
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! I hope that you have had a fantastic Christmas break. This term in Lemur’s 

our main topic is based around our learning in Geography about the four countries that make up 

the UK and learning about our local area. 

This term we will be adopting an uprated whole school approach to our guided reading 

sessions. This will include a focused discussion group to develop comprehension and inference 

skills, which will be a teacher led group, as well as a variety of independent activities, such as: 

pre-reading the text that will be discussed the following day, spelling and phonic games, 

learning poems and rhymes and reading applications on the laptop. We cannot stress enough 

the importance of reading both with and to your child, so please continue to do this as often as 

possible. This could also include listening to audio books, which allow them to enjoy books 

beyond their level of reading.  

In English, we will be learning how to write formal and informal letters. We will link this with 

Paddington Bear and his trip to London, by writing our letters as if we were Paddington writing 

home to Aunt Lucy. Next, we will be learning about writing leaflets to advertise our local area. 

For this we will spend some time researching our local area and what landmarks and interesting 

places there are to visit nearby. Finally, we will be exploring the village and some of the local 

area towards the end of term; we will then use this experience to create a detailed recount of 

our trip. We will be beginning this term by completing a practise phonics screening test, which is 

a statutory national test that Year 1 will take officially in June. This will allow me to assess where 

the children are and tailor future learning to address any gaps in their knowledge. 

In Maths, we will continue our work on measures by learning to read different scales, using 

rulers to measure length and height and recording volume. We will then be moving on to learn 

about multiplication and division. To help us with this we will be using objects and arrays. 

Finally, we will begin to learn about fractions and find fractions of shapes. We will then use our 

new understanding of division to help us find fractions of amounts. As well as our daily maths 

lessons, this term Mrs Sealy will be focusing upon mental maths and developing and extending 

the children’s skills with number bonds and associated subtraction facts, counting in 2s, 5s and 

10s, and counting backwards from 100.  

In science, we will continue to finish our materials topic from last term, using scientific 

vocabulary to describe different properties of materials and conducting some experiments to 

test and explore these. We will then begin to learn about the weather and seasonal changes. 

We will be keeping a weather diary and monitoring the amount of rainfall each day.  

In Geography this term, we will be using atlases, maps and globes to locate the countries of the 

UK and their capital cities. We will also be studying the geography of Bratton Primary and the 

local area, learning about the key physical and human features. 



In ICT this term, we will be learning about algorithms and simple programming. To do this we 

will be using the Beebots and programming them to correctly navigate their way around maps. 

We will also create our own big maps to then program the Beebots to navigate.  

PE will continue to be taught by myself and Miss Wozniak, with the sports coach session being 

on Wednesday, and class PE sessions on Friday. The focus will be gymnastics in the sports 

coach sessions and co-ordination and ball skills in class sessions.  

In art this term we will be studying Monet and looking in particular at his London landscape 

artwork. We will be drawing inspiration from his artwork and recreating his idea to draw the 

same landscape at different times of the day.  

French will continue to be taught on a Thursday and Mrs Smith will be linking in their French 

learning with our Geography and science learning, to learn some French vocabulary for the 

countries and weather. On a Wednesday afternoon this term, Mrs Smith will be teaching music. 

This will link into our work about seasons, as the children learn to play instruments musically 

and think about what each season may sound like.  

I am looking forward to an engaging and productive term of learning. If you have any questions 

or would like to discuss anything further, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Miss Emily Partridge and Mrs Sam Midgley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


