
English  
Week beginning 25th January –  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday. 

This week we will be writing our own 
stories based on  

‘The Snail and the Whale’.  
At the end of the week,  

we will focus our English learning on 
our sentence skills. 



We have spent a lot of time talking about our 
characters, our settings and our stories. This probably 
didn’t feel like learning or work! It really was, though.  

 

The talking stage is all about developing our ideas, 
adding to them, thinking of extra details planning out 

the progression of our story, the beginning, middle 
and end. 

 

This means that when we come to actually write our 
stories we’re not trying to invent them at the same 

time. It means we can focus on our sentences, 
thinking of interesting words, our punctuation, our 

spellings, our handwriting …  

 

 

 



Planning and working on our stories 

You will have either 6 or 10 pictures for your 
story map with all of your notes and ideas 
around them. We will have a few days to write 
our stories, and I hope that you will spend about 
20 – 30 minutes on your writing each day. For 
more able writers, this should result in a story 
over several pages.  



Planning and working on our stories 

I hope that many children will be able to write their 
stories reasonably independently.  
This means 
• Using their story maps as prompts to their writing 

– it would be helpful to tell the stories to 
themselves again 

• Writing each sentence carefully, thinking of all the 
words in the sentence, and the sounds in the 
words, using capital letters and full stops.  

• Using the sound cards to help if needed 



Using the sound cards  

Most children will have learnt and be using the 
digraphs in phase 3, many will have learnt and 
be using phase 4, while the most able in year 2 
are working in phase 5. I will put the sound 
cards on the website.  



Supporting your child’s writing at home 

I thought it might be helpful to briefly go 
through the progression of story writing skills in 
order that parents can decide which level of 
support they wish to give their children at 
home.  



Supporting your child’s writing at home. 

In early writing, children can often  
 
• say the sentence they want to write 
• hear and be able to write some of the sounds in the words  
• but be unable to keep track in their head of the whole sentence as they write, or 

read back what they have written   
 
Please support these children by  
• ensuring they write simple, short sentences  
• saying the sentence out loud together and counting how many words  
• helping the child keep on track as they write by saying each word with them  
• then reading the sentence back to them after each word and asking what the next 

word is / reminding if necessary.  
 
If your child is at this stage, then I suggest you just do 2 sentences for each part of the 
story.  



Supporting your child’s writing at home. 

In the next stage of writing children are more confident in   
• saying and remembering the sentence they want to write 
• hearing / writing many of the sounds in the words  
• but may not completely keep track of the whole sentence as they write 
• or all the sounds in each word    
 
Please support these children by  
• saying the sentence out loud together before they write and reminding them to 

write ALL the sounds in each word  
• if they have missed out some of the sounds, prompt them to think about the 

missing sounds by sounding out the word yourself  
• at this stage, if a child is putting in a letter that sounds right (e.g. w – o – z for was) 

it does not need changing – the important thing is for the child to be applying 
what they know 

• reading the sentences back together when they have finished writing 
 

Children at this stage should be able to write 3 – 4 sentences for each picture.   



Supporting your child’s writing at home. 

Once children are more secure in remembering their sounds and their 
spellings, they may still need some encouragement to focus on  
 
• remembering the whole sentence and the progression of their 

sentences  
• re-reading their writing to check their letter formation, spellings 

and that the sentence makes sense  
 
Please support these children by  
• prompting them to remember these things before they start writing 
• sharing and discussing the writing when they have finished, giving a 

strong focus to what they have done well   



Supporting your child’s writing at home. 

Really confident writers in Year 2 will happily race ahead with lots of 
ideas for their stories, be able to track each sentence and the 
progression of their story. Ways to develop their skills are  
• make sure to write different sorts of sentences and punctuation – 

short, long, questions, exclamations, commas, interesting words, 
add adjectives (to describe things – the blue flower) and adverbs (to 
describe actions – she ran happily to the park) 

• think of how different types of sentences help the story and the 
reader enjoy the story 

• and finally, re-read and edit – are there ways they can make it 
better? – what about capital letters and full stops and other 
punctuation?  



And a final word about handwriting … 

In school, we have been practising our 
handwriting every day, and always using our 
best handwriting, whatever we are doing. We 
have talked about how lovely clear handwriting 
with word spaces means I can read all their 
brilliant ideas.  

 



And a final word about handwriting … 

• We aim to do joined handwriting  
•

•

•



Other English learning  

It would be helpful for you also to spend 10 – 20 
minutes each day on other English learning – 
sharing stories, practising spellings, reading aloud, 
handwriting, phonics. 
The websites www.phonicsplay and 
www.phonicsbloom have lots of free phonics games 
on at all levels, or you may wish to subscribe.  
 
In school, we have been combining practising our 
spellings with doing our handwriting by writing 
them out every day.  
 

http://www.phonicsplay/
http://www.phonicsplay/
http://www.phonicsplay/
http://www.phonicsbloom/
http://www.phonicsbloom/
http://www.phonicsbloom/


So – finally – onto your writing!  

I have attached a couple of sheets with nice 
borders around for the children to do their 
writing on at home, or they can write their 
stories on whatever they wish. Please choose 
narrow or wide lined based on the usual size of 
your child’s handwriting.  


