
Meerkat English – Week 5 – 29.06.20 

Learning focus – Poetry  

This week we are continuing to learn about poetry. 

 

 Again, please photograph or scan completed work as we would 

love to see your learning journey across the week. 

If you have any questions regarding the activities set, please 

email: 

meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk   

Thank you,  

Mrs Stokes and Mrs Jeffery 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Activity 1  

To warm up for the week, we are going to have a go at 
blackout poetry.  

There are so many reasons blackout poetry is great! It's 
creative and everyone’s outcome is unique. 

Blackout poetry involves  ripping out a page or two of 
an old book that might be falling apart and could do 
with going in the bin. As most of us might not be able 
to do that, I have got example pages of text on the next 
few slides for you to use.  

The instructions for blackout poetry are on slide 5. 

  



Example text 1:  
Ingo by Helen Dunmore 

The sea combs out my hair and it flows behind me in the rush of our speed. We dive down, 
down, like swallows diving in summer sky. My hand is on Faro’s wrist, but I don’t cling to him 
any more. My feet are close together, like fins, and my free arm pulls strongly through the 
water. How fast we’re swimming! The sea floor rushes past as if we’re freewheeling downhill 
‘I’m breathing!’ I say in wonder, ‘I can do it, Faro!’ 
Faro laughs. ‘You’re not a mermaid yet, Sapphire. But I let you in, so you’ll be safe here. I’ll 
look after you. You can let go of my wrist if you want.’ 
‘I don’t want to ... not just yet.’ 
‘Don’t worry. It’s all right. I let you in, so you’re safe as long as I’m with you.’ 
I lift my hand from his arm, just for a second, then I grab hold of him again. I’m not ready to 
swim alone down here, in this strange place where the whole world is water. 
We rush onwards, side by side. Sunlight strikes down through the water and we swim in and 
out of pillars of light and shadow. Below us is white sand, gleaming and glittering. The pull of 
the tide has made deep ridges in it, so it looks like ploughed land. 
‘Look up,’ says Faro. I look where he’s pointing, and there’s a brilliant skin of light way up 
above us, wobbling and shimmering. 
‘That’s the surface,’ says Faro. ‘Air.’  
‘Oh.’ It looks so far away. ‘Can I get back to it if I want?’ 
‘Yes, of course,’ says Faro. But there’s something in his face - doubt, or maybe fear - 



Example text 2:  
Stories for a Fragile Planet by Kenneth Steven 

 Maha had gone to Thailand because of the great beauty of the sea there. There 
are many shades of green in that water, and they shimmer like painted jewels. Out in the 
deep waters of the sea are wonderful, strange islands. They are like green pillars, rising 
on tall stilts of rock, but covered with trees on top. The water laps beaches that curve for 
miles and miles – beaches made of the finest white sand. 
 Sometimes Maha swam here all day, for the water was beautifully warm and 
clear. But on other days, he preferred to hire an elephant and ride up the jungle paths 
into the cool of the forest. The elephant’s great grey feet made almost no sound at all on 
the paths, so the birds and butterflies weren’t frightened away. Maha believed that by 
the end of every day he had got to know his elephant. He was certain that they were 
wise creatures and that each one listened and watched and understood. 
 On this day, the day of the story, Maha was with a group of other travellers on 
the beach. They were swimming and laughing, talking about everything they had done 
and seen in the last few days. That evening they were going to make a fire on the beach 
and bring their guitars to sing together, for all of them loved music. 
 Maha turned and saw the elephants at the top of the beach, standing chained 
beside their owners as usual. He recognized the one that had taken him into the jungle 
two days before. But why were they making such a noise? They were trumpeting and 
stamping, waving their trunks wildly from side to side. The mahouts, the men who looked 
after them, were trying to calm them but they weren’t succeeding. 



Blackout poetry instructions  

I have got examples for you to see on the next 2 
slides.  



Example 1  



Example 2  



End of Activity 1  



Activity 2 

Read Hold Fast to Dreams, which can be 
found on the next slide.  

• What is the message of this poem?  

Re-read it, really thinking about each line.  

• What do you like about this poem?  

• Is there anything that you dislike?  

• What patterns can you spot?  



Hold Fast to Dreams 
Hold fast to dreams  

For if dreams die  

Life is a broken-winged 
bird  

That cannot fly.  

 

Hold fast to dreams  

For when dreams go  

Life is a barren field  

Frozen with snow.  

Langston Hughes,  
The Collected Poems of Langston 

Hughes,  
Vintage, 1995  



Metaphors 

A metaphor is a comparison in which a place, person or thing is 
described as if it was another entirely different but similar thing.  

Ben is a greedy pig.  

Ben is not actually a pig - he’s a boy - but the comparison to a 
greedy pig is very effective in telling us that Ben obviously tucks 
into his food like a farm animal at meal times!  

Metaphors very often contain the verbs is or are, was or were.  

• The stars were jewels in the night sky.  

• Life is a journey.  

• The children in my class are a dream.  

• He was a big baby, moaning about the weather like that.  



Metaphors in the poem 

In Hold Fast to Dreams, Langston Hughes uses 
two metaphors to describe a life without dreams 
as if it is something else.  

• a broken-winged bird  

• a barren field, frozen with snow  

 

Metaphors are different to similes, which the 
next slide will explain. 

 

 



Similes 

Similes describe people, places, situations or things by 
comparing them to something that they are like.  

Similes either contain the word like or the phrase 
as…as…  

• Ben ate like a snuffling pig.  

• Ben was as greedy as a pig.  

In Hold Fast to Dreams, Langston Hughes uses two 
metaphors to describe a life without dreams as if it is 
something else.  

• a broken-winged bird  

• a barren field, frozen with snow  

 



Task 1  

Write 5 metaphors and 5 similes about the 
weather. 

I have done an example of each below:  

The clouds are marshmallows. 

The clouds are as fluffy as a rabbit. 

 

Can you work out which one is a simile and 
which one is a metaphor? The answers are on 
the next slide.  



Task 1 answers 

Metaphor = The clouds are marshmallows 

Simile = The clouds are as fluffy as a rabbit. 

 

Extension – add more detail to your sentences 

For example:  

The clouds are majestic marshmallows, floating 
across the bright blue sky. 

 



Task 2  

For this task, I would like you to plan a poem 
called, ‘Life Without Dreams’.  

 

On the Planning Frame (on the next slide) write 
metaphors for a life without dreams and verbs 
that could show dreams ending.  

 

There is an Ideas Sheets to help you on slide 12 or 
you may want to think of your own ideas.  

 





Ideas sheet  



Your poem 

Now try turning your ideas into a poem. Choose 
your favourite ideas and see how they could fit 
and flow together.  

 

There is an example on the next slide for you to 
see. 

 



Example:  
Life 

Without 
Dreams 

A life without dreams would be a dark cave, 
In which no pleasure could laugh or play, 
My heart would wither, grow as black as shade, 
And all of the light would ebb away. 
 
My mind would be dull, like a rainy day, 
My happiness would shrivel and fade, 
My soul would dry up, and then die away, 
And Lord Misery would come and stay. 
 
A life without dreams is a blank-leaved book, 
With sheets as white as fresh fallen snow, 
And no matter how hard you cared to look, 
The story would never, ever show. 
 
A life without dreams is no life at all, 
An empty glass, a deserted school, 
So each night as fast asleep you do fall, 
Treasure those sweet dreams that come to call. 
 
  



End of Activity 2  



Activity 3 
  

Look at the Caged Bird picture found on the next 
slide. 
• Why do you think someone might keep a bird in a 

cage like that?  
• What does it make you think?  
 
Read Caged Bird – First Verses, which can be found 
on slide 17. 
Read them twice: once in your head, once out 
loud.  
Each verse is just one sentence, so read so that it 
flows to the end.  





Caged Bird – 
First Verses 

Maya Angelou,  
The Complete Collected Poems of 

Maya Angelou  
Virago, 1995  



Secret Strings  
Secret Strings (explained my Michael Rosen) are a way of showing how a 
word or phrase in a poem links with another word or phrase. You just spot 
a link and then use colours and highlights to show it.  

They can include:  

•Words sounding like one another  

(for example rhyme, alliteration or assonance)  

•One line’s rhythm echoing that of another  

•Words or groups of words repeating  

•Word pictures made by the similar or the same  

words being used (the picture or imagery of the poem)  

•Opposites  

 

If you need reminding of some of these poetry techniques, you can find 
help on the next slide… 

Watch this 
video from 1:38 
to hear Michael 
Rosen explain 
secret strings:  
https://www.yo
utube.com/watc
h?v=M39LCHSH
NDw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M39LCHSHNDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M39LCHSHNDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M39LCHSHNDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M39LCHSHNDw


Poetry techniques 

Michael Rosen says: “Remember, these strings belong to you. 
They may be strings that the poet had in mind – but maybe not.” 

There’s an 
example of Secret 
Strings being 
identified on the 
next slide, using 
the first verses of 
Caged Bird. 
 



Secret Strings example 

• wind and wing – echoing words 
(they sound similar)  

• free bird leaps – contrasting 
assonance  

• sun rays dares sky – alliteration 
(letter ‘s’ at start and end)  

• leaps/dares – strong verbs  

• wind, stream, sun, sky – nouns 
to do with the natural world  

• floats downstream – contrasting 
assonance 



Your task 

• Like the previous example, I would like you to 
identify and try adding secret strings to the 
other verses of Caged Birds (on the next slide). 

 

• Like the example, I would like you to explain 
what secret stings you have identified. 

 

• Remember that this can be any link that you 
can spot between words or phrases. 



The caged bird sings  
with a fearful trill  
of things unknown  
but longed for still  
and his tune is heard  
on the distant hill  
for the caged bird  
sings of freedom.  
 
The free bird thinks of 
another breeze  
and the trade winds soft 
through the sighing trees  
and the fat worms waiting on 
a dawn bright lawn  
and he names the sky his 
own.  
 

But a caged bird stands on the 
grave of dreams  
his shadow shouts on a 
nightmare scream  
his wings are clipped and his feet 
are tied  
so he opens his throat to sing.  
 
The caged bird sings  
with a fearful trill  
of things unknown  
but longed for still  
and his tune is heard  
on the distant hill  
for the caged bird  
sings of freedom.  



End of Activity 3 



Activity 4  

Task 1  
Today we are going to evaluate a few different 
performances of the poem Caged Birds. 

On the next slide, I have the sheet I would like you to 
fill out when watching them. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
pAxGbTwFm4  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Adg9rS4rVjI  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZzOxWAxde0 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pAxGbTwFm4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pAxGbTwFm4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pAxGbTwFm4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Adg9rS4rVjI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZzOxWAxde0


In the + box write what you liked about the 
poem. In the – box write what you disliked. 



Task 2  
Read Maya Angelou’s 

author profile.  
Which three facts about 

Maya Angelou do you 
think are most important? 

Write these in one 
sentence each. Why do 

you think this?  
 

Extension -   
Use this website to find 
out more about Maya 
Angelou and make a 
poster about her life.  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Maya_A
ngelou    

https://kids.kiddle.co/Maya_Angelou
https://kids.kiddle.co/Maya_Angelou


End of Activity 4  



Activity 5  

 

 
Task 1 - Today I would like you to choose your favourite 
poem from the last 2 weeks to perform. It would be 
even better if you could recite it by heart.  
 
Task 2 – Add your own verse to the poem.  
 
Task 3 – Record yourself performing the poem. You 
may find it useful to re-watch this video from last week 
on ways to perform a poem. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm  
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zdwxbdm


End of Activity 5  


