
Meerkat English – Week 7 – 13.07.20 

Doors – The world of possibility 

This week we are working on GHASP activities and narrative 
writing. 

 

 Again, please photograph or scan completed work as we would 
love to see your learning journey across the week. 

If you have any questions regarding the activities set, please 
email: 

meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk   

Thank you,  

Mrs Stokes and Mrs Jeffery 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Activity 1  
Today you are going to complete an activity I call ‘Draw as 
you read’.  

 

On the next slide you will see 3 separate descriptions. 
You will need to read each one and draw the image you 
got in your head from each description.  

 

On the slide after you will be given 3 pictures. This time 
you are going to do the opposite and use the drawing to 
write a description. This description needs to be clear 
enough for you to be able to give the writing to someone 
else to draw (without saying what the object is). 



Task 1 - Draw what you read 
The tree was tall with spikey leaves. It towered 
above the other shrubbery on the deserted island 
with ease. They boy looked up at the strange round 
objects hanging from the tree and made it his 
mission to get them down. 

 

The big bodied mode of transport was driving 
through the tunnel with its lights guiding the way. 
The many passengers stared out of the windows as 
the four wheels came to an abrupt halt. The guide 
picked up the microphone and carried on talking. 

 

The large creature was swimming through the open 
water looking for its food. Its fin was swishing from 
side to side. A fish swam in front of it and the 
creature knew that it was time for dinner. Sharp 
white teeth bit the fish and demolished it with 
ease.  

 

 



Task 2 - Write about the drawings 
without mentioning what they are. 

1)  2) 3) 



End of Activity 1 



Activity 2 – Comprehension 
Read this extract from The Snow-Walker's Son by Catherine Fisher and answer the 
questions on the next slide. You can listen to the extract here: 
https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/doors/s-ItAy0hpt715  

 

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/doors/s-ItAy0hpt715
https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/doors/s-ItAy0hpt715
https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/doors/s-ItAy0hpt715


Questions 

  
1. The door was the last one in the corridor.  
What is the significance of the word last? Can you think of another context 
where the word last has a significant meaning? e.g. the last chance.  
 
2. How do the opening lines (bold words) set the mood of the story? What 
are your immediate impressions?  
 
3. Having spent time reflecting on the significance of doors and their 
possibilities, what does this description suggest to you?  
 
4. Why has Fisher described the iron chain as being ‘hefty’? What could the 
significance of this word be in the context of the story?  
 
5. Darkness and a damp smell oozed through the black slit.  
How does this make you feel as a reader? What is the relevance of both 
darkness and a damp smell? Do either of these surprise you; if so, why?  



End of Activity 2 



Activity 3 
One of the things I love exploring when I’m writing is what must be going 
on in a character’s mind. Whenever I read great portal stories (where 
characters are transported into another world), I always try to put myself 
into the shoes of the character, to try to imagine how they must be feeling 
as they discover this passageway to a new place. How must Alice have 
been feeling as she fell through the never-ending tunnel into Wonderland?  

You are going to write your own portal story but first, think of your 
character – it’s easier if you base this on someone you know. To do this, 
answer the following: 
• What are they called?  
• What do they look like?  
• What sort of a person are they (miserable/friendly/kind/aggressive)?  
• What do they say?  
• What do they do?  
• How do they treat other people?  
• How do other people treat them?  



Your task  
Write a short piece of descriptive writing based on 
seeing a mysterious door through the eyes of your 
character. To do this, we will use a simple opener to 
drop the reader straight into the action, for 
example:  

Samantha stared…  

Ali hesitated…  

You may want to plan your descriptive writing using 
the template on the next slide. There is an example 
of a plan and descriptive writing on the slides after. 



Plan for short piece of descriptive 
writing. 



Plan example 

I have got a descriptive example on the next slide… 



Descriptive example 

Samantha stared. There, rising out of the cliff, was an 
unfamiliar door; its metallic panels were tarnished in 
rust. Paint flaked off the brittle walls that made up its 
frame and the door handle rattled in the bitter 
breeze. Slowly, Samantha gazed all around her, took a 
deep breath and stepped forward. 

 

Now it is your turn…Imagine your main character is 
walking along the road when they come across a 

mysterious doorway. Describe this through their eyes. Use 
my model above to help you. 



End of Activity 3  



Activity 4 – Planning a story 
Nearly all portal stories follow a similar pattern:  

 

• Main character (MC) finds magical portal & enters new world  

• Describe new world  

• MC explores this new world & encounters a problem  

• MC has to escape & return through the portal  

• MC cannot find portal again (sometimes brings back a memento of 
new world)  

 

Once you have identified the pattern of the story, the possibilities are 
endless. Let your imagination run free. Brainstorm lots of ideas and 
then decide which captures your interest as a writer. Before you start, 
take a look at the top tips on the next slide. 

 



Top tips 
Start in a world/a setting that you know well –  

It is far easier to describe something familiar to you, e.g. a 
garden, your school, your local town, etc.  

Use a stimulus (e.g. picture) for the new world –  

An image will help you focus in on the detail and describe 
what is there.  

Let your ideas flow –  

To start with don’t worry about spelling, handwriting or 
presentation … you can go back and edit this later 
(Remember to do this!) 

 

There is an example on the next slide… 



Here are a 
couple of 
ideas to 

open your 
mind to the 

world of 
possibility 



Your task  
Using this a plan like the last slide (template on 
the next slide), plan a few portal stories of your 
own. You may like to draw upon your own 
personal experience as well as your wider reading 
and imagination. I have also included two pictures 
in case they help you. 





End of Activity 4 



Activity 5 – Writing your own story  
You now have all of the tools required to write your own portal story. 
To recap on all the key points we’ve been learning:  
• Describe the portal in detail. You may want to show the portal 

through the eyes of the main character.  
• Think about what lies on the other side of the door. Allow yourself 

the opportunity to write about what interests you and what is 
important to you.  

• Great writers steal ideas (‘magpie’) from other great writers. Reflect 
upon the portal stories that you have loved reading and consider 
what made these so engaging. Try to bring in some of these skills and 
techniques into your own work.  

• Enjoy it. Writing is all about sharing a passion for words, stories and 
the world of possibility. If you love the story you are writing – so too 
will your reader.  
Task: Write your beginning of your portal story (first 2 parts of your 

plan). I look forward to reading them. 



Example Portal Story – Section 1 of the plan 
Laughing, Cara swung higher and higher on the swing. She turned her face 
upwards to the sky, and revelled in the feeling of the hot summer sun on 
her skin. It caressed her face, her bare arms as they protruded from her t-
shirt, and her tanned legs, clad only in shorts. Back and forth, back and forth 
she went, like the pendulum of a grandfather clock, her bare legs stretching 
for the sky. 

Cara began to swing higher than she’d ever swung before, ignoring her 
father’s warnings of the danger of pushing herself beyond her known limits. 
She swung higher than the young magnolia tree her mother had planted in 
the back garden, higher than the top of the pole of the swing ball set – and, 
closing her eyes, she swung higher than the top of the swing itself… 

As she continued to swing, far too high, she felt a strange sensation as she 
swung forwards, the sensation of a sudden cold breeze, cooling her legs as 
they reached for the sky. Her eyes shot open, as fast as lightning, but as she 
swung backwards, the warmth returned. How strange, she thought, 
pressing her body backwards into the motion to swing forwards again.  

 



There! Right at the top of the apex of the swing, a patch of coldness, and a distortion 
in the air. A rectangle, about the size of a door, where the sunlight didn’t quite shine 
as brightly, where the tint of blue wasn’t quite so deep, where the warm summer 
sun became tinged by a cold breeze… 
 
A sudden, overwhelming curiosity gripped Cara. On the next swing, she leant 
backward as far as she could – and, at the top of the forwards swing, she pressed 
her legs into the strange, door-shaped patch of sky. To her horror, they didn’t come 
back – and neither did she! Instead, she was dragged forwards, her fingers wrenched 
from the chains of the swing, into the cold square of strange sky, away from the 
safety of the back garden; the warmth of the summer sunlight; the familiarity of the 
magnolia tree and the play equipment, and then she was falling…falling though thin, 
cold air, like a lead balloon, and landing with a thump in an ungainly pile of legs and 
arms on the muddy grass below. 
 
Winded, and slightly dazed, she ascertained that her body was still functioning and 
that nothing was broken, and then she looked around.  Her back garden had 
vanished. In its place, was … (To be continued). 

Example Portal Story – Section 2 of the plan 



End of Activity 5  


