
Meerkat English – Week 1– 01.06.20 

Thank you for all of your hard work last term.  
 

I look forward to seeing all of the great work you 
produce this term too! 

 
 Again, please photograph or scan completed work 
as I would love to see your learning journey across 

the week. 
If you have any questions regarding the activities 

set, please email us:  
meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk   

Thank you,  
Mrs Stokes and Mrs Jeffery 
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Activity 1  
Login to Reading Eggspress. 

 
I have assigned a book for you to read. You will need to 

read and complete a quiz for each chapter.  
Some of you may find it useful to take notes as it might not 

let you go back to certain pages to find answers. 
 

The book is called ‘Design for disaster’. 
 

If you have any spare time today or across the week, please 
do have a look in the online library and read a book that 

catches your eye. 

End of Activity 1  
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Activity 2 

For the next 3 weeks in English, we are going to 
be using the story/narrative film called ‘The Lost 
Thing’ by Shaun Tan.  

 

For today’s lesson you are going to write a 
prediction based on listening to the film’s 
soundtrack and looking at pictures from the 
story/film. 
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Task 1 - Soundtrack 

Listen to the first song of the soundtrack taken from the film (Utopia 
3:11) https://michaelyezerski.bandcamp.com/album/the-lost-thing-
original-soundtrack 

As you are listening, fill out the table below or jot answers on a piece of 
paper: 
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Task 2 – Making a prediction 

On the next slide, there are a few pictures of the 
film. Using these pictures and the soundtrack 
you have just listened to, write a prediction for 
what you think this film is about. I am looking 
for roughly half a page of writing. Let your 
imagination run wild! 
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End of Activity 2  
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Activity 3  

Today we are going to watch ‘The Lost Thing’ video. Check 
with your parents that they are happy for you to click on this 
link and when it opens make it full screen: 
 

 https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2nw285  
Or  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpak6ktsux4 
 

Evaluating time:  
Were any of your predictions close? 
What did you like about the story?  
Is there anything that you dislike?  

Does it remind you of anything that you have ever read or 
seen?  7 7 

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2nw285
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpak6ktsux4


Your task 

• Now it is time to answer reflective questions 
about the film. Most questions can be answered 
from what you have just seen but others may 
relate to the written story.  

• I have put the written story on our Meerkat Class 
web page for you to access. 

• The questions I would like you to answer are on 
the next page.  

• Please write the questions followed by your 
answer (full sentences). 
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Reflective questions 

9 

1) How did the story make you feel? Can you explain why?  
2) What does the story make you think about?  
3) What happens to the Lost Thing?  
4) What happens to the boy?  
5) How do each of the other characters respond to the Lost Thing?  
6) Where do you think the cleaner character has come from?  
7) What is it?  
8) Why has it ended up there?  
9) Why does it direct the Lost Thing to the special place but not go 

there itself?  
10)What adjectives are used in the story? What is the effect of 

these on the mood of the story? 
11)Can you find examples of humour?  
12)Can you find examples of informal language?  
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End of Activity 3 

• If you have any spare time you may want 
to share the story with a grown-up or a 

sibling and ask them the same reflection 
questions. Do they give the same 

answers as you did?  
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Activity 4 – GHASP - Parenthesis 
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Top tips examples for parenthesis 
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Your task 

• Complete The Lost Thing’ sentences 1 and 2. 
You could challenge yourself to complete ‘The 
Lost Thing’ sentences 3 too.  

• All three worksheets are on the next few 
slides. 
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Lost Thing Sentences 1  
 • Add information to these sentences, using parenthesis.  

• Put the extra information in the place marked with an arrow.  

• Choose punctuation to make your addition clear.  

• There are suggestions (underneath) of phrases to add. Or you can make up your own.  

• Be careful because these suggestions are in the wrong order.  

 

1. I used ↑ to know a whole lot of stories.  

2. I was working ↑ on my bottle-top collection.  

3. Nobody else ↑ seemed to notice it was there.  

4. I decided ↑ to investigate.  

5. It was ↑ quite friendly.  

 

Suggested phrases  

• once I started talking to it  

• though the beach was crowded  

• as hard as usual  

• feeling intrigued  

• a long time ago  15 15 



Lost Thing Sentences 2  
 • Add information to these sentences using parenthesis.  

• You will have to decide where to put the extra information.  
• Choose punctuation to make your addition clear.  
• There are suggestions (underneath) of phrases to add. They are in the right order. 

Or you can make up your own!  
 

1. It just sat on the beach.  
2. We played for most of the afternoon.  
3. It seemed less and less likely that anybody was coming to take the thing home.  
4. I asked a few people if they knew anything about it.  
5. I took the lost thing over to Pete’s place.  
 
Suggested phrases  
• looking out of place  
• chasing and building sandcastles  
• the longer the hours slouched by  
• who were waiting around  
• which happily followed me  
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Lost Thing Sentences 3  
 

• Add information to these sentences, using parenthesis.  
• You will have to decide what extra information to add and 

where, in the sentence, to add it.  
• Choose punctuation to make your addition clear.  
 
1. Pete has an opinion on just about everything.  
2. Pete suggested that it didn’t come from anywhere.  
3. My parents didn’t really notice it at first.  
4. I hid the thing in our back shed.  
5. The next morning we caught a tram.  
 
• Make up some sentences (including parenthesis) of your 

own about the Lost Thing.  
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End of Activity 4  
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Activity 5  

Today we are going to look at the emotions 
within ‘The Lost Thing’.  

On the next page, I have drawn an emotions 
graph based on the first part of the film.  

This shows us how important emotions are in 
stories/films as it keeps the reader/person 
engaged and helps them empathise with the 
feelings of the characters. 
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Emotions 
graph - 

 
These are the 
feelings I had 

when watching 
the first part of 

the film.   
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Task 1 - Emotional adjectives 
The words on the left of my graph are emotional adjectives. I 
would like you to watch the ending of the film (from 13:00) and 
write a list of emotional adjectives from both points of the view 
(the boy and the lost thing).  

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2nw285 
Or  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpak6ktsux4 

 

You may want to record them in a table like this or just make notes:  
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Task 2 – Creating sentences 

You are going to choose 3 of the emotional adjectives 
you have just written to create sentences with them.  

You are going to use these emotional adjectives as your 
sentence starters. Here is an example:  

1) Excited, I scurried towards all the other lost things.  

2) Overjoyed, my bells started ringing as I had a place 
to belong.  

3) Downhearted, I wiped a tear from the boy’s 
watering eye. 
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Task 3 – Diary entry 

• Your final task is to write a diary entry from 
either the point of view of the lost thing or the 
boy at the end of the story. 

• Think about some of the writing skills we have 
learnt this week and try to include them too 
(parenthesis and starting sentences with 
emotional adjectives). 

• I have included a diary word mat on the next 
slide to give you support if needed. 

• On the slide after that, I have done an 
example of a diary entry. 
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Mrs Stokes’ diary entry 
Dear Diary,  

This morning, I got on the tram with my new friend and headed for the city. I felt as if everyone was watching 
me and my lost thing as we approached the dull, grey skyscraper. Why did they have to stare? Have they not 
seen a giant red lost thing before? 

Cautiously, we entered the building named ‘The Department of Odds and Ends’ and immediately it felt dark and 
cold. Was this the correct place I saw on last night’s advert? We continued to walk as a lit pathway showed us 
the way.  

Before I knew it, a spot light shone brightly in my face. As I was feeling anxious, I stumbled with my words when 
I informed the receptionist that I was there due to finding a lost thing. The amount of paperwork they wanted 
me out fill out was insane! Deflated, the lost thing let his bells hit the floor and lowered his head.  

In a blink of an eye, something touched my elbow and this crazy looking creature handed me a ticket, which had 
an arrow on it. We decided to follow this arrow to see where it led us. 

It felt as if we were walking for miles. The place we arrived at looked a little odd. I was curious to turn the key 
that appeared in front of us, and I am glad I did. A door opened and happiness awaited us. Lots of bright colours 
and joyful lost things filled our surroundings.  

My new friend started to ring his bells with excitement and I felt happy for him, however realisation was setting 
in that new friend I had just made will soon be leaving me. Downhearted, I wiped a tear from my eye, trying not 
to show my sadness. It was too late. My new companion saw this and echoed my feelings. 

I stepped back to encourage the lost thing to go and meet his new friends and family. Waving goodbye was a 
mixture of emotions. I was happy for the lost thing but wished he could have stayed at home with me. 

I thought about him the whole way home and have a feeling I will think about him regularly in the future too. 
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End of Activity 5  
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