
Meerkat English – Week 2– 08.06.20 

 
Thank you for all of your on-going hard work!  

 
 

 Again, please photograph or scan completed work 
as I would love to see your learning journey across 

the week. 
If you have any questions regarding the activities 

set, please email us:  
meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk   

Thank you,  
Mrs Stokes and Mrs Jeffery 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Activity 1  

Login to Reading Eggspress. 
 

Today I would like you to complete the spelling task assigned 
to you, then move onto completing a minimum of 3 lessons 

(ideally more if you have the time to do so.) 
 
 

If you have any spare time today or across the week, please 
do have a look in the online library and read a book that 

catches your eye. I would love to hear what you read and 
whether you enjoyed it. 

End of Activity 1  



Activity 2 

Today we are going to summarise ‘The Lost 
Thing’.  

On the next few slides, you will find lots of 
pictures from the film.  

Task 1 – Choose 5 key/important images from 
the selection of pictures (they are in a random 
order) and have a go at retelling the story/film 
to a partner.  









Task 2 

Now that you have retold the story to a partner 
and practised summarising the story verbally, I 
would now like you to write your summary in 

words.  

 

I have done an example for the first part of my 
summary on the next slide. 

 



Mrs Stokes’ example 

The lost thing is about a rather unusual object that was 
lost on a beach.  

In the story, a boy was on his way to the beach to work on 
his bottle-top collection when he came across the 
mysterious red object. It was an enormous red creature, 
which strangely resembled a tea pot. It had crab-like legs 
and bells as hands, which we later found out was its way 
of communicating. The boy was intrigued by this thing and 
upon inspection found that it was sociable and wanted to 
be friends. 



End of Activity 2  



Activity 3  

  
Task 1  

 Today you are going to draw your own ‘Lost Thing’. 
 
Here are some things you will need to consider: 
• The size 
• The colour 
• If it is a similar shape to something else (object or 

animal) 
• How it communicates 
• What you would like to call it 

 
I have done an example on the next slide. 



Mrs Stokes’ Lost Thing 

• My lost thing is called Umsandale. 

• She is 1m tall. 

• She is part whale, sand timer and 
umbrella.  

• Umsandale communicates by: 
moving her fin up/down/left and 
right; opening and shutting her 
umbrella and the speed of her 
sand passing through the timer 
(fast=excited and slow=sad). 

 



Task 2 –Expanded noun phrases 

Which description is better and why? 
 

1. The dragon flew from the cave with its wings in the air. It let out 
a roar and then flew into the valley below. It burnt the crops in 
the village and picked up a cow with its talons, before flying 
back to its cave. 
 

2. The snarling dragon shot from its huge cave and flapped its 
mighty wings in the cold air. Roaring fearsomely, it speared 
downwards into the valley below, which was full of swaying 
corn. The hungry dragon burnt the precious crops that belonged 
to the village people, wilting the green stalks with a fierce 
inferno. The beast with sharp, spikey skin clasped a cow in one 
of its sharp, pointy talons and whisked it back to its cave. 

 



What is an expanded noun phrase? 



Expanding further 

As the example of an expanded noun phrase on the 
previous slide is very short, we need to expand our 
descriptions more to give the reader a clearer 
picture in their mind. We can do this two ways:  

1. The power of 3 – adding 3 adjectives before the 
noun. Example: The beautiful, blue, glistening 
lake.  

2. Adding ‘with’ after the noun to add more detail. 
Example: The beautiful, blue, glistening lake with 
pearly-white pebbles.  

 



Have a go at expanding the following 
nouns, using both of the techniques 

on the previous slide. 

• Garden 

 

• Sky  

 

• Beach 



Your task 

• Write a description about the lost thing you 
have just drawn using expanded noun 
phrases. You may find it useful to refer back to 
the example from slide 12. 

 

Extension – read your description to a partner 
and ask them to draw it. Did it end up looking 
like your drawing? 



End of Activity 3 



Activity 4 
Today we are going to recap using modal verbs and use 
these to write an explanation on how to look after our lost 
things. 

Modal verbs 
These are verbs that indicate the likelihood/chances of 
something happening. Example: can/could, may/might, 
will/would, shall/should and must.  
 
If you need to refresh your memory further, please click on 
the link from you work last term to recap modal verbs: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/
zps4pbk 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zps4pbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zps4pbk


You task  
You are going on holiday for the weekend and someone is 
coming to look after/baby sit your lost thing. To help them 
out, you will need to write an explanation on how to look 
after them. 

Here are some ideas you may want to consider: 

• What food your lost thing eats 

• When it should go to bed 

• How to clean it 

• What activities it likes to do 

• What consequences you have in place if it is naughty 

I have done an example on the next slide. I have also 
underlined all of my modal verbs. 



Example 
My lost thing can be a bit mischievous so you will need eyes in the 
back of your head. You may find that he tries to sneak food out of the 
cupboard when you are not looking. He will need to be told off if he 
does this. He usually wakes up at about 7am and you might find him 
chasing pigeons in the garden. You could try calling him in but the 
chances are he will ignore you. Eventually he will give up and come 
back in to the house. Throughout the day, he will want to have about 
10 meals! You must not let him eat when he wants to. He will only eat 
when you do and will need to sit at the table to prevent spilling 
things. He likes to go for walks but may need reminding that he 
should remain close to you at all times. We have had incidents in the 
past where he has ran off and got lost. I shall leave his specific bath 
items out on the side. You might need to take care with his feet as he 
is ticklish and could end up splashing you. Bedtime is 7pm; he might 
try to persuade you he is not tired but he must stick to this routine.  



End of Activity 4  



Activity 5  

In the film, the boy watches a TV advert from 
the Federal Department of Odds and Ends to 
inform people on where they can take their lost 
things.  

  

Today you are going to write your own 
persuasive advert for the Federal Department of 
Odds and Ends. 



Re-watch the advert from the lost thing film to refresh your 
memory (7:15 to 7:40) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpak6ktsux4 

 

Here is the advert written below: 

Are you finding that the order of day-to-day life is unexpectedly 
interrupted?  

Do you suffer from unclaimed property, 

Objects without names, 

Troublesome artefacts of unknown origin, 

Things that just don’t belong? 

Don’t panic! 

We’ve got a pigeonhole to stick it in. 

The federal department of odds and ends. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpak6ktsux4


Questions, commands and statements 

Shaun Tan has used all of these sentence types in his 
advert. The questions he uses are rhetorical and don’t 
start with ‘wh’ words. Example: 

Are you finding that the order of day-to-day life is 
unexpectedly interrupted?  

Do you suffer from unclaimed property? 

 



Task 1 
You are going to create your own adverts, which will become part 
of your own stories (upcoming lessons), for the Department of 
Odds and Ends. Using the same format as Shaun Tan’s example, 
you will need to include a minimum of 3 questions, 1 statement 
and 1 command. 

You may find these sentence starters helpful or you may want to 
choose you own. 

Are you finding ______________? 

Do you suffer _______________? 

Have you_______________? 

Don’t ______________! 

We’ve got _______________________. 

My example is on the next slide… 



Mrs Stokes’ example 

Are you experiencing strange goings on? 

Do you suffer from paranoia? 

Have you discovered bizarre things in your own 
back garden? 

Do not fear! 

We’ve got just the place to store your lost thing. 

The federal department of odds and ends. 

 



Task 2  

Think about how your advert should be read. 
What expressions would you use? Would you say 
some parts louder than others?  

Practise reading your advert aloud and record your 
advert (similar to a podcast).  

Once you have recorded it, listen to it and see if 
there is anything you think could be improved.  

You may find that after evaluating it, you want to 
record an improved version. 



End of Activity 5  


