
Giraffe Class 
Year 3 

Term 4 2019-2020 
World War Two from a child’s perspective. 

Term 4 will culminate in a trip to the Somerset Rural 
Life Museum for an ‘Evacuee Experience’ Day on 

Thursday 2nd April. 



History 
• We will study World War Two from a child’s perspective, and explore in more 

depth the following: 
– The outline causes of the war, the main events, and the participating countries. 
– The Dunkirk evacuation, reading ‘The Little Ships’ by Louise Borden, which is written 

from a child’s perspective. 
– The Blitz in London, and how bombing affected children in the capital.  
– Evacuee children and their experiences while evacuated to the country. 
– Food and rationing, Digging for Victory, and the impact of the war on everyday life. 
– We will compare and contrast what life was like for a child during the war with now, 

reading extracts from ‘War Boy: A Wartime Childhood’, by Michael Foreman. 
– We will continue with our class reader, ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ by C. 

S. Lewis, set in World War Two, in which four children evacuated from London to a 
country house discover a magical world, which is also, in a strange parallel, at war. 

– We will build our studies towards our end of term trip to the Somerset Rural Life 
Museum to take part in an ‘Evacuee Experience’ Day, in which the children will 
experience an ‘air raid’, dig for victory, and explore rationing. 



English: Reading and Writing 
• We will continue to explore a range of World War Two themed texts, both fiction and non-

fiction, including those mentioned in the History section, as well as a range of multimedia 
extracts and texts from and about the war, alongside our class reader. 

• We will explore these styles of writing, alongside these skills: 
– Letter writing – formal letter layout, capital letters, paragraphing, formal language. 
– Poetry writing – metaphor, simile, and personification, rhythm, rhyme, structure, line length, 

stanzas, word order, and vocabulary. 
– Descriptive writing – adjectives, adverbs, verbs, and figurative language, singular/plural forms. 
– Narrative writing – fantasy stories (inspired by the class reader) – story structure, building 

tension, including dialogue, punctuating speech, extending the range of punctuation used – 
question and exclamation marks, brackets, speech marks,  and ellipsis. 

– Diary entries – writing in character, first person pronouns, tenses, sentence structures,/clauses. 
– Whole school Big Write in Week 2, for World Book Day (Narrative Writing) – story writing – in 

which the children will let their imaginations run wild! 
– There will also be four Guided Reading sessions a week, in which the children will work in small 

groups on a carousel of reading and comprehension activities. 
– In addition to this, there will be several GHASP sessions a week, in which specific skills will be 

taught and developed, including explicit grammar, handwriting, and spelling lessons. 



Maths 
• The children will begin the term by looking at statistics and how to interpret and present 

data using bar charts, pictograms and tables. They will solve one-step and two-step questions 
on statistics [for example, ‘How many more?’ and ‘How many fewer?’] The children will then 
move on to the connected topic of measurement. They will: 
– measure, compare, add and subtract: lengths (m/cm/mm); mass (kg/g); 

volume/capacity (l/ml) 
– measure the perimeter of simple 2-D shapes 
– add and subtract amounts of money to give change, using £ and p in practical contexts 
– tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using Roman numerals from I to 

XII, and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks 
– estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest minute; record and 

compare time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours; use vocabulary such as o’clock, 
a.m./p.m., morning, afternoon, noon and midnight 

– know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each month, year and 
leap year 

– compare durations of events [e.g. calculate the time taken for particular events/tasks]. 
• The children will also continue to work on multiplication and division and their recall of times 

table facts, consolidating their knowledge in weekly mental maths lessons. 



Science 
• We will be finishing off our topic of ‘Plants’, looking at what plants need 

for growth, and exploring the part that flowers play in the life cycle of 
flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal. 

• We will also be developing extended writing in Science, writing narratives 
inspired by the life cycle of a plant. 

• Then, in Week 3, which is a school-wide Science Focus Week, we will be 
keeping food diaries, comparing our diets to those of children in World 
War Two, and beginning our new topic, ‘Nutrition and the Body’. Our 
studies will include identifying that animals, including humans, need the 
right types and amount of nutrition, and that they cannot make their own 
food - they get nutrition from what they eat, as well as understanding 
that humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles, for 
support, protection and movement. This will be linked to our P.E. lessons. 



P.E. and P.S.H.E. 
• We will be spending this term developing our skills in 

defending and attacking principles, ball control, and 
teamwork, within the sport of Football. 

• We will link this to our Science work on ‘Nutrition and 
the Body’. 

• We will also link this to our P.S.H.E work on 
reflection, reciprocity, resourcefulness and resilience, 
all of which are valuable life skills for the children, as 
well as important skills in team sports. 



Computing 
• The children will learn how to present information in 

programmes such as Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.  
• They will enter and learn how to format text in Microsoft Word. 
• They will create a table using Microsoft Excel, linked to our 

Maths work on tables and charts. 
• They will also create a PowerPoint, linked to their History 

studies, in which they present photographs and information 
about an aspect of World War Two, that they will research using 
the Internet. 

• In addition to this, the children will devote some of their 
computing time to maths games to help them consolidate their 
knowledge and recall of times table facts, and will also be using 
the application Professor Assessor. 



ART/D.T. 
• We will be linking some of our artwork this term to 

our Science lessons, drawing and painting flowers and 
plants from still life (we have a growing collection of 
classroom plants and flowers), as well as drawing 
diagrams of the human skeleton.  

• The children will also be making models of parts of 
the body in our design technology work, exploring how 
muscles work to control movement, as well as making 
skeleton/bone mobiles! 



Homework 
• Please continue to support your child in maximising their learning opportunities 

by encouraging them to complete the English and Maths homework each week. 
• Home learning is designed to extend or consolidate the learning that has taken 

place in the classroom. We will set home learning tasks each Thursday, to be 
returned the following Tuesday. 

• The tasks should take no longer than twenty-five minutes, and we would 
suggest that if it is taking longer that you take a break and speak to us the 
following day, as it may be that we need to re-teach the concept or provide 
your child with some extra support. 

• We do not want home learning to be a source of stress or arguments, but to be 
an opportunity for you and your child to work together and share the learning 
journey, so please do let us know if there are any concerns. 

• Please also continue to encourage your child to read at least five times a week 
at home, either to you, with you, or independently, and to record their reads in 
their reading journals. A sheet with prompt questions and sentence starters 
has been stuck into their reading journals to support this. 



And Finally 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any 
questions, queries, or concerns – we are available for a 
quick catch up in the morning or by appointment for a 
more detailed meeting after school. 
  
Best wishes,   
Miss Jennifer Pickup and Mrs Alison Callaway 


