
English 
week beginning 18th January 

This week, we are going to make up our own ‘The 
Snail and the Whale’ stories. 

Lots of the work this week is talking and drawing 
pictures. This is an important part of developing 

your ideas which will really help you when you write 
your story.  Doing the drawings carefully will show 
your pride in your learning and also help you when 

you write your story.  



Monday 
Today we are inventing our own characters for 

our own stories. 
I hope you will work at this activity for about 20 
– 30 minutes. Remember that talking through 
your ideas is part of the learning and helping 

you develop your ideas. 



Instead of the snail and the whale, we are going  to have 2 
different characters: one, like the snail, who wants to go on an 
adventure, and the other, like the whale, who comes along to 

take him or her onto an adventure.  

On a sheet of paper, brainstorm all the pairs of  creatures you 
can think of who could be in your story. Remember, they need 

to live in the same sort of place so they can meet – for 
instance, you couldn’t have a crab (instead of the snail) and a 
polar bear (instead of the whale) because a crab lives in warm 

seas and a polar bear lives in the north pole, so how would 
they ever meet?



It might look like this. 

A spider and a 
cat 

A monkey and a 
tiger  A crab and a

squid

A chicken and a
horse  

A fish and a
shark

A mouse and an 
elephant  

An ant and a 
duck

A dog and a
deer

A squirrel and a
bear

A hedgehog and 
a fox  

A turtle and 
a shark  

A mouse and a 
cow  

A twarthog and 
a hippo  



Choose which 2 characters you want to use for 
your story and draw a picture of each of them 

on separate pieces of paper. 

Then talk about what you think each of the 
characters might be like – friendly, brave, clever, 

bored, happy, scared, caring – you decide!



Write the words to describe each character 
around the pictures. 

Then write some sentences to describe the
characters. If you are in year 2, write 5 or 6

sentences, and think about writing some longer 
sentences using ‘because’ or ‘and’ or using commas. 



The mouse wanted adventures 
because she was bored. 

She sat on the fence and looked all around.
All she could see were trees, grass, a pond and some 

ducks. 

Here are some examples of longer 
sentences using ‘because’, ‘and’ and 

commas. 



Remember that in every sentence you 
• Start with a capital letter 
• Finish with a full stop

• Use your most careful handwriting
• Use finger spaces between words
• Sound out words as you write

• Read your writing back to check it and fix any mistakes



After you have done this, do one or two of
the activities from the other English files 

on the website.



Tuesday

Today we are inventing the setting for 
our own stories. 

I hope you will work at this ‘setting’ activity 
for about 20 minutes. 

After that, choose one or two phonics activities
from the other activities on the website. 



On a sheet of paper, draw some pictures of the 
setting and think about which one might be the 

beginning of your story. Write some words to 
describe it around the picture – cold, hot, 

windy, lots of trees, no trees … 



Talk about the kind of place where your characters might live and meet –
the sea, a forest, a mountain, an iceberg – whatever suits your 

characters. Talk about what sort of things you might see there – other 
animals, trees, hills, sand … 

This afternoon on our zoom lesson we are 
going to share our pictures of our 

characters and our settings. 



Wednesday 

Today we are thinking about what adventures 
our characters might have on their journey. 

I hope you will work at this activity 
for about 20 – 30 minutes. 

After that, choose one or two phonics activities
from the other activities on the website. 



Talk about 4 places that your characters could visit and 
what they might see there. 

Draw 4 pictures of the places and then talk about what 
you have drawn and what might happen there.  

I hope you will work at this activity 
for about 20 minutes. 

After that, choose one or two phonics activities from 
the other activities on the website. 



Thursday and Friday 

Over these 2 days we will be making a story 
map for  our new story. 



Using the ideas you have talked about and drawn over the week, make 
your story map in at least 6 pictures, using the same size paper as 

when you did your story map last week.

1 – the two 
characters 
meet and 
start their 
adventure. 

2 – they visit 
the first place 

in their 
adventure. 

3 – they visit 
the second  

place in their 
adventure. 

4 – they visit 
the third  

place in their 
adventure. 

5 – they visit 
the fourth 

place in their 
adventure. 

6 – they go 
back home.  

You might like to add an extra box to 
parts 2,3,4,and 5 of your map to add 
something happening at that place. 



Use your storymap to tell your story aloud a few times, adding different 
details as you go. Make sure you say your story in proper sentences. 
The more times you say your story aloud, the more it will help you

when you write it next week. 

We will share our story maps on our 
afternoon zoom lessons.


