
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back, I hope that you have had an enjoyable Easter holiday. This term our topic is a 

history topic called ‘Space Explorers’. We will be learning about different space explorers 

focusing on Tim Peake and Neil Armstrong. We will be watching videos of the launches into 

space and landings and learning about the reasons for their visits. We will discuss what it takes 

to become an astronaut and the training that is required. We will compare Tim Peake and Neil 

Armstrong and the different times and reasons for their visits to space.  

In English, our writing will be influenced by our history topic learning about space explorers. We 

will begin by reading a book called ‘Beegu’, which is about an alien who gets lost on Earth. We 

will use this to write a diary entry about her time on Earth, including adjectives to describe 

feelings. We will then discuss where we think she came from and why she came and use this 

discussion to write an introduction to the story, giving more detail about Beegu and her home 

planet. We will then be writing reports including all of the information that we have learnt about 

astronauts and what it takes to be an astronaut. After that, we will be writing an application to 

become an astronaut and why we would make a good one. Finally, we will be learning some 

rhyming poems and creating our own about space. In phonics, we will be supported this term by 

Mrs Smith and Miss Shaw to ensure we deliver ever more focused and targeted teaching on 

phonics in preparation for our phonics screening test, which will take place in June.  

This term will continue to follow our system for guided reading with a variety of activities to 

improve reading and interpreting skills. This will include a focused discussion group to develop 

comprehension and inference skills, which will be a teacher led group, as well as a variety of 

independent activities, such as: a phonics based activity, adult led spelling games, learning 

poems and rhymes and using reading applications on the laptop. We cannot stress enough the 

importance of reading both with and to your child, so please continue to do this as often as 

possible. This could also include listening to audio books, which allow the children to enjoy 

books beyond their current level of reading. 

In Maths, we will be continuing to develop our counting forwards and backwards from 100, as 

well as in 2s, 5s and 10s. Please continue to support your child with this at home. We will be 

recapping our knowledge of number bonds and focusing more on the related subtraction facts, 

so that we develop our understanding of the relationship between addition and subtraction to 

understand that they are opposite. We will then be learning about fractions and finding halves 

and quarters of a shape, moving towards finding fractions of amounts. We will learn this by 

using the sharing method and understanding that to find half we can share between 2. After this, 

we will be recapping and deepening our understanding of measurement of length, height and 

weight. We will link some of our learning here to space by measuring how far astronauts jumped 

in space.  



In science this term, we will be recapping our knowledge of materials during our DT project and 

learning about the human body. We will label and name the body parts and understand which 

body parts are linked to each sense. We will link this to our space explorers topic by thinking 

about which senses astronauts need to use and why they are important.  

In computing this term, we will continue to develop our understanding of algorithms and 

programming by using online systems, such as Scratch, to create algorithms and program a 

character to do what we want.  

PE will continue to be taught by myself and Miss Wozniak, with the sports coach session being 

on Wednesday, and class PE sessions on Friday. The focus will be cricket during the sports 

coach sessions. During class sessions, we will be completing our astronaut physical training, 

undertaking a variety of tasks to help us to become good astronauts!  

In music, we will be listening to different music and sounds inspired by ‘space’ and trying to use 

our instruments musically to create some ‘space’ music.  

In design technology this term, we will be designing our own space buggy. For this we will think 

about the type of planet that we will be on and the terrain there, evaluate some existing products 

and using these to help us with our ideas. We will then create our space buggy with a moving 

part. If anyone has any playmobil or lego space buggies or something similar that we could 

have a look at, that would be really useful. I would also like to ask for different types of junk 

modelling materials to be donated for our space buggy project. We will need: boxes, yoghurt 

pots, things for wheels, windows etc. anything and everything will be useful!   

We are looking forward to an engaging and productive term of learning. If you have any 

questions or would like to discuss anything further, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Miss Emily Partridge and Mrs Sam Midgley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


