
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to the second term in Lemur class. I hope that you have had an enjoyable break. 

This term in Lemur’s our topic is Teddy Bears, which will lead us in to covering many subjects 

and key skills from the curriculum. The children are all very enthusiastic to begin our learning 

this term.  

In English, we will be learning about poetry and writing some descriptive poems about our teddy 

bears. Later in the term we will return to poetry to create ‘I wish’ poems, thinking about what we 

wish our teddy bears could do. We will be reading the story of Threadbear, which is about a 

teddy bear whose squeaker won’t squeak because he is stuffed too full. From this, we will use 

our imagination to write about how he could get his squeaker to squeak again. Next, we will be 

writing a report about Margarete Steiff and the first Steiff teddy bears, which we will have learnt 

about during our history lessons. Finally, we will be creating a set of instructions about how we 

made our teddy bears.  

In Maths, we will be continuing our learning with addition, developing our knowledge further by 

solving different types of problems. We will then move on to learning about subtraction and 

understanding that this is the opposite of addition. Next, we will be learning about money and 

recognizing different coins and their value. We will have a teddy bear shop where we can 

practice finding the correct coins for each amount. Now that our number knowledge is more 

secure we will begin to count in multiples of 2, 5 and 10. We are continuing to build on our recall 

of our number bonds to 20, aiming for instant recall of each one. Finally, we will be learning 

about weight and reading scales.  

In design technology, we will be designing and making our own soft toys. Beginning by 

evaluating existing products (our own teddy bears), discussing what we like/don’t like about 

them, what they are made out of and what shape/animal they are. We will be conducting 

research to help us to decide what kind of soft toy is most popular, which will help us to create 

our design. We will then make our teddy bear design to our design criteria. After this, we will be 

writing a set of instructions for how to make a teddy bear during our English lessons. In order to 

help us to make our teddy bears, we would appreciate any socks and tights that you may have 

spare, of varying sizes. We would also be grateful for any help to assist the children with the 

making of the teddy bears. If you are able to help, please speak to myself or Mrs Midgley.  

 

In science, we will be learning about different materials and learning to differentiate the material 

from the object. We will be learning about the properties of materials and conducting an 

investigation into what materials would be best suited to build a teddy bear house. 



In History, we will be learning about Margarete Steiff, who founded the Steiff company, which 

went on to create the first teddy bear. We will also be studying different toys and teddy bears 

from different time periods, thinking about how the materials have changed, what is different 

and what is the same compared to toys that we have now. If anybody has any examples of 

different toys that parents or grandparents played with, we would really love to share these with 

the class. We will make sure that they are well looked after.  

ICT will be taught by Mrs Smith on Wednesday afternoons. She will be focusing upon safety 

online, as well as some initial computer skills, such as: logging on and creating and saving 

documents.  

PE will continue to be taught by myself and Miss Wozniak, with the sports coach session being 

on Wednesday, and class PE sessions on Friday. The focus will be Outdoor challenges, during 

Miss Wozniak’s sessions and co-ordination with throwing and catching skills during class PE.  

Thank you for your continued support with home learning and reading. Homework will continue 

to be given on Thursday’s and will be due in on the following Tuesday. As well as developing 

our reading skills through daily phonics and guided reading, this term we will be focusing on 

reading aloud, linking events and ideas to our own experiences and re-reading books to develop 

our fluency.  On a Thursday we also benefit from further comprehension sessions with Mrs 

Sealy, who will be focusing upon the same targets.  

As it is the Christmas term, we will be dedicating time to learning songs and lines for our 

Christmas production, which will be in the last week of term. More details will be given closer to 

the date.  

Next week, we will be beginning our DT topic by evaluating and gathering research about teddy 

bears. Therefore, the children are welcome to bring in a teddy bear or soft toy of their own to 

share. If any parents or grandparents have any Steiff bears or other older teddy bears that we 

could share, this would be very useful. The toys will be kept safe in the classroom and will not 

be taken out at break times or lunch times. 

I am looking forward to an engaging and productive Christmas Term full of learning progression. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss anything further, please do not hesitate to 

contact me.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Emily Partridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


