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Welcome to term 4 

Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

Welcome back; we hope you had a safe and enjoyable half term and are 
refreshed for the upcoming 6 weeks.  

This term, we will be starting a topic called ‘Full Steam Ahead’. We are 
looking forward to the new topic and continuing the amazing learning 
developments that the children have already made this school year. Within 
all the planned work we will continue to teach Year 2 and 3 specific 
objectives and skills according to the National Curriculum.  Please do read 
on to find out everything that the children will be learning about this term. 

 

Please do remember we are always here to support you via class email or 
phone, to support the home learning. leopards@bratton.wilts.sch.uk  

 

 

mailto:leopards@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


English  
In English, we will begin the term by writing an explanation text. This will give the 
children an opportunity to apply some of the skills learnt during our instruction 
writing unit, allowing them to write in a more formal way. The children will write 
an explanation for how a machine works, before writing one on how a train 
operates. 

 

After that, we will revisit newspaper reports to give an account on the ‘great train 
robbery’. We will then use this information to present our findings in the format of 
a TV report on the event. 

 

Following this, we will read 'Oi! get off our train' by John Buckinham, comprehend, 
analyse and understand the books events and get to know the story, before having 
a go at re-writing it, using our own ideas. 

 

Finally, we are going to write biographies. We will research a well-known person 
who played a significant role within locomotive history, and using appropriate sub-
headings, we will sort information and include facts and opinions. Year 3 pupils will 
learn about parenthesis and begin to apply this to their writing, while Year 2 pupils 
will be challenged to sort their ideas into paragraphs. 

  



Reading   
This term, our class book will be the ‘Railway Children’. We will read this 
throughout the term and talk about it in guided reading sessions.  

 

In the second week of term, we will have many additional fun and exciting ‘World 
Book Day’ activities help to celebrate this day on the 4th of March.  
 

Reading continues to be a focus as it plays a crucial role in the children’s education 
in supporting the development of their comprehension, imagination and writing 
skills.  
 

We would like to thank you for the continued support with reading with the 
children at home and would ask for this to carry on. We encourage you to not only 
read with the children, but discuss what they have read, ask their opinions of the 
characters, the story so far and the choices the characters make, as well as 
predicting what may happen next, also exploring non-fiction texts in depth as well.  

 

Please also continue to make use of Reading Eggs, as this is a strong website to 
support with comprehension, spelling and reading development. We will also 
continue to use set tasks on this platform.  

 



GHaSP   

• This term our GHaSP lessons throughout the 6 terms, (grammar and 
punctuation) will be taught, against the Year 2 and 3 objectives,  alongside the 
English lessons. This will play a critical part in the success criteria that will be 
created to encourage the children to include taught skills within their writing. 

 

• In spelling, we will continue to be learning, practicing and applying the Year 
2 and Year 3 common exception words in our writing (these can be found in 
the middle of your child's reading records).  In addition to this we will also 
build and develop spelling patterns, using the no-nonsense spelling scheme. 

 

• In Handwriting, we will be continuing to use Letter Join on a weekly basis to 
develop our cursive joined script.   https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/  
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Maths    
This term in maths, we will be working hard on ensuring that the children’s mental 
maths skills are secure and that they have  quick and confident number recall. 
Therefore, during many of our warmup starter activities we will be recapping many key 
foundation skills, such as times tables, quick mental addition/subtraction, odd and even 
numbers, doubles and halves and pairs of numbers to make a given total.  

 

In addition to this, we will also delve into statistics. We will develop the children’s 
knowledge and understanding of how to interpret and use tally charts, pictograms and 
block graphs. Year 3’s will also learn how to draw, label and read bar charts. Including 
using these to answer questions generated by themselves.  

 

In addition to this, we will be finding out about 3D shapes and their properties and 
investigating angles.  

 

We will also continue to build our knowledge and understanding of telling the time, 
reading the time to the hour, half past, quarter to and quarter past the hour. Year 3 will 
also begin to tell and write the time from a range of clocks, including using Roman 
numerals.  I to XII, and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks   

 

 



Topic    
As mentioned previously, this term we will be starting a new topic: Full Steam Ahead.  

We will begin the topic by identifying and classifying different modes of transport, 
discussing how they work, their importance and exploring similarities and differences. 

 

We will then move on to look at how transport has changed and will continue to change 
over time and give suggestions and reasons why. We will write a diary in the role of a time 
traveller and then design a vehicle for the future.  

This work then leads on to looking at the earliest railways and locomotives, where the 
children will find out about the first trains and railways and look at timelines of key events 
in rail travel.  We will continue this learning to find out about the wonder of steam 
locomotives and how they developed and changed over time.  

 

This then leads on to finding out about significant historical people who played a major 
role in the railways and associated inventions. We will find out about George Stephenson 
and Isambard Kingdom Brunel, just to name a few. 



Science     

This term in science, we are going to focus on properties of materials. We 
will explore a range of materials through investigations. We will 
identify materials that can be changed by actions (squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching) and link these actions with the properties of the 
materials and how they are used in real life. 



Art, D&T and RE  
PE- In PE, we will build our skills and techniques in football and on Wednesdays we 
will continue to work with the sports coach. We will focus on dribbling, passing, 
shooting, turning and then apply our skills to a game. There are lots of different 
ways you can continue to keep active at home. Some examples are workouts with 
Joe Wicks on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 9am, dance YouTube videos, 
doing circuit activities, or going for a walk. 

Music- In Music, we will be making use of our school subscription to Charanga. 
Logins and passwords will be sent home for the children learning at home to access 
this. We will learn the song ‘Three little birds’ and learn to sing, play instruments 
along with and listen and appraise other Reggae songs. 

PSHE-  We will continue to have class discussions, catch-up sessions and class 
assemblies where we will encourage the chidlren to talk about their wellbeing and 
mindfulness. In addition, we will learn about what makes a good friend and how 
we can be a good friend to others. 

Art- In art we will look at Pop Art (Andy Warhol) and use this style to recreate 
pictures of trains and bridges. In addition, we will continue to develop and improve 
our sketching skills, drawing trains and bridges, also including, a task where we will 
be sketching a train for the future.  



 

Please do not hesitate to contact us throughout this term as we 
are always here to support you. This can be done through the 
school telephone or email, alternatively, if there are any questions 
about the home learning, please contact us via the class email, 
leopards@bratton.wilts.sch.uk   

 

Keep positive and remember to keep working hard at home! We 
cannot wait to have you all back in class soon! 

 

Kind regards, 
Mrs. Sealy, Miss McMillan, Mrs. Walford and Mrs. Wild 

 


