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BRATTON  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 
 Learn - Have Fun – Succeed  
 Headteacher: Mr Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire,  BA13 4RL 

Dear Parents and families,  

 

I hope the children have had a lovely Christmas and they are refreshed and ready for term 3. Last term, 

we started our topic of Europe and will be continuing this term due to the vast scope of the topic which 

we have only just begun to explore! The children have shown a keen interest in the topic thus far and 

have arrived back with enthusiasm and an eagerness to get stuck in and further their knowledge and 

understanding. 

 

During technology week last term, the children of Giraffe class experienced working together to build a 

shelter, which needed to be weather-proof and camouflaged, along with a spaghetti and marshmallow 

tower. When reflecting on the week, the children concluded that in learning we don’t always get things 

right the first time and sometimes when you solve one problem there is a new one to solve.  They also 

learnt that sometimes you have to change your ideas to make something successful and that it is 

sometimes better to work together and share ideas. These reflections encapsulate our school aims of a 

growth mindset in our learning and of the children not being afraid to find themselves in the learning pit. 

We will be continuing to reinforce this positive learning attitude, throughout this term.  

 

In maths this term, the children will start by continuing their learning on measurement. We will build on 

the learning of last term and then progress to finding the perimeter of 2d shapes, comparing 

measurements and adding and subtracting measures. We will then move on to studying time, where the 

children will read and tell the time on an analogue and digital clock, including clocks with Roman 

Numerals. They will then learn how many seconds are in a minute, minutes in an hour and progress to 

days in a month, year and leap year. After this, we will calculate the time taken for the duration of 

events. We will then move on to learning about the properties of shape, which will include drawing and 

creating 2d and 3d shapes, describing 3d shapes, recognising angles as a property of shapes and 

identifying angles as right angles, acute angles and obtuse angles. Throughout this term, the children 

will also be taking the skills they learn in these areas and applying them to different contexts and word 

problems. To aid this work, please do continue to practice the children's times tables with them at home. 

In year 3, these are the 2s, 5s, 10s, 3s, 4s and 8 timetables.   

 

In English this term, the children will be learning about two genres: play-scripts and adventure stories. 

The children will learn about the unique layout of a play-script, with a focus on powerful verbs and 

adverbs guiding the actor in the stage directions. The children will write their own play-scripts before 

performing them to the class and becoming play reviewers. We will then move on to writing adventure 

stories, based around our new class novel, 'Five on a Treasure Island'. Through these genres they will 

develop their writing skills, but also their GHaSP (grammar, handwriting, spelling, punctuation) skills.  

 

This term we will be starting a new class novel of 'Five on a Treasure Island'. This literary classic and 

popular children's book is written by Enid Blyton. We will be using this book in English lessons and 

guided reading lessons, where the children will write predictions about what they think will happen, 

explore underlying themes in the adventure story genre and answer comprehension 
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questions on the text. I would like to take this opportunity to re-emphasise the importance of continuing 

to read with your child once a day and writing in their reading records. The children can also write in 

their own reading records to document when they have read to themselves and should be encouraged to 

write their opinion on what they have read too. Please also ensure the children bring in their reading 

books and reading records to school daily as it is important that we can check for messages, find out 

what the children are reading and also comment when we read with the children. The children's reading 

will be re-assessed during this term against the oxford reading scheme. The children require one book at 

their assessed level, and can take one book of the next level up to be read to and with them at home.  

 

Other areas of the curriculum will continue to be taught around the topic of Europe this term. In ICT, the 

children will learn about researching on the internet safely, before learning how to use publisher to 

produce an information leaflet on a capital city. In Art this term, the children will focus on the life and 

works of Vincent Van Gogh and his post impressionist style. They will then recreate some of his famous 

paintings, such as his paintings of sunflowers and 'The Starry night'.  Music this term will consist of the 

children exploring and developing playing skills through the glockenspiel. This will include learning 

about pulse and rhythm in music and imitating these on a glockenspiel and looking at and understanding 

musical notation.  

 

In Science, the children will be learning about forces and magnets. The children will learn about how a 

force is needed to make an object move and how different surfaces can affect a force. They will then 

explore the two poles of a magnet and how magnets can attract or repel each other. They will work 

scientifically by investigating toy cars on different surfaces, sorting materials into whether they are 

magnetic or not and testing to find out which is the strongest magnet.  

 

In RE this term, the children will be learning about Hinduism and pilgrimage to the River Ganges. The 

children will explore the significance of the River Ganges for a Hindu and a Non-Hindu and learn about 

rituals that Hindu's carry out when they visit the river.  

 

Big Write will continue to take place every other Friday, with talk homework being brought home by 

the children the Thursday before. The children's weekly homework will be given out on a Thursday and 

will be due in on the following Tuesday. PE lessons will remain on a Wednesday and Thursday so 

please ensure your child has their PE kits and swimming kits in school on these days. This terms topic 

will be hockey with Miss Wozniak and swimming with myself. As the weather remains cold, please 

ensure that your child has a school jumper and a coat with them every day, as well as a warmer PE kit 

for outdoor PE.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Regards, 

 

Mrs. Hannah Stewart, Mrs Sarah Smith, Mrs Kim Harvey, Miss Nicola Shaw 

Giraffe Class team.  
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