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Lemur Class  
English Home Learning  

The Snail and the Whale  

There will be a separate powerpoint with some 
activities to support SPAG learning this week.  
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We will use  

‘The Snail and the Whale’ for our 
English learning over the next 

three weeks. During this time we 
will make storymaps, learn and tell 
the story and share what we think 

about the story.  
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At the end of this learning, the 
children will write their own story 

about another two creatures. 

We hope you will enjoy and have 
fun with this learning.  

At the end of this powerpoint are 
some other creative activities you 

could do linked to the story.  
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Monday  
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Share the story of  

‘The Snail and the Whale’.  

A wonderful version of the story is 
available to watch on bbc iplayer -  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/epi
sode/m000cslw/the-snail-and-the-

whale 
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In today’s learning, we are showing our understanding of 

the story through talking about it and sharing what we like 

about it – and what we don’t! 

Talking through our ideas helps us to prepare for writing 

them down.  
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Some questions to help you think about the story. 

What was your favourite part of the story? 

Can you say why you like it? 

Which place would you most like to visit? 

Is there any part of the story you don’t like? 

Can you say why?  
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Now that we have talked through 

our ideas, we are going to write to 

the author, Julia Donaldson, to tell 

her how much we like her story.  
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The letter should start ‘Dear Julia Donaldson’ ,  

and finish ‘from … your own name.’ 

Write about your favourite part of the story.  

Or your 3 favourite parts! 

Write what it is, and why you like it so much.  

You could write about how you would feel if you were there. 

At the end of the letter,  

draw a picture of your favourite part of the story.   
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When we are writing, it is helpful to say each sentence  

out loud before we write it.  

In all of our writing we always need to remember to  

• Start every sentence with a capital letter 

• End every sentence with a full stop 

• Remember the spelling of our tricky words 

• Use our sounds to sound out words  

• Use our most careful handwriting so our writing  

looks as wonderful as our ideas  
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Here is an example of a letter to Julia Donaldson.  

Dear Julia Donaldson,  

I have just watched your story ‘The Snail and the Whale’. I really liked it! 

My favourite part was when the children helped save the whale. The snail was 

really clever to tell them that the whale needed help. I wish my school was 

beside the sea because it would be fun to go on the sand after school.  

I liked when the snail and the whale saw the volcanoes, but I would be a bit 

scared if I saw a volcano.  

Thank you for your nice story.  

From Ben.  
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If your parents can photograph (or 
scan) and email me your letters, we 
can send them to Julia Donaldson.  

I’m looking forward  

to seeing your letters.  
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Tuesday  
Wednesday 

Thursday  
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Over the next three days we are 
going to make story maps and use 

them to tell the story to our parents 
on Friday.  

Re-telling the story in this way helps 
us understand how stories have a 
beginning, middle and end, and 
helps us write our own stories.  
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You might like to watch it 
again on iplayer to gather 

your ideas.  
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To make the story map 
pictures, parents please 
take some sheets of A4 

paper, fold them twice so 
that you can tear / cut 

them into 4 pieces. 
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For each part of the 
storymap, we will need to 
think about the place, the 
characters and the action.  

We don’t need to put 
EVERYTHING in – just 

enough to help us tell the 
story.   
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Tuesday – draw the storymap pictures  for the 
beginning of the story. 

Parents, here are some ideas for these pictures. 

(1) The snail on the whale’s tail the harbour 
before they set off – don’t forget details like 
the lighthouse and the boat and the other 
snails on the rock  

(2) The snail and the whale travelling through 
the open seas 

(3) Swimming deep under the sea, through the 
rocks and corals, and the sharks   

(4) Seeing the beach, trees, animals and 
volcanoes  
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When you have finished the pictures, put them in 
order and use them to start to tell the story to your 

parents.  

 

Add as many details as you can remember! 

 

Remember to use proper sentences to tell the 
story so far.  
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Wednesday  – draw the storymap pictures  for the 
middle of the story. 

Parents, here are some ideas for these pictures. 

 

(5) The stormy seas  

(6) The snail falling off the whale or the whale    

       rescuing him  

(7) Being among the icebergs and the penquins  

(8) Being among the mountains and trees and the 
bear  

 

 

 

 
 

 

20 Year 2 

https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/maths/year-2-maths/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/maths/year-2-maths/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/maths/year-2-maths/


©  hamilton-trust.org.uk 

  

When you have finished the pictures, put them in 
order and use them to start to tell the story to your 

parents.  

 

Add as many details as you can remember! 

 

Remember to use proper sentences to tell the 
story so far.  
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Thursday  – draw the storymap pictures  for the 
final parts  of the story. 

Parents, here are some ideas for these pictures. 

 

(9) The whale getting stranded on the beach 

(10) The snail getting help from the schoolchildren  

(11) Everyone helping rescue the whale  

(12) The whale and the snail back home telling all 
the snails of their adventures  

(13) The whale setting of again with lots of snails  
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When you have finished the pictures, put them in 
order and use them to start to tell the story to your 

parents.  

 

Add as many details as you can remember! 

 

Remember to use proper sentences to tell the 
story so far.  
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Friday 
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Stick all the pictures in order on a 
long piece of paper, and use them 

to tell the story.  

Parents and children could take it 
in turns to tell each part of the 

story.   
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Here are some other ideas you could do over the week that will all 
add to the children’s enjoyment, understanding and recall of the 

story. 

• Draw, paint or collage pictures of the snail, the whale (and 
other characters, if you want), cut them out and stick them 
on a stick to use them as puppets to retell the story  

• Paint, chalk or colour a sea background using different 
shades of blue and green, then draw / paint and cut out fish 
and other sea creatures to stick on it  

• or go 3D and do it in a shoe box, hanging the creatures as 
well as sticking them on  

• Find out about whales, snails, penquins and other creatures 
in the story  

• Use chalk sideways to do some snail writing on the ground  

• Share other stories by Julia Donaldson  
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