
Meerkat English – Week 2 – 27.04.20 
Focus area: Planning a story– Jumanji (The Game) 

Thank you for all of your hard work last week.  
Again, this PowerPoint consists of 5 activities for the week, which 

should take around 45 minutes each to complete. 
Some activities may involve more than one task and if possible 

please complete them in order.  
All questions and answers should ideally be written on paper or in 

a notebook for work to be kept together. 
If it is possible, please photograph or scan completed work as this 

will show me how the week went, allowing me to provide 
feedback.  

If you have any questions regarding the activities set, please email 
me: 

 meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 
Thank you,  
Mrs Stokes 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Activity 1 

• Login to reading eggs.  

• Today you all have 2 activities to complete: 

    - Reading comprehension 

    - Spelling activity 

 

 

End of activity 1  
 

 



Activity 2 – Relative Clauses 

Relative clauses are clauses (part of the sentence that contains a 
verb) that give more information about somebody or something 
in a sentence. They begin with a relative pronoun such as: 
which/who/whose/ that. 

For example:  

Mrs Stokes, who is a teacher at Bratton Primary School, wishes 
she could see all of the children in Meerkat Class. 

The relative clause is: who is a teacher at Bratton Primary 
School. 

Can you identify what verb is used in that example to make it a 
clause?   

The answer is on the next slide.  



Verbs 

Answer = is 

 

Lots of people often forget that these words are 
verbs:  

•  was  

•  is 

• are 

• am 

• were 



Task 1 (page 1 of 2)  
Can you identify the relative clause in this sentence from The 

Game? Write your sentence out on paper. 
Danny and Susie searched the classroom for something to do. To their dismay, the comic 
box was empty, the iPads had been snapped up by Freya and her gang and Billy seemed to 
have started a resurgence of the game Slap, which didn't look like fun at all. As the two 
friends squeezed past the art table to get to the wet-play books, a tatty, cardboard box fell 
from the top shelf of the bookcase.  
 
We’re going to insert a relative clause into sentences using who. 
For example: 
Mrs Allbright was marking books. 
Mrs Allbright, who was tired and cross, was marking books. 
Now it is you turn to insert a relative clause into the sentences below, using who: 
1) Danny was looking out of the window. 
2) Susie ran to the door with the box. 
3) Freya watched The Voice on the iPad. 
 
Remember to put a comma before and after your relative clause. 
 
Do you notice a pattern for where all of the relative clauses are inserted in a sentence? 



Task 1 (page 2 of 2) 
Now have a go at dropping a relative clause into the sentences below using 
which.  

For example: 

The desks were covered in board games. 

The desks, which were bright blue, were covered in board games. 

Now it is you turn to insert a relative clause into the sentences below, 
using which: 

1) The board game intrigued Susie. 

2) The netball court looked slippery. 

3) The dominoes were in the basket. 

Remember to put a comma before and after your relative clause. 

Do you notice a pattern for where all of the relative clauses are inserted in a 
sentence? 



Task 2 – Handwriting/SPAG 
Linking verbs 

1. You ___________________ going to buy me a Christmas gift.  
2. They __________________ a good group of students to take on a field trip. 
3. He _______ a good student in my class.  
4. You _________ talking too much in the class.  
Write a sentence of your own with each linking verb below.  
5. am- __________________________________________________________________ 
6. are-__________________________________________________________________  
7. is -___________________________________________________________________ 
 

End of activity 1  

Linking verbs do not show any action; 
rather, they “link” the subject with the 
rest of the sentence. 
 
Write each sentence (in your neatest 
writing) filling in the blank space with a 
linking verb. 
Examples of linking verbs : is, was, were, 
are, am 
 



Activity 3  
Task 1 – Sentence imitation 

Let’s try using some sentence patterns from Jumanji – The Game 
and create new sentences using the same structure. 

1. Opening a story with names + a short sentence 

Danny and Susie were bored. 

____ and ____ were _____. 

Write your imitations: e.g. Gaby and Jonathan were excited. 

2. Sentence of 3 for description 

It crushed the tables, smashed the windows and flung children all 
around the classroom with a flick of its legs. 

It___________ , ___________ and ___________. 

Write  your imitations: e.g. It ran down the road, crossed the bridge 
and jumped into the boat. 



Adjectives 
Before we concentrate on writing  our own version of the story, we are 
going to experiment with adjectives. 

Adjectives describe a noun, for example: The red car drove down the misty 
lane. 

You can change the mood of your writing by choosing your adjectives 
carefully. Read this description of the Tarantula. 

The handsome Tarantula looked at the children. Its glistening, hazel eyes 
scanned the room. Delicate hairs covered its plump body and swayed like 
shimmering grass. Its solid legs, like thick branches, stood strong. 

The spider sounds quite pleasant. However, if we change the adjectives, 
you can make it sound much more scary.  

Task 2: Find and write out the adjectives used in the description. 

Task 3:Copy the passage on the next slide and fill in the gaps with an 
adjective that will help to make the spider sound gruesome. 



Task 3  

The __________Tarantula looked at the children. Its _________ , 
________ eyes scanned the room. _________ hairs covered its 
_________ body and swayed like __________. Its ______ legs, 
like ____________, stood strong. 

 

Challenge: You could also change the verbs (underlined and in 
blue), to make it sound even scarier!  

 

 

End of activity 3  



Activity 4  
It’s now your turn to be an author. Let’s look at the problem section 
of The Game. We’re going to re-write it with new ideas. 

The problem: 
At that moment, the table began to shake, the windows rattled and the floor 
vibrated. Everyone stopped what they were doing and the room fell silent. 

“EARTHQUAKE!” shouted Billy, bursting into laughter. He soon stopped, as in a blink 
of an eye, an enormous spider, bigger than a horse, shot out of the game and 
landed in the centre of the crowded classroom. Everyone froze. Its enormous, hairy 
legs were tensed, ready to pounce and its whole body seemed to pulse. Eight, 
bulging eyes scanned the room and then … It sprung into action. It crushed the 
tables, smashed the windows and flung children all around the classroom with a 
flick of its legs. It powered towards Mrs Allbright as she stood rooted to the floor in 
terror. The room was filled with shrieks of panic and despair. 

“What shall we do?” shouted Danny desperately, pressing himself tightly against the 
wall. 

“Read the instructions,” ordered Susie. “We have to stop it!” 

 

 



Task 1 

We need to think about how to change aspects 
of the story to make it our own. Write out and 
answer the questions below to start your ideas. 

1) What are your character’s names? 

2) What other problems could the game cause?  

3) What else could come out of the game? 

4) What would it do when it comes out of the 
game? 

 



Task 2 
We are going to keep the 
classroom/school setting the 
same for now and plan a new 
idea. Draw a table similar to 
this on paper or in your 
notepad.  

You can make notes or  
choose to draw what will 
come out of the game (you 
might need to add captions if 
you use this method of 
planning) and what it will do 
once it’s released. 

I have done an example on 
the next slide to support you. 

 

 



My 
example  

End of activity 4  

Donna the dragon 



Activity 5  
• Using your plan from the previous activity, have 

a go at writing a new version of The Game. 

• I have put the original story onto the website 
for you to look at again.  

• If you find free writing difficult, then use the 
same structure as the original story and edit 
parts to make it your own.  I will show you an 
example on the next slide. I have only used the 
first few sentences to give you some guidance. 

• I look forward to reading your new version of 
The Game. 



Example using the first few sentences: 

Original story  

Danny and Susie were bored. It was wet play again and it felt like they 
hadn’t seen the playground for weeks. Rivers of greasy rain streaked 
the classroom windowpanes and pooled to make gigantic puddles in 
the centre of the netball court. Another lunchtime inside was clearly 
stressing Mrs Allbright, as she seemed to be tense and a bit more 
snappy than usual. 

My story  

Chris and Leila were excited. It was wet play again and it meant that 
they got to play games with their friends. The rain smashed against 
the windows of the old school building and collected in pools of water 
on the playground. Another lunchtime inside made the teacher a bit 
grumpy, as she seemed to host a stern face and was more shouty than 
usual. 



End of activity 5  


