
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Lemurs Class. I hope that you have all had an enjoyable summer holiday.  The 

children are settling well into year one and have initially been working on establishing class 

routines and expectations for the year ahead. I am very much looking forward to an 

enjoyable and successful year with them all.  

This year we are placing greater emphasis on developing reading throughout the school, 

with the aim that all children will develop a real love of reading and enjoy exploring a wide 

range of books, as well as focussing upon improving their comprehension skills so that they 

have greater understanding of the texts that they have read. As a part of this, your continued 

support with reading at home is really important and we would ask that you listen to your 

child once-a-day. In order to foster a love of books and reading we also encourage you to 

read to them and discover books together. This will particularly help to support the 

development of their comprehension skills, if you then discuss what you have read with your 

child. 

This year, as a school, we have updated our reading scheme and developed the library. 

Over the next week I will be assessing the reading skills of all of the children and once this is 

complete, your child will bring home a reading book and a reading record. If you are looking 

for good quality, age appropriate books to read to and with your child, this site provides short 

lists and reviews of books and may be a good starting point: 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/ and in addition we will be only too happy to discuss 

appropriate book choices. 

 In English this term, our focus will be on Traditional Tales, beginning with Little Red Riding 

Hood. The children will be learning the story in a variety of ways, using role play, story maps 

and verbal retelling, working towards writing their own retelling of the story. As the children 

become more confident story tellers, we will develop their skills by creating our own version 

of The Three Little Pigs. Towards the end of the term we will move on from traditional tales 

to animal stories with farmyard settings, linking with our science topic this term of animal 

classification. We will also be spending significant time developing key skills in handwriting 

and the use of punctuation (particularly capital letters and full stops). There will continue to 

be a daily focus on the teaching of phonics in order to further develop the children's reading 

and writing skills.  

In Maths, the children will be consolidating and further developing their counting skills, as 

they work on counting to and across 100 from different starting points in different 

increments, both forwards and backwards. They will begin to learn more about number 

patterns and sequences by counting in twos, fives and tens. As the term moves on and the 

children develop a deeper understanding of number, our focus will move to addition and 

subtraction, beginning with number bonds to 10 and 20. To continue supporting your child 
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with Maths at home, please do practise counting a range of objects in ones, twos, fives or 

tens, order numbers, practise writing numbers correctly and find one more or one less than a 

given number. This website is also useful for a variety of online games that you may find 

useful http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting.  

This term, in science, the children will be identifying and naming animals and learning about 

different classifications, such as amphibians and reptiles. They will develop their use of 

scientific language through grouping animals, based upon their diets (herbivore, carnivore, 

omnivore). This will link with our art skills as the children explore how to use different 

techniques to replicate the patterns on animal skin. The children will also study and recreate 

some aboriginal animal artwork to develop their understanding of line and colour, producing 

vibrant pieces. 

In music the children will be using their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs, 

chants and rhymes. This will link with our traditional tales work in English, as the children 

sing songs about the different stories that they are reading. We will also be experimenting 

with a variety of instruments, learning to find the pulse and the rhythm of the music we listen 

to.  

 

This year there is a change to the teaching of PE. Previously Miss Wozniak taught the class 

during the teacher's planning and assessment time, however this year teachers will work 

alongside Miss Wozniak in order to improve their skills in the area. These sessions will 

continue to be taught by Miss Wozniak on Wednesday mornings and this term’s focus is tag 

rugby. During our class PE lessons, we will be focussing on gymnastics, developing the 

basic skills of controlled movements through running, jumping, throwing and catching, as 

well as developing balance, agility and co-ordination. We will discuss and demonstrate 

different ways of travelling and moving, as well as, creating short sequences of movements 

and balances.  

 

French will be taught on Thursday afternoons by Mrs Smith, who will also be teaching RE to 

Lemur class on Wednesday afternoons.  

 

During ICT lessons we will be discussing what technology is, it’s uses and it’s users. As part 

of the ICT and PSHE curriculum, we will be finding out how we can stay safe online and who 

we can speak to should we have any concerns.  

 

Homework will be given to consolidate the children’s learning and will be an extension of 

what they have been learning in class. It will be given out on a Thursday and will be due 

back in the following Tuesday. Homework will only be given out if it is relevant and useful to 

the children’s learning development.  

 

I am looking forward to an exciting and engaging term of learning. If you have any questions 

or would like to discuss anything further, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Emily Partridge 
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