term: additional, connect, direction, transportation. 

• Timetable at least one (two where possible) story sessions each day and display quality books in book 
corner.  

• Talking Boxes: Clothes, adapted from  https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-
do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-
language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes Such as: Stand up / sit down if; 
Washing line game; Dress dolly; Who can wear it?; Washing machine game; It’s gone! 

• Helicopter Stories.  The children will each take it in turns to develop a story orally in this style, developing 
listening and speaking.  https://helicopterstories.co.uk/ 

• The children will learn to recite space themed poetry: Space Counting Rhyme by Paul Cookson; On some 
other planet by John Rice; Shooting Stars by Marian Swinger; Jumping on the moon by Roger Stevens 
 

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/pdfs/speaking_and_listening_cards.pdf
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://helicopterstories.co.uk/
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Physical Development Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding and ball 
skills. Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. Skip, hop, stand on one 
leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues. Use large-muscle movements to wave flags 
and streamers, paint and make marks. Start taking part in some group activities which they make 
up for themselves, or in teams. Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and 
patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm. Match their developing physical 
skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run 
across a plank, depending on its length and width. Choose the right resources to carry out their 
own plan. Collaborate with others to manage moving/carrying large items.  Use one-handed tools 
and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. Use a comfortable grip with 
good control when holding pens and pencils. Start to eat independently and use a knife and fork. 
Show a preference for a dominant hand. Be increasingly independent in fine motor skills for 
dressing and eating.   
 
Children in Reception:  Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already 
acquired: rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, running, hopping, skipping, climbing.  Progress 
towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace.  Develop the overall 
body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future 
physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and 
swimming.  Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, 
safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, 
knives, forks and spoons.  Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting 
at a table or sitting on the floor.  Combine different movements with ease and fluency.  
Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in 
a group. Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility.  Further develop and 
refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming. 
Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve 
a ball.  Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. Know 
and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: regular 
physical activity, healthy eating,  toothbrushing, sensible amounts of ‘screen time’, having a good 
sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian.  Further develop the skills they need to manage the school 
day successfully: lining up and queuing, mealtimes, personal hygiene (note that many of these 
are covered in Managing Self, within Personal, Social and Emotional Development).   

 
P.E. 
There will be 2 PE lessons a week. 

1. Netball skills 
2. Space  Adventure 

A Space Adventure dance sequence to build on each week, using contemporary music pieces:  Focus on  
Prepare for lift-off.  Astronauts get ready for their space adventure, create dance using Opening Theme. 
C by Kevin Macleod and NASA SLS test fire audio countdown. 
Floating in space.   Develop the dance by adding in new sequence using Chill Breathe by Frank Nora to 
move like astronauts.  Including high/low movements.   
New planet discovery.  Develop movement sequence using instrument panel malfunctioning Track 
(Crazy Radio by Kevin Macleod).  Astronauts have to land on nearest planet, create sequence of 
moves to Drum n Bass C Super Shaker by Frank Nora. 
Astronauts in training circuits using hall equipment, hoops, mats, stilts.  Focus on following instructions 
with several steps and showing control in large movements. 
 

• Plan opportunities after exercise, for children to use vocabulary relating to how their bodies 
feel. 

• Large scale climbing, traveling, sliding and descending equipment at playtimes and in the 
Zebra garden. 

• Provide a choice of open-ended materials to play that allow for extended, repeated and 
regular practising of lifting, carrying, pushing, pulling, constructing, stacking and climbing.  

• Model precise vocabulary to describe movement and directionality, and encourage children to 
use it. Provide children with regular opportunities to practise their movement skills alone and 
with others.  

• Encourage children to be highly active and get out of breath several times every day. Provide 
opportunities for children to, spin, rock, tilt, fall, slide and bounce.  

 
Fine Motor Skills 

• Short daily handwriting session to focus on pencil grip practise to form patterns, using 
Letterjoin and ‘Write from the start’ programme.  Identify the pencil grip used by each child 
and target intervention as appropriate.  Review progress regularly. 

• Finger gym. 

• Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Wide range of mark making resources available inside and outdoors. 

• Threading, putting clothes onto dolls, set up and playing with small world small items, sand 
and water tools, sewing, woodwork, malleable materials in focus groups and Explore and 
Learn Time. 

• Creative resources in continuous provision which promote fine motor control, such as scissors, 
staplers, hole punches, rollers, stampers, painting equipment and sequins.   

• Wide range of construction toys of different sizes, made of wood, rubber or plastic, that fix 
together in a variety of ways, e.g. by twisting, pushing, slotting or magnetism.  

• Model correct use of cutlery.   

• Before teaching children the correct pencil grip and posture for writing, or how to use a knife 
and fork and cut with scissors, check that children have developed their upper arm and 
shoulder strength sufficiently: they don’t need to move their shoulders as they move their 
hands and fingers.  That they can move and rotate their lower arms and wrists independently.   
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Literacy Comprehension and Word Reading Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Understand the five key concepts about print: print has meaning; 
print can have different purposes; we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom; the 
names of the different parts of a book; page sequencing.  Develop their phonological awareness, so 
that they can: spot and suggest rhymes; count or clap syllables in a word; recognise words with the 
same initial sound.  Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.  
 
Children in Reception:  Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. Blend sounds into 
words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences.  Read 
some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. Read a few common 
exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. Read simple phrases and sentences 
made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception 
words. Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Phase 3 BBC BiteSize Sound Wizards: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvq9bdm 

 

Read, Write Inc 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvq9bdm
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Literacy: Writing Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. 
For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy. 
Write some or all of their name.  Write some letters accurately. 
 
Children in Reception: Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.  Spell words by identifying the 
sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.  Write short sentences with words with known 
sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.  Re-read what they have written to 
check that it makes sense.  
 
 

 
Writing: Children will write during adult led phonics and handwriting sessions, small group/1:1 
Guided Writing focus groups and all areas of continuous provision.  For example, space logbooks in 
space shuttle role play; clipboards near the construction resources and images of satellites, 
shuttles, moon buggies, Mars rover etc. to encourage children to create a plan for their design.  
Mark making tools by the mud kitchen café to take orders/write menus. Range of mark making 
tools and different types, sizes, colours, shape paper to be available at all times. Children to write 
own name and labels on their writing and pictures and on label cards for models made.  
 
Space Shuttle Discovery launch videos such as https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hy1Nc4YpAUI 
and photos of children making their balloon rockets: Captions for space shuttle launch images; 
caption for photo of them making/launching a balloon rocket/ what happened.  Vocabulary for 
shuttle: rocket boosters; crew compartment; fuel  tank; orbiter plane; cargo; engine; thrusters. 
Text: Whatever Next! by Jill Murphy: Captions for scenes from the story. 
Text: Man on the Moon by Simon Bartram: Captions for scenes from the story; postcard from the 
moon.  
Text / resources:  Chinese New Year’s Dragon by Rachel Sing; images of families celebrating 
Chinese New Year; Cbeebies shadow puppet Chinese Zodiac story: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_u-R-aIq3_E 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cRMRp9-Z08&t=132s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVClAj8q_lY 
Captions/simple sentences for illustrations from the Chinese Zodiac animal race; captions for 
photos of families celebrating Chinese New Year; message for a fortune cookie; caption to explain 
what their Chinese New Year banner says; captions/ simple sentences to go with photos of the 
children tasting Chinese New Year foods (noodles, dumplings, special fried rice, prawn crackers). 
 
Text / resources:   Zoom, Rocket, Zoom: Awesome Engines (Margaret Mayo), images and videos of 
astronauts at work and non-fiction space centre texts from resource library: Captions for astronaut 
suit; captions/simple sentences for photos of astronauts at work at the International Space Station; 
make a planet explorer using large construction equipment and write about what it can do; space 
experiments writing. 
 
Text:  Captions/simple sentences for real planets, relating to properties, size, distance (everyday 
vocabulary); new planet space counting poem in style of Space Counting by Paul Cookson 
 
Texts:  Aliens Love Underpants by Claire Freedman and Ben Cort; Here Come the Aliens by Colin 
McNaughton.  Character descriptions of aliens in the texts, focusing on: appearance; movement; 
actions; character description of own newly discovered alien. 
 

• Daily handwriting session, practising words and sounds for the week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hy1Nc4YpAUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_u-R-aIq3_E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cRMRp9-Z08&t=132s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVClAj8q_lY
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Weeks 1-3 
 
Mathematics Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:  Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. Know that the last 
number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal 
principle’).  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the 
right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. Experiment with their own symbols and 
marks as well as numerals. Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5. Compare 
quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.   

Children in Reception: 
Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise.  Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 
number value. Compare numbers.  Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship 
between consecutive numbers.  Explore the composition of numbers to 10. Automatically recall 
number bonds for numbers 0–10.  
 
Compare weight and capacity. 
 

 
White Rose Maths unit: Alive in 5 
This includes: 

• Introducing zero 

• Comparing numbers to 5 

• Composition of 4 and 5 

• Comparing mass 

• Comparing capacity 

Stories to support learning 

 

Mighty Maddie by Stuart J. Murphy.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxIjXWuaARs 
How to Weigh an Elephant by Bob Barner  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHB2hDKj5rE 

Numberblocks episodes on CBeebies for numbers 4 and 5 

Songs to support learning 
Numberblocks songs on CBeebies for numbers 4 and 5 
Song Five Little Men in a Flying Saucer   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxIjXWuaARs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHB2hDKj5rE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p065rfng


 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

  



  

 
 



 
Weeks 4-6 
 
Mathematics Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Recite numbers past 5. Say one number for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. Solve real world mathematical 
problems with numbers up to 5. Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.   

Children in Reception: 
Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise.  Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 
number value. Count beyond ten. Compare numbers.  Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ 
relationship between consecutive numbers.  Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 
Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–10.  
 
Compare length. 
 

 
White Rose Maths unit: Growing 6, 7, 8 
This includes: 

• Numbers 6, 7, 8 

• Making pairs 

• Combining 2 groups 

• Length and height 

• Measuring time 
 
Stories to support learning 

 
 
The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ls6wTeT2cKA 
On the Launch Pad by Michael Dahl.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jA6O-1A_BiM 
Rapunzel  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAuxW9tHs1Y 
Jack and the Beanstalk https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zurz-pL-uzw 

Numberblocks episodes on CBeebies for numbers 6, 7 and 8. 

Songs to support learning 
Numberblocks socks on Cbeebies for numbers 6, 7 and 8 
Size song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_7wV1OzTX8  
Size comparison game http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html 
I’m Coming to Get You by Tony Ross. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1v0Kdrsdvk    Could do 
with buying as a bit fuzzy 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ls6wTeT2cKA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jA6O-1A_BiM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAuxW9tHs1Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zurz-pL-uzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_7wV1OzTX8
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1v0Kdrsdvk%20%20%20%20Could%20do%20with%20buying%20as%20a%20bit%20fuzzy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1v0Kdrsdvk%20%20%20%20Could%20do%20with%20buying%20as%20a%20bit%20fuzzy
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Understanding the World Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Use all their senses in hands on exploration of natural materials. 
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. Talk about what they 
see, using a wide vocabulary. Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.  
Show interest in different occupations. Explore how things work.  Plant seeds and care for 
growing plants. Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. Begin to 
understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.  
Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.  Talk about the differences between 
materials and changes they notice.  Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences 
between people. Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the 
differences they have experienced or seen in photos.  
 
Children in Reception:  Talk about members of their immediate family and community. Name 
and describe people who are familiar to them. Compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past.  Draw information from a simple map. Understand that some 
places are special to members of their community. Recognise that people have different beliefs 
and celebrate special times in different ways. Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other countries. Explore the natural world around them. 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. Recognise some environments that are 
different to the one in which they live.  Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural 
world around them. 

• RE Unit from Wiltshire Agreed RE Syllabus: Special Books 
 

• Ziggy to go home to spend a week with each child over the year, talk about experience. 

• Chinese New Year traditions and legends associated with these.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_u-R-aIq3_E 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cRMRp9-Z08&t=132s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVClAj8q_lY 

• Dragon and lion dance video clips, stories and objects associated with Chinese New Year in 
role play Chinese Restaurant (to include traditional food, woks, chopsticks, lucky money 
wallets).   

• Chinese New Year songs (Dragon, Dragon; Lucky Envelopes; Paper Lanterns; Kung Hei Fat 
Choi).  

• Children to be introduced to concept of Space through fiction/non-fiction texts, photos and 
video clips for discussion.  Discuss timeline of space discovery. Compare to space discovery 
today.  Make own version of a Mars Rover using Clever Cats robots.   

• Introduction to the Apollo 11 moon landings in 1969, including Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, 
Michael Collins. 

• Space Shuttle Discovery launch video: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hy1Nc4YpAUI 

Key questions: 

• What is it like to be an astronaut? Focusing on scientific jobs that they have to do in Space 
and life in space, introducing concept of there being no gravity, clothing, food, NASA training, 
moon landings etc.   

• What is space technology: introduction to space shuttles, satellites, Mars Rover, International 
Space Station, telescopes, planetariums. 

• What are planets? Focus on features of Earth and how environments vary from one another.  
Names, appearance, shape, introduction to the concept of rotation, everyday vocabulary to 
explain distance (linked to Maths).  

Focus of investigations will be recording results and discussing differences to  draw conclusions: 

• Craters on the moon (linking to impact from asteroids, meteorites). Cornflour, baby oil to 
make moon sand.  Children then drop pebbles of different sizes, taking photos and measuring 
in cm to record results. 

• Make a balloon rockets and measure how far they travel.  What was different about those 
that travelled further? 

• Astronaut damaged space glove investigation- linked to simple concept of hostile 
environment, need for the glove to be airtight again and trying to complete fine motor 
control activities wearing a washing up glove (such as threading piper cleaners through 
holes).  Fill the glove with water to test if the glove has been fixed.   

• Observations and activities linked to snow and ice weather permitting. 

• Mobile Planetarium visit. 
Forest School 

• Forest School Thursday afternoons: seasonal changes;  native trees; RSPB bird watch. 
 
Using technology to support learning across the curriculum (eLiM): 

• Handling Data 
• Use 2Count / DoodleBuddy to count/discuss info 
• Use talking tins or sound recorder apps 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_u-R-aIq3_E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cRMRp9-Z08&t=132s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVClAj8q_lY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hy1Nc4YpAUI
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Expressive Arts and Design Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent 
something else even though they are not similar. Begin to develop complex stories using small 
world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc. Make imaginative and complex 
‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.  
Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
Join different materials and explore different textures. Create closed shapes with continuous 
lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. Draw with increasing complexity and 
detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. Use drawing to represent 
ideas like movement or loud noises. Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings.  
Explore colour and colour- mixing. Listen with increased attention to sounds. Respond to what 
they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.  Remember and sing entire songs. Sing 
the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). Sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. Create their own songs, or 
improvise a song around one they know. Play instruments with increasing control to express their 
feelings and ideas.  

Children in Reception:   Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas 
and feelings. Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them. Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. Listen 
attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. Watch and 
talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. Sing in a group or 
on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. Develop storylines in 
their pretend play. Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.  

Art, Design and Technology 
Key technique focus for this term: Pastels and marbling 
Key artists to learn about and discuss: Odilon Redon, Mary Cassatt, Edgar Degas, William Merritt 
Chase. 
 
Focus group activities linked to skills on left may include: 

• How to use oil and chalk pastels, including blending, layering, colour mixing, using strokes of 
different lengths, cross hatching. 

• How to use marbling inks. 

• Galaxy pastel pictures with marbled planets 

• Planet rover vehicles (attached to clever cats floor robots) 
 
Music and Dance 

• See Physical Development for contemporary music for developing a space adventure 
movement sequence. 

• Charanga Unit: Everyone https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1311905-everyone 
www.charanga.co.uk Login- 161979 Password- zebraclass 

• Traditional nursery rhymes with a counting theme, such as Five Currant Buns; 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 
once I caught a fish alive etc. 

 
Space themed songs may include: 

• Space song rocket ride  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAHy_2IFFGA\ 

• 5 little men in a flying saucer  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3p_51tJx0 

• Songs and dances relating to maths, phonics and daily routines.  Use actions, props and 
puppets where possible.  

• Chinese New Year songs (Dragon, Dragon; Lucky Envelopes; Paper Lanterns; Kung Hei Fat 
Choi). Also provide angel glockenspiels to accompany.   

• Singing Assemblies. 
 
Small World 

• Wooden space shuttle, space station and rover buggy.  Characters from stories being studied 
on lollipop sticks: Whatever Next! Bear, owl, picnic items on moon; Bob (Man on the Moon); 
Aliens.  

 
Role-Play 

• Space shuttle (all term, with changing images on the computer screen of view from the 
shuttle), costumes, control deck technology props. 

• Chinese Restaurant. 
 
Other Continuous Provision 

• Creation Station area with a wide range of resources for mixing colours, joining things 
together and combining materials.  Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Selection of collage materials, different paper types, junk modelling resources, painting and 
printing tools, mark making resources inside and outdoors.   

• Double sided painting easel. 

• Images and objects linked to current theme and the work of focus artists to inspire and 
support on easel and displayed in Creation Station. 

• Wiltshire Scrapstore craft and construction resources. 

• ‘Work in progress’ worktop where models can be retained for a period for children to enjoy, 
develop, or refer to. 

 

https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1311905-everyone
http://www.charanga.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAHy_2IFFGA/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3p_51tJx0
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This 
helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them. Develop their 
sense of responsibility and membership of a community. Become more outgoing with unfamiliar 
people, in the safe context of their setting. Show more confidence in new social situations.  Play with 
one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas. Help to find solutions to conflicts 
and rivalries, and suggesting other ideas. Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are 
important. Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule 
Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. Talk with others to solve conflicts. Talk about their 
feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. Begin to understand how others might be 
feeling. 

 
Children in Reception: See themselves as a valuable individual. Build constructive and respectful 
relationships. Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Show resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and 
emotionally. Think about the perspectives of others.  Manage their own needs.  
 

Jigsaw unit: Healthy me: exercising bodies, physical activity, healthy food, sleep, keeping clean, 
safety.  

• Circle time and within play situations as they happen: talk about fair and unfair situations. 
Encourage children to think about issues from the viewpoint of others.  

• Go over school behavioural expectations frequently together.  Ensure that children have 
opportunities to identify and discuss boundaries, so that they understand why they are 
there and what they are intended to achieve.  This includes expectations relating to 
activity/speaking turn taking and stopping to listen when an adult is talking.  Establish high 
expectations for children following instructions, with high levels of support when 
necessary.  Explore and Learn Time, teacher directed groups and daily routines: activities 
that require turn-taking and sharing. 

• Teacher directed groups: ensure mixed groupings provide opportunities to develop existing 
and new relationships.   Support children in linking openly and confidently with others, e.g. 
to seek help or check information.  

• The children will each get a turn throughout the year to take home the following for 
discussion on return to school, providing opportunities for children to reflect on successes, 
achievements and individual preferences and opinions.  Ziggy the Zebra (spend the week 
with a child and put photos, drawings and words written by child or parent to describe the 
events of the week). All About Me box (fill with objects, photos and notes). 

• Introduce merit system and community points system.  Set own goals for future learning. 
Children to plan what to say in Achievement Assembly when reach certificate point,, 
regarding next steps and speak in front of the school with adult support 

• Introduce ‘What to do if I’m stuck’ strategies.  Provide opportunities for children to reflect 
and self- evaluate their own work. Show that mistakes are an important part of learning.  
Engagement, Integrity and Resilience, growth mindset and 4Rs (Resilience, Reciprocity, 
Resourcefulness and Reflectiveness) vocabulary to be introduced through stories such as:  
 

The Dot by Peter Reynolds https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q 
Your Fantastic Elastic Brain by Jo Ann Deak https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg 
Almost Anything by Sophie Henn  
Bears Don’t Read by Emma Chichester Clark  
Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y 
Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds 
After the fall by Dan Santat https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw 
The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw 
The Little Engine that could by Watty Piper https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o 
Self-care areas to focus on this term:  

• Healthy diets: continuing to try new foods and healthy food preparation. 

• Continue to develop independence at lunchtime: pouring drinks, using pinch and pull 
method to open packets; using cutlery efficiently.   

• Continue to target intervention for children unable to dress/undress for P.E. or outdoor 
play.   

• Continue to support with toileting, if needed. 

• Healthy use of technology: screen time. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o
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Communication and Language Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember 
much of what happens. Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing 
at a time. Use a wider range of vocabulary. Understand a question or instruction 
that has two parts.  Sing a large repertoire of songs. Know many rhymes, be able to 
talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. Develop their 
communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and 
plurals.  May have problems saying: some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh and 
multisyllabic words.  Use longer sentences of four to six words.  Express a point of 
view and debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well 
as actions. Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many 
turns. Use talk to organise themselves and their play. 

 
Children in Reception: Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is 
important.  Learn new vocabulary and use through the day. Ask questions to find 
out more and to check they understand what has been said to them. Articulate their 
ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. Connect one idea or action to another 
using a range of connectives.  Describe events in some detail. Use talk to help work 
out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why 
they might happen. Develop social phrases.  Engage in story times. Listen to and talk 
about stories to build familiarity and understanding. Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in 
their own words. Use new vocabulary in different contexts.  Listen carefully to 
rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs.  Engage in non-fiction books.   Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to 
develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
 

 

• Model being a listener, explaining why it is important to pay attention when others are speaking.  Listening 
in assemblies (start to attend Tuesday assemblies).  Use multi-step instructions in daily routines and 
planned in adult led activities, including P.E.  Ask ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions.  

• Use challenging vocabulary and correct pronunciation or grammatical errors. Encourage children to speak 
in full sentences and use conjunctions, rather than accepting a single word answer, start by modelling.  
Help children build sentences using new vocabulary by rephrasing what they say and structuring their 
responses using sentence starters. Model accurate irregular grammar such as past tense, plurals, complex 
sentences. 

• Frequent reading of high quality texts to listen to and discuss, anticipating and joining in with repeated 
refrains. See Literacy for details of texts and Guided Reading. 

• Dances and action songs linked to topic, phonics and maths, including those that require replies and turn-
taking.  

• Show and Tell, All About Me box and Ziggy Zebra sessions. The children can use these opportunities to use 
past, present and future forms accurately.   

• Provide for, initiate and join in imaginative play and role-play, encouraging children to talk about what is 
happening, act out the scenarios in character and introduce a storyline into their play, including props, 
outfits, puppets etc.  Focus groups to model and develop speaking within palaeontologist role play for the 
children to then develop further during Explore and Learn time.  

• Dinosaurs small world.  Focus groups to model how we can use this to act out the stories and non-fiction 
dinosaur facts that we have read about.  Characters from stories being studied on lollipop sticks, such as 
those from Katie and the Dinosaurs and Dear Dinosaur. Make mini me versions of the children, attached to 
Jenga blocks. 

• Planned opportunities for children to express themselves effectively, in full sentences, and develop 
explanations as part of dinosaur theme. For example, when dinosaur eggs are discovered: What might be 
inside?   What do eggs need and why? How can we find out this information? How can we build a nest?  
How should we look after the eggs? When baby dinosaurs hatch and then disappear overnight.  What 
should we do? As part of this children to go to other classes to tell them what has happened and describe 
the dinosaurs.   

• Speaking and Listening Challenge Cards adapted from  
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/pdfs/speaking_and_listening_cards.pdf.  For example: When 
you get home there is a giant lump under the carpet.  What could it be and how did it get there?; What is 
in this box. Who is it for and where has it come from?; You open a magical door and walk through.  Where 
does this take you?  You wake up as a monkey.  What do you do?  One morning you wake up and realise 
you can talk to animals.  Which animals would you like to talk to?  Why?  What would you ask them?   

• Monitor any children who may be showing signs of SEND in this area, put intervention in place early.  

• Ambitious vocabulary introduced through stories and linked to topic, to be displayed in classroom and 
referred to regularly.  Also use Tier 2 Ambitious Vocabulary:  One new word each week.  Words for this 
term: adventure, greedy, nervous, nibble, tremble, warn. 

• Timetable at least one (two where possible) story sessions each day and display quality books in book 
corner.  

• Talking Boxes: Clothes, adapted from  https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-
do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-
language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes Such as: Stand up / sit down if; 
Washing line game; Dress dolly; Who can wear it?; Washing machine game; It’s gone! 

• Helicopter Stories.  The children will each take it in turns to develop a story orally in this style, developing 
listening and speaking.  https://helicopterstories.co.uk/ 

 
 

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/pdfs/speaking_and_listening_cards.pdf
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://helicopterstories.co.uk/
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Physical Development Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding and ball 
skills. Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. Skip, hop, stand on one 
leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues. Use large-muscle movements to wave flags 
and streamers, paint and make marks. Start taking part in some group activities which they make 
up for themselves, or in teams. Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and 
patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm. Match their developing physical 
skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run 
across a plank, depending on its length and width. Choose the right resources to carry out their 
own plan. Collaborate with others to manage moving/carrying large items.  Use one-handed tools 
and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. Use a comfortable grip with 
good control when holding pens and pencils. Start to eat independently and use a knife and fork. 
Show a preference for a dominant hand. Be increasingly independent in fine motor skills for 
dressing and eating.   
 
Children in Reception:  Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already 
acquired: rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, running, hopping, skipping, climbing.  Progress 
towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace.  Develop the overall 
body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future 
physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and 
swimming.  Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, 
safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, 
knives, forks and spoons.  Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting 
at a table or sitting on the floor.  Combine different movements with ease and fluency.  
Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in 
a group. Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility.  Further develop and 
refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming. 
Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve 
a ball.  Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. Know 
and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: regular 
physical activity, healthy eating,  toothbrushing, sensible amounts of ‘screen time’, having a good 
sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian.  Further develop the skills they need to manage the school 
day successfully: lining up and queuing, mealtimes, personal hygiene (note that many of these 
are covered in Managing Self, within Personal, Social and Emotional Development).   
 

 
Gross Motor Skills: 
P.E.  There will be 2 PE lessons each week. 

1. Hockey 
2. Using Equipment.  See whole school P.E. Scheme for lesson plans: Gymnastics 
3. Shapes / Shapes using apparatus 
4. Travel 
5. Balance / Dynamic Balance 
6. Rolling 
7. Jumping / Jumping using apparatus 
8. Large apparatus 

 
To support the awe and wonder aspects of this, show video clips of gymnastics championships. 
 

• Plan opportunities after exercise, for children to use vocabulary relating to how their bodies 
feel. 

• Large scale climbing, traveling, sliding and descending equipment at playtimes and in the 
Zebra garden. 

• Provide a choice of open-ended materials to play that allow for extended, repeated and 
regular practising of lifting, carrying, pushing, pulling, constructing, stacking and climbing.  

• Model precise vocabulary to describe movement and directionality, and encourage children to 
use it. Provide children with regular opportunities to practise their movement skills alone and 
with others.  

• Encourage children to be highly active and get out of breath several times every day. Provide 
opportunities for children to, spin, rock, tilt, fall, slide and bounce.  

 
Fine Motor Skills 

• Short daily handwriting session to focus on pencil grip practise to form patterns, using 
Letterjoin and ‘Write from the start’ programme.  Identify the pencil grip used by each child 
and target intervention as appropriate.  Review progress regularly. 

• Finger gym. 

• Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Wide range of mark making resources available inside and outdoors. 

• Threading, putting clothes onto dolls, set up and playing with small world small items, sand 
and water tools, sewing, woodwork, malleable materials in focus groups and Explore and 
Learn Time. 

• Creative resources in continuous provision which promote fine motor control, such as scissors, 
staplers, hole punches, rollers, stampers, painting equipment and sequins.   

• Wide range of construction toys of different sizes, made of wood, rubber or plastic, that fix 
together in a variety of ways, e.g. by twisting, pushing, slotting or magnetism.  

• Model correct use of cutlery.   

• Before teaching children the correct pencil grip and posture for writing, or how to use a knife 
and fork and cut with scissors, check that children have developed their upper arm and 
shoulder strength sufficiently: they don’t need to move their shoulders as they move their 
hands and fingers.  That they can move and rotate their lower arms and wrists independently.   
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Literacy Comprehension and Word Reading Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Understand the five key concepts about print: print has meaning; 
print can have different purposes; we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom; 
the names of the different parts of a book; page sequencing.  Develop their phonological 
awareness, so that they can: spot and suggest rhymes; count or clap syllables in a word; 
recognise words with the same initial sound.  Engage in extended conversations about stories, 
learning new vocabulary.  
 
Children in Reception:  Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. Blend sounds into 
words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences.  
Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. Read a few 
common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. Read simple phrases and 
sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a 
few exception words. Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their 
fluency and their understanding and enjoyment 
 
 

 
Read, Write, Inc 
 

L i t e r a c y :  R e a d i n g  ( c o n t i n u e d )   
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Literacy: Writing Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early 
writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ 
for mummy. Write some or all of their name.  Write some letters accurately. 
 
Children in Reception: Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.  Spell words by identifying 
the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.  Write short sentences with words with 
known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.  Re-read what they have 
written to check that it makes sense.  
 

 

• Children will write during phonics sessions, focus groups and Explore and Learn time. Special 
writing table with dinosaur pencils next to dinosaur small world. Dinosaur spotting records and 
palaeontologist dig labels in role play areas; clipboards in construction resources and images 
of dinosaur themed constructions (a trap, a museum, a time machine, a cave etc.) to 
encourage children to create a plan for their design/annotated drawing once completed.  
Mark making tools transportable. Range of mark making tools and different types of paper.  

• Writing: High quality texts will inspire writing and provide opportunities throughout to learn 
new vocabulary.  Writing focus groups will move towards more independent writing with 
larger groups of children working together at the same time.   

 
Texts: Mad About Dinosaurs by Giles Andreae and David Wojtowycz; Stomp Dinosaur, Stomp! by 
Margaret Mayo/Alex Ayliffe Dinosaur fact file writing including correct words for dinosaur body parts 
(tail, teeth, wings, horns, feet, crest, brain, sail, spikes etc.), adjectives for description of size / colour. 
Use phonics and verbs knowledge to add sentences/captions to describe dinosaur actions and 
movement for dinosaur images (stomping, opening, guzzling, swishing, flicking, swooping, hunting, 
flapping, swimming, swinging, gulping, charging, chomping etc.).  Dinosaur eggs found in outdoor area. 
Build nests in groups.  Write signs for dinosaur nests made using phonics knowledge (e.g., do not touch 
the eggs, be quiet, be careful, watch out, tell us if eggs hatch etc.).  
 
Resource: Dough dinosaur eggs (coffee grounds, salt, flour, sand, compost, water, food colouring, 
baked) to be slowly cracked across days.  Dinosaur egg diary. Take photos and write captions of eggs in 
nest, cracks, hatching then description of hatched baby dinosaur. Baby dinosaurs go missing. Create 
posters to display around school, have you seen our dinosaurs? Also present information on these 
posters to other classes. Work in groups to create a plan to trap the dinosaurs, draw and label it and 
build this as a team. Consider whether the dinosaur is a plant or meat eater as part of this. When 
dinosaurs appear in traps add to large dinosaurs in the small world. 
 
Text: Dear Dinosaur by Chae Strathie/Nicola O’Byrne: Write letters to and from a dinosaur in a 
museum.  
 
Text: Katie and the Dinosaurs: A Prehistoric Adventure by James Mayhew 
Make a dinosaur adventure story book, each day focussing on different part, looking at the key features 
of a beginning, middle and end, using the structure of Katie and the Dinosaurs, where a child meets real 
dinosaurs when she goes through a magic door at the museum. 
Writing assessments of Phase 2 and 3 tricky and high frequency words.  

• Mother’s Day card writing. 

• Daily handwriting session, practising words and sounds for the week. 
 
Texts: Spring non-fiction texts from resource library and photos taken by the children in school 
grounds: How does our environment change in spring? Focus on different days on baby animals, 
weather and plants; Which animals lay eggs? Annotations of chicken and frog life cycles. 
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Weeks 1 -3 
 
Mathematics Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Recite numbers past 5. Say one number for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. Solve real world 
mathematical problems with numbers up to 5. Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, 
‘fewer than’.   

Children in Reception: 
Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise.  Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 
number value. Count beyond ten. Compare numbers.  Understand the ‘one more than/one less 
than’ relationship between consecutive numbers.  Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 
Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–10.  
 
Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. Compose and 
decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, just as 
numbers can. Continue, copy and create repeating patterns.   

 
White Rose Maths Unit: Building 9 and 10 
This includes: 

• 9 and 10 

• Comparing numbers to 10 

• Bonds to 10 

• 3D shape 

• Patterns 
 
Stories to support learning 

 

10 Black Dots by Donald Crews  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPJEqUB2CxA 
Ten Red Apples – by Pat Hutchins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzR57dI-7FE 
Ten Little Dinosaurs or Ten Little Robots or Ten Little Pirates by Mike Brownlow.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DE_QkBDYJc 
Pattern fish by Trudy Harris. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_mqVCewsYA 
Rooster’s Off to See the World by Eric Carle https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOh1Mqbr8YE 

Numberblocks episodes for numbers 9 and 10 on CBeebies 

Songs to support learning 
Numberblocks songs for numbers 9 and 10 on CBeebies 
Ten Green Bottles – counting back from 10 to 0. 
3-D Shape song https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zps34wx 
Pattern rap https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQ9q4U2P3ig 
What comes next in coloured objects pattern song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBjjxSx45-Q 
Pump the pattern action pattern song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hoFhVdYsmPg 
Alligator Chomp action pattern song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvLNhTnDO4I 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPJEqUB2CxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzR57dI-7FE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DE_QkBDYJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_mqVCewsYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOh1Mqbr8YE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zps34wx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQ9q4U2P3ig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBjjxSx45-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hoFhVdYsmPg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvLNhTnDO4I


 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
 
Weeks 4-6 

 
Consolidation, informed by formative assessment 
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Understanding the World Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Use all their senses in hands on exploration of natural materials. 
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. Talk about what they 
see, using a wide vocabulary. Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.  
Show interest in different occupations. Explore how things work.  Plant seeds and care for 
growing plants. Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. Begin to 
understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.  
Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.  Talk about the differences between 
materials and changes they notice.  Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences 
between people. Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the 
differences they have experienced or seen in photos.  
 
Children in Reception:  Talk about members of their immediate family and community. Name 
and describe people who are familiar to them. Compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past.  Draw information from a simple map. Understand that some 
places are special to members of their community. Recognise that people have different beliefs 
and celebrate special times in different ways. Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other countries. Explore the natural world around them. 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. Recognise some environments that are 
different to the one in which they live.  Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural 
world around them. 

 

• RE Unit from Wiltshire Agreed RE Syllabus: Christianity Easter.  How is Christian festival of 
Easter celebrated around the world, in a range of cultures? Key focus on traditions relating to 
food, Lent, Mardi Gras carnival, Easter eggs. Look at countries on a globe. 
 

• Ziggy Zebra to continue to go home to spend a week with further children, talk about 
experience. 

• Mothering Sunday. 

• Introduction to Wales with a special day devoted to this on St David’s Day (Patron saint of 
Wales) 1st March.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-st-davids-day 

• Introduction to Ireland with a special day devoted to this on St Patrick’s Day (Patron saint of 
Ireland) 17th March.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-st-patricks-day 

• During the term the children will find dinosaur eggs, explore creatures that lay eggs, bird nest 
building and make own nest for the dinosaur eggs. They will keep a diary of the hatching 
process.   

• See above (Wales and Ireland) 
Key questions about the past. 

• When were the dinosaurs alive? 

• How do we know about the dinosaurs? Introduce concept of historical artefacts and fossils.  
Children will examine fossils and make their own using salt dough. 

• What is a skeleton? Explore animals with skeletons, look at x-ray images.  Create dinosaur 
skeleton picture. 

• Occupations: What does a palaeontologist do?  
Investigation: Using dig tools and importance of being careful to protect the find.  Use 
cocktail sticks and brushes to remove chocolate chips from cookies and then use fine tools in 
dig role play.  

• Draw and measure bones, fossils, skeletons found and label for a museum display.   

• What do dinosaurs eat? Use herbivore and carnivore classification keys.  Look at different 
diets, link to the traps that the children will make to catch their missing baby dinosaurs. 

• Which animals lay eggs?  Explore chickens, dinosaurs and frogs, create life cycle drawings 
and annotations of chicken life cycles from photos. 
 

Forest School 

• How does own environment change in the spring? Explore changes to the immediate 
environment as plants start to grow, including changes to the fields that they have seen 
around the village. Weather changes and clothing.  Observational drawings of spring plants, 
label using phonics knowledge: flower, petal, leaf, roots, stem. Brambly Hedge Spring Story 
by Jill Barklem.   

  
Using technology to support learning across the curriculum (eLiM): Multimedia 

• Create art using 2Paint 
• Create music using 2Simple Music Toolkit, Music Sparkles or Tap a Tune 
• Take photos using iPad 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-st-davids-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-st-patricks-day
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Expressive Arts and Design Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent 
something else even though they are not similar. Begin to develop complex stories using small 
world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc. Make imaginative and complex 
‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.  
Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
Join different materials and explore different textures. Create closed shapes with continuous 
lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. Draw with increasing complexity and 
detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. Use drawing to represent 
ideas like movement or loud noises. Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings.  
Explore colour and colour- mixing. Listen with increased attention to sounds. Respond to what 
they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.  Remember and sing entire songs. Sing 
the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). Sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. Create their own songs, or 
improvise a song around one they know. Play instruments with increasing control to express their 
feelings and ideas.  

Children in Reception:   Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas 
and feelings. Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them. Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. Listen 
attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. Watch and 
talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. Sing in a group or 
on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. Develop storylines in 
their pretend play. Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 
. 
  

 

 
Art, Design and Technology 
Key technique focus for this term: Photography 
Key photographers to learn about and discuss: Rob Kessler, Karl Blossfelt, Edward Weston. 
 
Adult-initiated/led creative activities linked to skills on left may include: 

• Learning how to use the iPad to take and edit photos. 

• Setting up scenes to take photos. 

• Taking photos of natural objects linked to spring. 

• Using photos combined with other skills taught so far (collage, painting etc). 
 
Music and Dance 
Charanga Unit: Our World:  https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1313441-our-world 
 

• The children will also listen/watch classical music and ballet across the term, being able to 
name the piece and know the composer.  Discussions about imagery created by the music 
and likes/dislikes/favourite parts: 

• The Four Seasons: Spring by Vivaldi.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3nSvIiBNFo 
Swan Lake: Dance of the Cygnets, music by Tchaikovsky  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GsajWIF3ws 

• Traditional nursery rhymes such as Humpty, Dumpty; I’m a Little Teapot etc. 
 
Dinosaur themed songs may include: 

• Dinosaur Stomp action rap  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Imhi98dHa5w 

• Spinosaurus vs Tyrannosaurus; Hey Ho Brachio;  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWDxTCB4jd8 

• We are the dinosaurs marching song 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SmeQwkjTLY 

• Dinosaurs sticky kids action song 

•  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh6B3W0w6GA 
Singing Assemblies every other Thursday. 
Small World 

• Dinosaur small world with characters from stories being studied and mini-me children. 
 
Role-Play 

• Dinosaur costumes; Dinosaur Museum; Palaeontologist dig site with soil/sand and fossils / 
bones to find, using small brushes and digging tools. 

 
Other Continuous Provision 

• Creation Station area with a wide range of resources for mixing colours, joining things 
together and combining materials.  Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Selection of collage materials, different paper types, junk modelling resources, painting and 
printing tools, mark making resources inside and outdoors.   

• Double sided painting easel. 

• Images and objects linked to current theme and the work of focus artists to inspire and 
support on easel and displayed in Creation Station. 

• Wiltshire Scrapstore craft and construction resources. 

• ‘Work in progress’ worktop where models can be retained for a period for children to enjoy, 
develop, or refer to. 

https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1313441-our-world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3nSvIiBNFo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GsajWIF3ws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Imhi98dHa5w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWDxTCB4jd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SmeQwkjTLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh6B3W0w6GA


  

EYFS Term 5 
What is a superhero? 

 

 

 

 



EYFS Curriculum Skills Implementation 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This 
helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them. Develop their 
sense of responsibility and membership of a community. Become more outgoing with unfamiliar 
people, in the safe context of their setting. Show more confidence in new social situations.  Play with 
one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas. Help to find solutions to conflicts 
and rivalries, and suggesting other ideas. Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are 
important. Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule 
Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. Talk with others to solve conflicts. Talk about their 
feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. Begin to understand how others might be 
feeling. 

 
Children in Reception: See themselves as a valuable individual. Build constructive and respectful 
relationships. Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Show resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and 
emotionally. Think about the perspectives of others.  Manage their own needs.  
 

Jigsaw unit: Relationships: Family life, friendships, breaking friendships, falling out, dealing with 
bullying, being a good friend. 

• Circle time and within play situations as they happen: talk about fair and unfair situations. 
Encourage children to think about issues from the viewpoint of others.  

• Go over school behavioural expectations frequently together.  Ensure that children have 
opportunities to identify and discuss boundaries, so that they understand why they are 
there and what they are intended to achieve.  This includes expectations relating to 
activity/speaking turn taking and stopping to listen when an adult is talking.  Establish high 
expectations for children following instructions, with high levels of support when 
necessary.  Explore and Learn Time, teacher directed groups and daily routines: activities 
that require turn-taking and sharing. 

• Teacher directed groups: ensure mixed groupings provide opportunities to develop 
existing and new relationships.   Support children in linking openly and confidently with 
others, e.g. to seek help or check information.  

• The children will each get a turn throughout the year to take home the following for 
discussion on return to school, providing opportunities for children to reflect on successes, 
achievements and individual preferences and opinions.  Ziggy the Zebra (spend the week 
with a child and put photos, drawings and words written by child or parent to describe the 
events of the week). All About Me box (fill with objects, photos and notes). 

• Introduce merit system and community points system.  Set own goals for future learning. 
Children to plan what to say in Achievement Assembly when reach certificate point,, 
regarding next steps and speak in front of the school with adult support 

• Introduce ‘What to do if I’m stuck’ strategies.  Provide opportunities for children to reflect 
and self- evaluate their own work. Show that mistakes are an important part of learning.  
Engagement, Integrity and Resilience, growth mindset and 4Rs (Resilience, Reciprocity, 
Resourcefulness and Reflectiveness) vocabulary to be introduced through stories such as:  
 

The Dot by Peter Reynolds https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q 
Your Fantastic Elastic Brain by Jo Ann Deak https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg 
Almost Anything by Sophie Henn  
Bears Don’t Read by Emma Chichester Clark  
Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y 
Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds 
After the fall by Dan Santat https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw 
The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw 
The Little Engine that could by Watty Piper https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o 
 
Self-care areas to focus on this term:  

9. Continue to develop independence at lunchtime: pouring drinks, using pinch and pull 
method to open packets; using cutlery efficiently.   

10. Continue to target intervention for children unable to dress/undress for P.E. or outdoor 
play.   

11. Continue to support with toileting, if needed. 
12. Fire and road safety.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o
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Communication and Language Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what 
happens. Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time. Use a wider range of 
vocabulary. Understand a question or instruction that has two parts.  Sing a large repertoire of songs. 
Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. Develop their 
communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals.  May have 
problems saying: some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh and multisyllabic words.  Use longer sentences of 
four to six words.  Express a point of view and debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, 
using words as well as actions. Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many 
turns. Use talk to organise themselves and their play. 

 
Children in Reception: Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.  Learn new 
vocabulary and use through the day. Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand 
what has been said to them. Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. Connect 
one idea or action to another using a range of connectives.  Describe events in some detail. Use talk to 
help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why they 
might happen. Develop social phrases.  Engage in story times. Listen to and talk about stories to build 
familiarity and understanding. Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the 
text; some as exact repetition and some in their own words. Use new vocabulary in different contexts.  
Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs.  Engage in non-fiction books.   Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep 
familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
  
 

 

• Model being a listener, explaining why it is important to pay attention when others are 
speaking.  Listening in assemblies (start to attend Tuesday assemblies).  Use multi-step 
instructions in daily routines and planned in adult led activities, including P.E.  Ask ‘how’ 
and ‘why’ questions.  

• Use challenging vocabulary and correct pronunciation or grammatical errors. Encourage 
children to speak in full sentences and use conjunctions, rather than accepting a single 
word answer, start by modelling.  Help children build sentences using new vocabulary by 
rephrasing what they say and structuring their responses using sentence starters. Model 
accurate irregular grammar such as past tense, plurals, complex sentences. 

• Frequent reading of high quality texts to listen to and discuss, anticipating and joining in 
with repeated refrains. See Literacy for details of texts and Guided Reading. 

• Dances and action songs linked to topic, phonics and maths, including those that require 
replies and turn-taking.  

• Show and Tell, All About Me box and Ziggy Zebra sessions. The children can use these 
opportunities to use past, present and future forms accurately.   

• Provide for, initiate and join in imaginative play and role-play, encouraging children to talk 
about what is happening, act out the scenarios in character and introduce a storyline into 
their play, including props, outfits, puppets etc: superhero headquarters role play, 
including props, outfits, superhero puppets etc.  

• Small World: Focus groups to model how we can use this to act out storylines, including 
those from known texts.  Characters from stories read on lollipop sticks. Emergency 
services wooden small world sets. 

• Speaking and Listening Challenge Cards adapted from  
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/pdfs/speaking_and_listening_cards.pdf.  For 
example: When you get home there is a giant lump under the carpet.  What could it be 
and how did it get there?; What is in this box. Who is it for and where has it come from?; 
You open a magical door and walk through.  Where does this take you?  You wake up as a 
monkey.  What do you do?  One morning you wake up and realise you can talk to animals.  
Which animals would you like to talk to?  Why?  What would you ask them?   

• Monitor any children who may be showing signs of SEND in this area, put intervention in 
place early.  

• Ambitious vocabulary introduced through stories and linked to topic, to be displayed in 
classroom and referred to regularly.  Also use Tier 2 Ambitious Vocabulary:  One new word 
each week.  Words for this term: demolish, factory, grumpy, scar, vanish. 

• Timetable at least one (two where possible) story sessions each day and display quality 
books in book corner.  

• Traction Man video speaking (see Literacy). 

• Talking Boxes: Going to the Park, adapted from  
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-
health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-
therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes  such as: Going to the Park; 
Helicopter Stories.  The children will each take it in turns to develop a story orally in this 
style, developing listening and speaking.  https://helicopterstories.co.uk/ 

 

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/pdfs/speaking_and_listening_cards.pdf
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://helicopterstories.co.uk/
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Physical Development Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding and ball skills. 
Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. Skip, hop, stand on one leg and 
hold a pose for a game like musical statues. Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, 
paint and make marks. Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, 
or in teams. Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which 
are related to music and rhythm. Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the 
setting. For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length 
and width. Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. Collaborate with others to manage 
moving/carrying large items.  Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in 
paper with scissors. Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. Start to 
eat independently and use a knife and fork. Show a preference for a dominant hand. Be increasingly 
independent in fine motor skills for dressing and eating.   
 
Children in Reception:  Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already 
acquired: rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, running, hopping, skipping, climbing.  Progress towards a 
more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace.  Develop the overall body strength, 
co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future physical education 
sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and swimming.  Develop 
their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. 
Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons.  Use 
their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.  
Combine different movements with ease and fluency.  Confidently and safely use a range of large and 
small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group. Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-
ordination and agility.  Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, 
kicking, passing, batting, and aiming. Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when 
engaging in activities that involve a ball.  Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, 
accurate and efficient. Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and 
wellbeing: regular physical activity, healthy eating,  toothbrushing, sensible amounts of ‘screen time’, 
having a good sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian.  Further develop the skills they need to manage 
the school day successfully: lining up and queuing, mealtimes, personal hygiene (note that many of 
these are covered in Managing Self, within Personal, Social and Emotional Development).   
 

 
Gross Motor Skills 
P.E. 
There will be 2 lessons of PE each week. 

1. Cricket 
2. Throwing and Catching P.E.  See Multi - Skills in whole school P.E. Scheme for lesson 

plans: 

• Ladders  

• Circuits (2 lessons) 

• Ball Skills (2 lessons) 
 

• Plan opportunities after exercise, for children to use vocabulary relating to how their 
bodies feel. 

• Large scale climbing, traveling, sliding and descending equipment at playtimes and in the 
Zebra garden. 

• Provide a choice of open-ended materials to play that allow for extended, repeated and 
regular practising of lifting, carrying, pushing, pulling, constructing, stacking and climbing.  

• Model precise vocabulary to describe movement and directionality, and encourage 
children to use it. Provide children with regular opportunities to practise their movement 
skills alone and with others.  

• Encourage children to be highly active and get out of breath several times every day. 
Provide opportunities for children to, spin, rock, tilt, fall, slide and bounce.  

 
Fine Motor Skills 

• Short daily handwriting session to focus on pencil grip practise to form patterns, using 
Letterjoin and ‘Write from the start’ programme.  Identify the pencil grip used by each 
child and target intervention as appropriate.  Review progress regularly. 

• Finger gym. 

• Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Wide range of mark making resources available inside and outdoors. 

• Threading, putting clothes onto dolls, set up and playing with small world small items, sand 
and water tools, sewing, woodwork, malleable materials in focus groups and Explore and 
Learn Time. 

• Creative resources in continuous provision which promote fine motor control, such as 
scissors, staplers, hole punches, rollers, stampers, painting equipment and sequins.   

• Wide range of construction toys of different sizes, made of wood, rubber or plastic, that fix 
together in a variety of ways, e.g. by twisting, pushing, slotting or magnetism.  

• Model correct use of cutlery.   

• Before teaching children the correct pencil grip and posture for writing, or how to use a 
knife and fork and cut with scissors, check that children have developed their upper arm 
and shoulder strength sufficiently: they don’t need to move their shoulders as they move 
their hands and fingers.  That they can move and rotate their lower arms and wrists 
independently.   
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Literacy Comprehension and Word Reading Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Understand the five key concepts about print: print has meaning; 
print can have different purposes; we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom; the 
names of the different parts of a book; page sequencing.  Develop their phonological awareness, so 
that they can: spot and suggest rhymes; count or clap syllables in a word; recognise words with the 
same initial sound.  Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.  
 
Children in Reception:  Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. Blend sounds into 
words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences.  Read 
some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. Read a few common 
exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. Read simple phrases and sentences 
made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception 
words. Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Read, Write, Inc 
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Literacy (Writing) 
 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021) 
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  Spell words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.  Write simple phrases and sentences that 
can be read by others. 
 
 

Literacy: Writing Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters 2020) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. 
For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy. 
Write some or all of their name.  Write some letters accurately. 
 
Children in Reception: Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.  Spell words by identifying the 
sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.  Write short sentences with words with known 
sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.  Re-read what they have written to 
check that it makes sense.  
 

 

• Children will write during phonics sessions, focus groups and Explore and Learn time.  

• Superhero headquarters and emergency services role-play areas, city and emergency services  
small worlds to inspire writing. 

• Mark making tools/paper transportable and easily accessible indoors and outside.. 
 
Writing: 
 
Resources: Images of familiar comic book superheroes; Write description in sentences for known 
superhero and write sentences to describe super powers. 
 
Text: Eliot Jones, Midnight Superhero by Anne Cottringer. Write speech bubbles and captions for Eliot 
Jones, Midnight Superhero scenes. 
 
Text: Supertato series of texts (Supertato; Supertato: Run, Veggies, Run!; Supertato Veggies 
Assemble) by Sue Hendra and Paul Linnet). Write captions for Supertato scenes. 
Make own vegetable superhero, take photo and describe outfit and super powers. 
Police report of series of evil pea crimes in the classroom across the week. 
 
Texts  resources: Selection of non-fiction emergency services texts, visits from police / fire service etc 
and videos of emergency vehicles; Bear Feels Sick by Karma Wilson; Topsy and Tim go to hospital by 
Jean and Gareth Adamson; Flashing Fire Engines by Tony Mitton. 
Bear Feels Sick:  Write sentences to describe what Bear’s friends did to help him to feel better. 
Topsy and Tim go to hospital:  Write sentences to describe what happened to Tim. 
Flashing Fire Engines by Tony Mitton: Use this text and other fire service images to write about the role 
of the fire service and their vehicles. 
 
Text: Goldilocks and the Three Bears; The Three Little Pigs; Little Red Riding Hood 
Write police crime scene reports for evidence of crimes committed by Goldilocks and The Big Bad Wolf/  
Write mindmap character description. Wanted poster for The Big Bad Wolf. 
 
Texts: Comic books: Onomatopoeia words linked to superheroes pop art. 
 
Text: Traction Man by Mini Grey  
Description of sink diving scene, introducing the idea of objects coming to life; thought and speech 
bubble writing linked to creating humour by thinking one thing and saying another; plan then make a 
group mini movie for own scene from Traction Man, using ordinary objects as villains.  
 
Resource: grow plants from seed in the Zebra garden, including potatoes.   
Write diaries and how to look after your plant instruction writing. 
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 Weeks 1-3 

Mathematics Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Recite numbers past 5. Say one number for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. Solve real world mathematical 
problems with numbers up to 5. Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.   

Children in Reception: 
Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise.  Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 
number value. Count beyond ten. Compare numbers.  Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ 
relationship between consecutive numbers.  Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 
Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–10.  
 
Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. 
 

 
White Rose unit: To 20 and beyond 
 
This includes: 

• Building numbers beyond 10 

• Counting patterns beyond 10 

• Spatial Reasoning: Match, rotate, manipulate 
 
Stories to support learning 
 

 
Hippos Go Berserk! by Sandra Boynton https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pm7mYklAbu0 
Teeth, Tails, & Tentacles by Christopher Wormell. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6h5tSlZcEE 
Handa's Hen by Eileen Browne. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9FZqX1CBqE 

 
Songs to support learning 
Counting forwards and backwards to 100 using actions for each set of 10 as in 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TgLtF3PMOc 
Numbers in the teens they start with a 1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1W5aYi3lkho 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pm7mYklAbu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6h5tSlZcEE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9FZqX1CBqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TgLtF3PMOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1W5aYi3lkho


 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Weeks 4-6 

 
Mathematics Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Recite numbers past 5. Say one number for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. Solve real world mathematical 
problems with numbers up to 5. Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.   

Children in Reception: 
Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise.  Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 
number value. Count beyond ten. Compare numbers.  Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ 
relationship between consecutive numbers.  Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 
Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–10.  
 
Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, 
just as numbers can.  

 
White Rose unit: First, then, now 

• This includes: 

• Adding more 

• Taking away 

• Spatial reasoning: Compose and decompose 
 

Stories to support learning 

 
My Granny Went to Market by Stella Blackstone https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P61tyqTntpI 
10 Little Princesses /10 Little Pirates by Mike Brownlow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Y3s_wdBuHQ 
 
Subtraction jigsaw game 
https://www.mathplayground.com/puzzle_pics/tilesmath_zero_to_twenty_sub.htm 

Songs to support learning 

Addition song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqQ1VkBvuRs 
10 fat sausages https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-ten-fat-sausages/z6vh7nb 
5 Little Speckled Frogs https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQTVrxj4l6o 
9 Green Bottles https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXtkeDeDUNU 
10  Little Fairies https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bDZ8H5KGok 
Subtraction action song:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwQKugrFmJQ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P61tyqTntpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Y3s_wdBuHQ
https://www.mathplayground.com/puzzle_pics/tilesmath_zero_to_twenty_sub.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqQ1VkBvuRs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-ten-fat-sausages/z6vh7nb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQTVrxj4l6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXtkeDeDUNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bDZ8H5KGok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwQKugrFmJQ
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Understanding the World Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Use all their senses in hands on exploration of natural materials. 
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. Talk about what they 
see, using a wide vocabulary. Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.  
Show interest in different occupations. Explore how things work.  Plant seeds and care for 
growing plants. Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. Begin to 
understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.  
Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.  Talk about the differences between 
materials and changes they notice.  Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences 
between people. Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the 
differences they have experienced or seen in photos.  
 
Children in Reception:  Talk about members of their immediate family and community. Name 
and describe people who are familiar to them. Compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past.  Draw information from a simple map. Understand that some 
places are special to members of their community. Recognise that people have different beliefs 
and celebrate special times in different ways. Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other countries. Explore the natural world around them. 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. Recognise some environments that are 
different to the one in which they live.  Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural 
world around them.  
 
  

 

• RE Unit from Wiltshire Agreed RE Syllabus: Special Places 
 

• Ziggy Zebra to continue to go home to spend a week with further children, talk about 
experience, focus on things that they enjoy doing and traditions. 

• May Day traditions in other parts of the country (Maypole, Morris Dancing, blossom sticks, 
hobby horses). Look at maps of UK.   

• Exploring life in a city, comparing it to living in Bratton and surrounding areas. 

• Keeping people safe in a city: police, fire service and ambulance. Role play and new small 
world resources for emergency services.   

• Look at images of emergency services in the past  and compare to modern day (vehicles, 
equipment, clothing etc).   

• Introduction to England relating to  St George’s Day  (Patron saint of England) 23rd April. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-st-georges-day 

 

• London.  What does London look like?  Compare to living in the country.  What can you do if 
you visit London?  Explore maps of London, including key features and landmarks: River 
Thames, Buckingham Palace, Tower Bridge, London Eye, Houses of Parliament, St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Hyde Park, underground stations.  Link to St George’s Day.   

• Forest School and in Zebra garden: sow seeds and begin to grow vegetables and flowers, 
measuring and recording changes.  To continue into term 6. What do plants need to grow 
well?  Stories may include: Oliver’s Vegetables by Vivian French; Jasper’s Beanstalk by Nick 
Butterworth.   

• Potato growing diary with measuring visible parts, linked to Supertato story. 
 

• Sink or swim super veggies floating and sinking  
Use a kitchen sink or bowl of water. Explore which fruits and vegetables sink /float.  Make 
predictions first.  Why do you think some float and some sink?  Do some float and then sink? 
Potatoes, whole lemon and sliced lemons, whole limes, bananas, apples, mango, raisins, 
peas, tomatoes.   Explore floating and sinking with other objects, such as coins, corks, spoons, 
pieces of Lego, flannels, piece of paper.   

• Write like a superhero: invisible ink  
Squeeze some lemon juice into a bowl and add a few drops of water. Mix. Dip a cotton bud 
into the mixture and write a message onto white paper. Wait for the juice to dry so it 
becomes completely invisible.  When you are ready to read your secret message or show it to 
someone else, heat the paper by holding it close to a light bulb.  Lemon juice is an organic 
substance that oxidizes and turns brown when heated. 

• Super Spiders  
Hunt for spiders and spider webs outside.  Where do spiders make their webs?  Are they all 
the same shape?  How many different types of spiders can you spot? Take photos / draw the 
spiders and webs to record what you find.   

• Spiderweb STEM Challenge 
Make a spiderweb using dental floss and a clothes hanger.  Draw spiders on stones.  Can your 
web hold one spider?  More?  How can you repair a hole in your web?   

Using technology to support learning across the curriculum (eLiM):  Multimedia 
• Type name/ labels using 2Publish 
• Use video to retell and create stories, including using green screens 
• Create simple animations e.g. ABCYA  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-st-georges-day
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Expressive Arts and Design Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent 
something else even though they are not similar. Begin to develop complex stories using small 
world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc. Make imaginative and complex 
‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.  
Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
Join different materials and explore different textures. Create closed shapes with continuous 
lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. Draw with increasing complexity and 
detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. Use drawing to represent 
ideas like movement or loud noises. Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings.  
Explore colour and colour- mixing. Listen with increased attention to sounds. Respond to what 
they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.  Remember and sing entire songs. Sing 
the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). Sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. Create their own songs, or 
improvise a song around one they know. Play instruments with increasing control to express their 
feelings and ideas.  

Children in Reception:   Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas 
and feelings. Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them. Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. Listen 
attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. Watch and 
talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. Sing in a group or 
on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. Develop storylines in 
their pretend play. Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.  
 

Art, Design and Technology 
Key technique focus for this term: Graphic Design, including comic book art. 
Key artists to learn about and discuss:  
Roy Lichenstein (Varoom; Whaam!). 
Logos and signs from familiar experiences 
 
Focus group activities linked to skills on left may include: 

• Making scrapbooks of logos /signs from familiar experiences, looking at how messages are 
conveyed. 

• Using technology to create logos in a paint app. 

• Using pop art style dots to show colour without filling a space completely. 

• Creating a photo collage flying superhero city scene with a pop art style word. 

• Traction Man movie making (see Technology). 
 
Music and Dance 

• Charanga Unit: Big Bear Funk https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1314277-big-
bear-funk 
www.charanga.co.uk Login- 161979 Password- zebraclass 

• Traditional nursery rhymes such as Pat-a-cake; Oranges and Lemons; Miss Polly had a dolly. 
 
Superhero songs may include:  

• Let’s go heroes? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_iert5hSKY 

• I am a superhero: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6HXzx9YS58 

• I’m a superhero, look at me go: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG2ypfkY9D0 

• Fire service song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
go914xgHrQ&list=PLTQPkz9b9kE4K5p6i531c1rSMPzp3tPxr 

• Police song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpobmsOQakE 

• Vegetable song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RE5tvaveVak 

• Singing Assemblies every other Thursday. 
 
Small World 

• Small world: city superhero scene with buildings, cars and superheroes on lolly sticks. 
 
Role-Play 

• Superhero headquarters; Police station; Supermarket; City builders construction set, 
including cement mixer, foam bricks, tools, hats, jackets 

 
Other Continuous Provision 

• Creation Station area with a wide range of resources for mixing colours, joining things 
together and combining materials.  Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Selection of collage materials, different paper types, junk modelling resources, painting and 
printing tools, mark making resources inside and outdoors.   

• Double sided painting easel. 

• Images and objects linked to current theme and the work of focus artists to inspire and 
support on easel and displayed in Creation Station. 

• Wiltshire Scrapstore craft and construction resources. 

• ‘Work in progress’ worktop where models can be retained for a period for children to enjoy, 
develop, or refer to. 

https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1314277-big-bear-funk
https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1314277-big-bear-funk
http://www.charanga.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_iert5hSKY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6HXzx9YS58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG2ypfkY9D0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-go914xgHrQ&list=PLTQPkz9b9kE4K5p6i531c1rSMPzp3tPxr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-go914xgHrQ&list=PLTQPkz9b9kE4K5p6i531c1rSMPzp3tPxr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpobmsOQakE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RE5tvaveVak


 
 
 
 

 

  EYFS Term 6 
Would you like to be 
beside the seaside? 
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Self-Regulation 
 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021):  Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of 
others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly.  Set and work towards simple goals, being able 
to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate.  Give focused 
attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an 
ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  
 
Managing Self 
 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Be confident to try new activities and show independence, 
resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.  Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong 
and try to behave accordingly.  Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, 
going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.  
 
Building Relationships 
 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.  Form 
positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.  Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ 
needs.  
 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Non-Statutory Guidance (Development 
Matters 2020) 
 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps 
them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them. Develop their sense of 
responsibility and membership of a community. Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the 
safe context of their setting. Show more confidence in new social situations.  Play with one or more other 
children, extending and elaborating play ideas. Help to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries, and 
suggesting other ideas. Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important. Do not always 
need an adult to remind them of a rule 
Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. Talk with others to solve conflicts. Talk about their feelings 
using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. Begin to understand how others might be feeling. 

 
Children in Reception: See themselves as a valuable individual. Build constructive and respectful 
relationships. Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Show resilience and perseverance 
in the face of challenge. Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. Think about 
the perspectives of others.  Manage their own needs.  
 

Jigsaw unit: Changing me: Bodies, respecting my body, growing up, growth and change, fun 
and fears, celebrations. 

• Circle time and within play situations as they happen: talk about fair and unfair 
situations. Encourage children to think about issues from the viewpoint of others.  

• Go over school behavioural expectations frequently together.  Ensure that children 
have opportunities to identify and discuss boundaries, so that they understand why 
they are there and what they are intended to achieve.  This includes expectations 
relating to activity/speaking turn taking and stopping to listen when an adult is talking.  
Establish high expectations for children following instructions, with high levels of 
support when necessary.  Explore and Learn Time, teacher directed groups and daily 
routines: activities that require turn-taking and sharing. 

• Teacher directed groups: ensure mixed groupings provide opportunities to develop 
existing and new relationships.   Support children in linking openly and confidently with 
others, e.g. to seek help or check information.  

• The children will each get a turn throughout the year to take home the following for 
discussion on return to school, providing opportunities for children to reflect on 
successes, achievements and individual preferences and opinions.  Ziggy the Zebra 
(spend the week with a child and put photos, drawings and words written by child or 
parent to describe the events of the week). All About Me box (fill with objects, photos 
and notes). 

• Introduce merit system and community points system.  Set own goals for future 
learning. Children to plan what to say in Achievement Assembly when reach certificate 
point,, regarding next steps and speak in front of the school with adult support 

• Introduce ‘What to do if I’m stuck’ strategies.  Provide opportunities for children to 
reflect and self- evaluate their own work. Show that mistakes are an important part of 
learning.  Engagement, Integrity and Resilience, growth mindset and 4Rs (Resilience, 
Reciprocity, Resourcefulness and Reflectiveness) vocabulary to be introduced through 
stories such as:  
 

The Dot by Peter Reynolds https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q 
Your Fantastic Elastic Brain by Jo Ann Deak https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg 
Almost Anything by Sophie Henn  
Bears Don’t Read by Emma Chichester Clark  
Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y 
Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds 
After the fall by Dan Santat https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw 
The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw 
The Little Engine that could by Watty Piper https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o 
 
Self-care areas to focus on this term:  

13. Continue to develop independence at lunchtime: pouring drinks, using pinch and pull 
method to open packets; using cutlery efficiently.   

14. Continue to target intervention for children unable to dress/undress for P.E. or outdoor 
play.   

15. Continue to support with toileting, if needed. 

• Sun safety and playing near water. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fNrWPoUBWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5yZ8K7pb0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUKt1a6I3yw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2EhWYGbi5o
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Listening, Attention and Understanding  

Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant 
questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group 
interactions.  Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their 
understanding.  Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and 
peers. 
 

Speaking  
 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, 
offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.   Offer explanations for why things might 
happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 
appropriate. Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of 
past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their 
teacher.  
 

 
Communication and Language Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters 2020) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years: Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. 
Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time. Use a wider range of vocabulary. 
Understand a question or instruction that has two parts.  Sing a large repertoire of songs. Know many 
rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. Develop their 
communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals.  May have 
problems saying: some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh and multisyllabic words.  Use longer sentences of four to 
six words.  Express a point of view and debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words 
as well as actions. Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns. Use talk to 
organise themselves and their play. 

 
Children in Reception: Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.  Learn new 
vocabulary and use through the day. Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what 
has been said to them. Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. Connect one idea or 
action to another using a range of connectives.  Describe events in some detail. Use talk to help work out 
problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why they might happen. 
Develop social phrases.  Engage in story times. Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and 
understanding. Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact 
repetition and some in their own words. Use new vocabulary in different contexts.  Listen carefully to 
rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. Learn rhymes, poems and songs.  Engage in non-
fiction books.   Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary. 
 
 

 

• Model being a listener, explaining why it is important to pay attention when others are 
speaking.   

• High expectations for listening in assemblies.   

• Use multi-step instructions in daily routines and planned in adult led activities, 
including P.E.  Ask ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions.  

• Use challenging vocabulary and correct pronunciation or grammatical errors. 
Encourage children to speak in full sentences and use conjunctions, rather than 
accepting a single word answer, start by modelling.  Help children build sentences 
using new vocabulary by rephrasing what they say and structuring their responses 
using sentence starters. Model accurate irregular grammar such as past tense, plurals, 
complex sentences. 

• Frequent reading of high quality texts to listen to and discuss, anticipating and joining 
in with repeated refrains. See Literacy for details of texts and Guided Reading. 

• Action songs linked to topic, phonics and maths, including those that require replies 
and turn-taking.  

• Show and Tell, All About Me box and Ziggy Zebra sessions. The children can use these 
opportunities to use past, present and future forms accurately.   

• Provide for, initiate and join in imaginative play and role-play, encouraging children to 
talk about what is happening, act out the scenarios in character and introduce a 
storyline into their play, including props, outfits, puppets etc.  Beach café role play.  

• Small World Lighthouse/ beach scene: Model how we can use this to act out storylines 
linked to the texts for each week. Characters from stories read on lollipop sticks.   

• Monitor any children who may be showing signs of SEND in this area, put intervention 
in place early.  

• Ambitious vocabulary introduced through stories and linked to topic, to be displayed in 
classroom and referred to regularly.  Also use Tier 2 Ambitious Vocabulary:  One new 
word each week.  Words for this term: annoy, boiled, calm, dozen, fresh, pale, reflect. 

• Timetable at least one (two where possible) story sessions each day and display quality 
books in book corner.  

• Talking Boxes: My holiday.  Adapt ideas from: 
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-
health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-
therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes such as: Let’s Pack; 
Sandcastles; Holiday shopping; Going Fishing; Story Strings.   

• The children will each take it in turns to develop a story orally in this style, developing 
listening and speaking https://helicopterstories.co.uk/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/what-we-do/children-young-people-health-services-cambridgeshire/specialist-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/activities-ideas-and-info/pre-school/talking-boxes
https://helicopterstories.co.uk/
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Physical Development  
 
Gross Motor Skills  
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others.  Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing.  Move 
energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.  
 

Fine Motor Skills  
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing,  using 
the tripod grip in almost all cases.  Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery.  
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.  
 
Physical Development Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters 2020) 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding and ball skills. Go 
up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a 
pose for a game like musical statues. Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and 
make marks. Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams. 
Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to 
music and rhythm. Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, 
they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width. Choose the 
right resources to carry out their own plan. Collaborate with others to manage moving/carrying large 
items.  Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. Use a 
comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. Start to eat independently and use a 
knife and fork. Show a preference for a dominant hand. Be increasingly independent in fine motor skills 
for dressing and eating.   
 
Children in Reception:  Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: 
rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, running, hopping, skipping, climbing.  Progress towards a more fluent 
style of moving, with developing control and grace.  Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, 
balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future physical education sessions and other 
physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and swimming.  Develop their small motor skills so 
that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for 
drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons.  Use their core muscle strength to 
achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.  Combine different movements with 
ease and fluency.  Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, 
alone and in a group. Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility.  Further develop 
and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming. Develop 
confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve a ball.  Develop 
the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. Know and talk about the 
different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: regular physical activity, healthy eating,  
toothbrushing, sensible amounts of ‘screen time’, having a good sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian.  
Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: lining up and queuing, 
mealtimes, personal hygiene (note that many of these are covered in Managing Self, within Personal, 
Social and Emotional Development).   
 

 
Gross Motor Skills 
P.E. 
There will be 2 PE lessons each week. 

1. Country dancing 
2. Athletics.  See whole school P.E. Scheme for lesson plans 

• Jog and sprint 

• Javelin 

• Jumping 

• Batons 

• Sports Day race practice (2 sessions) 

• Sports Day 
 

• Plan opportunities after exercise, for children to use vocabulary relating to how their 
bodies feel. 

• Large scale climbing, traveling, sliding and descending equipment at playtimes and in 
the Zebra garden. 

• Provide a choice of open-ended materials to play that allow for extended, repeated 
and regular practising of lifting, carrying, pushing, pulling, constructing, stacking and 
climbing.  

• Model precise vocabulary to describe movement and directionality, and encourage 
children to use it. Provide children with regular opportunities to practise their 
movement skills alone and with others.  

• Encourage children to be highly active and get out of breath several times every day. 
Provide opportunities for children to, spin, rock, tilt, fall, slide and bounce.  

 
Fine Motor Skills 

• Short daily handwriting session to focus on pencil grip practise to form patterns, using 
Letterjoin and ‘Write from the start’ programme.  Identify the pencil grip used by each 
child and target intervention as appropriate.  Review progress regularly. 

• Finger gym. 

• Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Wide range of mark making resources available inside and outdoors. 

• Threading, putting clothes onto dolls, set up and playing with small world small items, 
sand and water tools, sewing, woodwork, malleable materials in focus groups and 
Explore and Learn Time. 

• Creative resources in continuous provision which promote fine motor control, such as 
scissors, staplers, hole punches, rollers, stampers, painting equipment and sequins.   

• Wide range of construction toys of different sizes, made of wood, rubber or plastic, 
that fix together in a variety of ways, e.g. by twisting, pushing, slotting or magnetism.  

• Model correct use of cutlery.   

• Before teaching children the correct pencil grip and posture for writing, or how to use a 
knife and fork and cut with scissors, check that children have developed their upper 
arm and shoulder strength sufficiently: they don’t need to move their shoulders as 
they move their hands and fingers.  That they can move and rotate their lower arms 
and wrists independently.   
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Literacy (Comprehension and Word Reading) 
 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021) Comprehension: Demonstrate understanding of what has 
been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced 
vocabulary.  Anticipate, where appropriate, key events in stories.  Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during 
role-play.  
 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021) Word Reading: Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet 
and at least 10 digraphs.  Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.  
Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception words.  
 
 

Literacy Comprehension and Word Reading Non-Statutory Guidance 
(Development Matters 2020) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Understand the five key concepts about print: print has meaning; 
print can have different purposes; we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom; the 
names of the different parts of a book; page sequencing.  Develop their phonological awareness, so 
that they can: spot and suggest rhymes; count or clap syllables in a word; recognise words with the 
same initial sound.  Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.  
 
Children in Reception:  Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. Blend sounds into 
words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences.  Read 
some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. Read a few common 
exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. Read simple phrases and sentences 
made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception 
words. Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Read, Write, Inc 
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Literacy (Writing) 
 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021) 
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  Spell words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.  Write simple phrases and sentences that 
can be read by others. 
 
 

Literacy: Writing Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters 2020) 
 
Children working at 3-4 years:  Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. 
For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy. 
Write some or all of their name.  Write some letters accurately. 
 
Children in Reception: Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.  Spell words by identifying the 
sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.  Write short sentences with words with known 
sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.  Re-read what they have written to 
check that it makes sense.  
 

 
Writing: Children will write during phonics sessions, focus groups and Explore and Learn time. Special 
writing table with images and objects to inspire writing linked to sea/maths themes and current 
fascinations for use during Explore and Learn times. Mark making tools/paper transportable and easily 
accessible. This term the children will be taught in a more KS1 style, with most children writing at the 
same time, rather than focus groups during Explore and Learn time. Focus on using phonic knowledge 
and sight words to write, but now extending to key features of narrative in writing (exceeding skill).  
 
Text:  The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch by Ronda and David Armitage.  Story setting description to begin 
the story for The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch book (lighthouse, sea, cliffs, cottage). Character 
descriptions: Mr and Mrs Grinling Character descriptions: Hamish the cat.   Use the illustrations to write a 
description of the problem introduced in the middle of the story (seagulls keep eating Mr Grinling’s 
lunch). Speech bubbles for the seagulls, cat and Mr Grinling, to show characters’ feelings. Write about 
how Mrs Grinling tries different ways to solve this problem.  Use imperative verbs to write instructions to 
make a horrible sandwich for the seagulls (own idea of how she could solve the problem). 
 
Resource: Videos and paintings of stormy and calm seas.  Write two descriptions of contrasting sea 
settings (stormy winter sea and calm summer sea). 
 
Text and Resources: Poetry exploring the British seashore, including ‘In the Cave’ by Sean Forbes, images 
and collected beach objects.  Use ambitious adjectives to compose a list poem of beach treasures, in the 
style of ‘In the Cave’. Day at the beach seaside senses poem.  
 
Text:  The Singing Mermaid by Julia Donaldson. Character descriptions of the Singing Mermaid, 
including feelings. Character description of Sam Sly, including feelings.  Captions for illustrations from 
the middle of the story (problem is that she is taken to the circus). Captions for the end of the story 
where the problem is solved (she escapes). Write own version of a mermaid escape from the circus. 
 
Resource and text: Coral reef film footage/Finding Nemo reef clips and Snap! By Margaret Mayo/Alex 
Ayliffe.  Story setting description: tropical reefs. Using ambitious verbs and introduce adverbs to describe 
the movement of tropical reef sea creatures. Message in a bottle from a tropical island. Writing about 
sea creatures in danger as a result of plastic.   
 
Text: Dougal’s Deep Sea Diary by Simon Bartram.  Dougal character description, to include feelings.   
Write description of own submarine, including movement. Write four diary entries using the illustrations: 
shark diving capsule; night dive; treasure chest; Atlantis. Write additional day diary entry with own 
original ideas.  
 
Text / resources: Flotsam by David Wiesner and photos / postcards of Victorian seaside holidays 
Observe and write about comparisons between seaside holidays then and now, looking at clothing, 
bathing huts, entertainment, activities etc.   
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Weeks 1- 3 
 
Number Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021):   
Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number;  Subitise 
(recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;  Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, 
counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds 
to 10, including double facts.   
 
Numerical Patterns Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021):   
Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system; Compare quantities up to 
10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the 
other quantity; - Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, 
double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 

 
Mathematics Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters 2020) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Recite numbers past 5. Say one number for each item in order: 1, 
2,3,4,5. Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many 
there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and amounts: 
for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. Experiment with 
their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. Solve real world mathematical problems with 
numbers up to 5. Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.   

Children in Reception: 
Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise.  Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 
number value. Count beyond ten. Compare numbers.  Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ 
relationship between consecutive numbers.  Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 
Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–10.  
 
Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. Compose and 
decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, just as 
numbers can. Continue, copy and create repeating patterns.  Compare length, weight and capacity. 
 

 
White Rose Maths unit: Find my pattern 
This includes: 

• Doubling 

• Sharing and grouping 

• Even and odd 

• Spatial reasoning: visualise and build 
 

Stories to support learning 

 

Eggs and Legs: Counting by Twos by Michael Dahl. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rOa-
mncdEw&t=86s 

Two of everything by Lily Toy Hong.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JML_7tsqlmU&t=1sOne is a 
Snail, Ten is a Crab: A Counting by Feet Book by April Pulley Sayre, Jeffrey Sayre and Randy Cecil. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyDTpj8uxs8 

The Lion's Share: A Tale of Halving Cake and Eating It, Too by Matthew McElligott  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jodUQG44e4 
 

Odds and Evens Numberblocks episode:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3uxBI9npas&t=124s 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rOa-mncdEw&t=86s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rOa-mncdEw&t=86s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JML_7tsqlmU&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyDTpj8uxs8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jodUQG44e4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3uxBI9npas&t=124s


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 
Weeks 4-6 
 
Number Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021):   
Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number;  Subitise 
(recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;  Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, 
counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds 
to 10, including double facts.   
 
Numerical Patterns Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021):   
Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system; Compare quantities up to 
10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the 
other quantity; - Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, 
double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 

 
Mathematics Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters 2020) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Recite numbers past 5. Say one number for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. Solve real world mathematical 
problems with numbers up to 5. Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.   

Children in Reception: 
Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise.  Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 
number value. Count beyond ten. Compare numbers.  Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ 
relationship between consecutive numbers.  Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 
Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–10.  
 
Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. Compose and 
decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, just as 
numbers can. Continue, copy and create repeating patterns.  Compare length, weight and capacity. 
 

 
White Rose Maths unit: On the move 
This includes: 

• Deepening understanding 

• Patterns and relationships 

• Spatial reasoning: mapping 
 
Stories to support learning 
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Understanding The World 
 
Past and Present 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Talk about the lives of the people around them and their 
roles in society.  Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.  Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.  
 

People, Culture and Communities   
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Describe their immediate environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; Know some similarities and 
differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class.   Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and, when appropriate, maps.  
 

The Natural World 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Explore the natural world around them, making 
observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.   Know some similarities and differences 
between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class.  Understand some important processes and 
changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.  
 
 

Understanding the World Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters 
2020) 
Children working at 3-4 years:   Use all their senses in hands on exploration of natural materials. 
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. Talk about what they 
see, using a wide vocabulary. Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.  
Show interest in different occupations. Explore how things work.  Plant seeds and care for 
growing plants. Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. Begin to 
understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.  
Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.  Talk about the differences between 
materials and changes they notice.  Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences 
between people. Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the 
differences they have experienced or seen in photos.  
 
Children in Reception:  Talk about members of their immediate family and community. Name 
and describe people who are familiar to them. Compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past.  Draw information from a simple map. Understand that some 
places are special to members of their community. Recognise that people have different beliefs 
and celebrate special times in different ways. Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other countries. Explore the natural world around them. 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. Recognise some environments that are 
different to the one in which they live.  Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural 
world around them.  
  

 

• RE Unit from Wiltshire Agreed RE Syllabus: Special People 
 

• Explore life by the seaside, comparing to Bratton.  Look at map of UK to see where sea is 
located, introduce concept of being an island. 

• Explore traditions of Mexican alibrije Art – see Expressive Arts and Design 

• Comparing seaside communities in UK with tropical islands.   

• Father’s Day. 

• Introduction to Victorian seaside holiday, using photos, stories and illustrations.   

• What do we need to pack to go on a beach holiday in the UK?  Explore summer weather. 

• Continue to look after, measure, record and discuss changes to vegetables and flowers.  
What do plants need to grow well?  

• Investigation: Exploring shadow length and shape.   

• Investigation: How can we make a lighthouse light up?  Explore making simple circuits. 

• Sea creatures in danger as a result of plastic in the sea. 

• Life cycle of a butterfly, hatch Painted Lady butterflies, keep diary of changes.  Link to 
superhero theme of flying, changing appearance etc. Text: The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric 
Carle; Caterpillar to Butterfly by Vivian French. 

• Bug hotel observations.   

• Bristol Aquarium trip  

• During Explore and Learn time, children to use magnifying glasses, iPad, drawing and writing 
to record/explore life in the bug hotel.  Ziggy to continue to go home to spend a week with 
further children, talk about experience, focus on things that they enjoy doing and traditions. 

• The children will also have circuit equipment available in Explore and Learn time (linked to 
lighthouses, the children learned how to connect a circuit earlier in the year). 

 
Forest School 

• Exploring seasonal changes into summer. 

• Explore and classify minibeasts in the school grounds, using minibeast viewers and 
classification sheets.   

• Den building. 

• Introduction to tropical forests, comparing with our own forest, including wet and dry 
seasons, concept of multi-layers and more diverse wildlife.   

• Stories could include: We’re roaming in the trees by Laurie Krebs; Tree of Wonder by Kate 
Messner; Superworm by Julia Donaldson; Mad about mini-beasts by Giles Andrae; Brambly 
Hedge Summer Story by Jill Barklem. 

 
Using technology to support learning across the curriculum (eLiM): Handling Data 

• Take photos and video to capture learning 
• Use software such as 2Count and DoodleBuddy to count/discuss information  
• Use digital microscope or visualiser to examine objects 
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Expressive Arts and Design 
 
Creating with Materials 
 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.  Share their creations, 
explaining the process they have used.  Make use of props and materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and stories.  
 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
 
Early Learning Goal (EYFS Profile 2021): Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with 
peers and their teacher.  Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.  Perform songs, 
rhymes, poems and stories with others, and, when appropriate, try to move in time with music.  
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design Non-Statutory Guidance (Development Matters 
2020) 

Children working at 3-4 years:   Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent 
something else even though they are not similar. Begin to develop complex stories using small 
world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc. Make imaginative and complex 
‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.  
Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
Join different materials and explore different textures. Create closed shapes with continuous 
lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. Draw with increasing complexity and 
detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. Use drawing to represent 
ideas like movement or loud noises. Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings.  
Explore colour and colour- mixing. Listen with increased attention to sounds. Respond to what 
they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.  Remember and sing entire songs. Sing 
the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). Sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. Create their own songs, or 
improvise a song around one they know. Play instruments with increasing control to express their 
feelings and ideas.  

Children in Reception:   Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas 
and feelings. Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them. Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. Listen 
attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. Watch and 
talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. Sing in a group or 
on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. Develop storylines in 
their pretend play. Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.  
 

 
Art, Design and Technology 
Key technique focus for this term: 3D Art and Sculpture 
Key artists to learn about and discuss: Jane Tomlinson folk art  papier-mâché birds.  
 
Adult-initiated/led creative activities may include: 

• Papier-mâché seagulls (linked to Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch stories, add to small world 

• Lighthouses  

• Papier-mâché tropical  fish 

• Paper plate/plastic bag jellyfish (hang from ceiling) 

 
Music and Dance 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K1sNeZ1s9gs On the reef song 

• Charanga Unit: Reflect, Rewind and Replay https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-
r/1314333-reflect-rewind-and-replay 
www.charanga.co.uk Login- 161979 Password- zebraclass 

• Musical water jars (exploring sounds made by different water levels- linked to capacity. 

• Singing Assemblies every other Thursday. 

• Traditional Nursery Rhymes such as: The Big Ship Sails; Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary; Row, 
Row, Row your boat;  

 
Small World 

• The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch small world 
 
Role-Play 

• Beach café  
 

Other Continuous Provision Other Continuous Provision 

• Creation Station area with a wide range of resources for mixing colours, joining things 
together and combining materials.  Encourage children to draw freely. 

• Selection of collage materials, different paper types, junk modelling resources, painting and 
printing tools, mark making resources inside and outdoors.   

• Double sided painting easel. 

• Images and objects linked to current theme and the work of focus artists to inspire and 
support on easel and displayed in Creation Station. 

• Wiltshire Scrapstore craft and construction resources. 

• ‘Work in progress’ worktop where models can be retained for a period for children to enjoy, 
develop, or refer to. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K1sNeZ1s9gs
https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1314333-reflect-rewind-and-replay
https://charanga.com/scheme/1311890-year-r/1314333-reflect-rewind-and-replay
http://www.charanga.co.uk/

