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Y2 Spring Non-Fiction: Animal Diaries and Recounts 

 
Learning Map Unit 1 (4 days)   

Introduction to diary features, including person and tense 

 
 

Monday  

 Share the story ‘Diary of a Wombat’ by Jackie French. This is available to share on You Tube. 

 Discuss responses to the story, what you like about it, anything you don’t understand. This 

might include discussion of Australian animals and what a wombat is.  

Grammar activity  

 Write three sentences in the first-person using the past tense.  

 Examples of this might be  

o I ran all the way to the park. 

o I ate a whole chocolate cake all by myself.  

o I chased an enormous cat and it escaped up a tree  

o The underlined words are the past tense words. 

 Make sure your sentences begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop. 

 Make two of your sentences true and one a fib or lie! 

 Ask someone from your family to read your three sentences. Can they tell which one is the 

fib? 

 Repeat the activity a couple of times. 

Year 1 

 Practise you handwriting writing words with high and low letters – go, to, dog, chip, thing 

Year 2  

 Write a past tense sentence each for the words  

o hopped 

o called 

o worried 

o smiled 

o worked 

o laughed 

o sang 

o read 

o copied 

 Make sure your sentences begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop. 

 Make your sentences interesting by using noun phrases (a noun with one or 2 added 

adjectives e.g. a happy song; a friendly neighbour)  

 Or adverbs (an adjective to describe an action – e.g. I hopped happily) 
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Tuesday 

o Read each of the days of the week in red on Wombat’s Week (attached in resources) 

o Use a ‘look, cover, spell, check’ method to write each of the days of the week in order as a 

vertical list down the side of a piece of lined paper. 

o Read the brief entries for each day on Wombat’s Week. 

o Pick one, e.g. Tuesday – slept, ate and scratched. Convert the note into a full, first person 

past, tense sentence: On Tuesday I slept, ate and had a scratch. 

o Year 1: repeat for another diary entry.  

o Year 2: repeat for another 3 diary entries. 

o Year 2: Decide what day of the week it was yesterday. On lined paper, write several first 

person, past tense sentences saying what you did yesterday.  
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Wednesday   

 Look at each of the Moments from Diary of a Wombat. Pick your favourite. 

 On lined paper, write a first person, past tense sentence about what happened at that 

moment from the wombat’s point of view. 

 Leave a gap on your paper and then write about the same moment but from the family’s 

point of view. 

 Year 1: repeat for a second moment 

 Year 2: repeat for 3 more moments and use conjunctions but, when or because in your 

sentences.  

Wombat: I tried to fight the flat creature but it just lay there and did nothing. Family: We were 

eating a barbeque when the annoying wombat started biting the doormat. 

The underlined words are conjunctions. Other conjunctions you could use are because, if. 
 

Thursday  

o Look at the Friday Pictures from Diary of a Wombat. 

o On lined paper write three headings, well spaced-out, down the page – Morning, Afternoon, 

Evening. 

o Under each heading, write about what happened at that time on Friday from the family’s 

point of view. 

o Make sure your sentences are in the first person and the past tense. 

o Punctuate your sentences correctly. 

o Year 2: Include details in your diary entry which are not in the story but which fit with the 

characters and setting (e.g. Dad thought the wombat was a burglar and rang the police.) 
 

Friday:  

 Look on the internet or in books to find out a bit more about wombats in addition to the 

information sheet included with the resources.  

 Talking in sentences, talk about the facts and say which you find the most interesting or 

unusual.  

 Use your sentence skills to write your own sentences about a wombat. 

 You could write about what they look like, what they like to eat, where they live. 

 Make sure all your sentences start with a capital letter and end with a full stop. 

 Sound out the words and use your sound card to help you find sounds you cannot 

remember. 

Year 1 

 Write 4 sentences, really thinking about using your sounds, careful letter formation and 

tracking your sentence all the way through. 

Year 2 

 Write 6 – 10 sentences, making it interesting by using different sorts of sentences (short, long, 

using conjunctions, questions, exclamations) and think carefully how they follow each other to 

fit together.  


