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BRATTON  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 
 Learn - Have Fun – Succeed  
 Headteacher: Mr Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire,  BA13 4RL 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to Term 5 in Year 1. I would like to take this time in to introduce myself. I am 
Miss Blacker and I look forward to teaching your children and getting to know how 
special and unique they are.  

This term our topic will be “Into the woods.” We will be exploring plants and forests 
through the foundation subjects in our curriculum, looking not only at different 
geographical locations such as the Amazon Rainforest compared to the UK, but also 
exploring the climate, physical elements and wildlife in these locations. The children will 
investigate plants in Science, learning about the different parts of a flower and watching 
how cress seeds grow. They will be creating artwork by observing plants and be making 
images with plants we find within our school.  

Alongside our topic work, the children will continue to participate in Phonics, English and 
Mathematics lessons. Phonics sessions will continue to be based upon the Letters and 
Sounds teaching programme. The class will be continuing with Phase 5 this term, 
focusing on the alternative spellings and pronunciations for those sounds we have 
already learnt. On the week commencing Monday 11 June, Year 1 pupils will be taking a 
Phonics Screening Check. This is a short test to assess their understanding of different 
graphemes and how they can be blended in different ways within words. In the build up 
to this the class will be undertaking extra focus phonics sessions. Please remember to 
look at the list of the sounds and high frequency words covered so far, given out at 
parents evening and available in their homework books, and continue to practise these 
in order to support their learning in class. We will also continue to write the specific 
letter sounds and tricky words your child needs to practise in their reading record.  

The focus for English this term is on exploring our writing ideas orally and gaining a 
deeper understanding of fiction and non-fiction text types, and a better understanding 
their purpose. In guided reading sessions, the children will read a range of fiction texts 
and we will be continuing our carousel of activities. In Big Write sessions this term the 
class will be focusing on letters linking to our topic work. The class will also be writing 
instructions about how to get to the woods for the teddy bears picnic and a newspaper 
report. In all these areas we will be focusing on more accurate use of punctuation and 
expanding the children’s use of vocabulary, such as adventurous adjectives and similes, 
when writing. We will also continue formal GHaSP (Grammar Handwriting and Spelling 
Punctuation) sessions within daily teaching. During these sessions, the children will build 
upon skills already learnt and begin to learn some new rules for language use and 
language structure. 
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In Mathematics we will continue to focus on multiplication and division skills and use 
these operations to solve problems. We will also cover capacity and money. The children 
will also continue to develop their use of maths skills for fractions, learning about halves 
and quarters of an object.  

On Wednesdays the children will be having PE with Miss Wozniak, our sports coach. PE 
will also be on a Tuesday, in class PE lessons; the children will be focusing on agility and 
co-ordination skills. Please remember to bring in your child’s PE Kit on Tuesday and 
Wednesdays. 

Over the term the children will receive home learning. This will be sent out on a 
Thursday afternoon and collected back in on a Monday. In addition to this, a short Big 
Write talk homework will be given out every other Thursday and be due in on the Friday 
(the day after). Home learning may include an activity such as a Maths puzzle, phonics 
game or language work. Home learning will focus on consolidating the skills that are 
taught at school, providing the children with another opportunity to practice and discuss 
these. It also provides another assessment opportunity for us, as we are able to see how 
embedded their skills are when used in a different context. Each task will be clearly 
explained to the children in class, as well as there being instructions given on the task 
itself. We are keen to emphasise that these tasks should be short, focused, shared 
learning and envisage them taking no longer than 15 minutes. 

Reading should be seen as separate to homework. We aim to foster a love of reading 
with all of the children and encourage them to read regularly, not just because they 
have been told to! Children will be sent home with a book pitched at their level, as well 
as one chosen from the school Library, aimed at extending and challenging them. Please 
continue to read this Library book to and with your child, as reading a range of genres 
and higher level books positively impacts the way in which children view reading. The 
reading records sent home are an opportunity for you to record the books the children 
have read, as well as being a place to write any comments about your child’s reading 
skills. These comments support us in our assessment of the children and aid us in 
selecting new and exciting books for them. Thank you for the support you have already 
shown for this and please continue to work with your child to fill in a section of this 
record at least five times per week, regularly discussing their reading progress and 
understanding with them.  

As a school we continue to develop a ‘Growth Mindset’ within all our children at Bratton 
Primary. We want them to love challenges, learning from their mistakes rather than 
fearing failure, putting lots of effort into everything they do and valuing feedback from 
adults and friends. As such, Lemur class will continue to develop 4 key aspects, these are 
reflectiveness, reciprocity, resourcefulness and resilience. As a class we have developed 
resilience in our learning over the first few terms. We will continue to focus on 
resourcefulness and in particular being more independent.  

We are looking forward to another exciting term and to supporting the children with 
their learning, as well as continuing to work closely with yourselves. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Yours faithfully,  

Miss Katie Blacker and Mrs Hilary Gray 

Year 1 Team 
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