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Dear Parents, 
  
Welcome back to 2018. Reflecting on last term, the children have made a good start to Year 2 and we 
are looking forward to seeing this continue. They are showing increased focus upon their learning and 
many of them are continuing the development of their growth mindset. The children are responding 
positively to the level of challenge and expectations that they are being set and are taking more 
ownership of their learning. 

 
This term we will be thinking about how to make all of our learning time count by considering our 
learning approaches to tasks. We will continue to identify our own strengths and look at how we can 
improve our own learning as we encourage deep learning through challenge for all, making the 
children grapple with tasks.  
 
We will continue to work with our thinking journals, building upon last terms work aiding recall and 
reflection. The children have already used them to note ways to remember key facts in maths and 
have created mind maps around concepts in other subjects.  
 
Our learning in term 3 will be driven by the topic All Around the World. We will be learning facts about 
continents and oceans in Geography, enjoying stories about journeys, writing information texts and 
studying art from different cultures. In addition to this we will be learning about South America, 
studying evidence and comparing life there to here. 

 
In English, the children will be writing information texts about South America, writing exciting 
descriptions of the rainforests and other geographical features. They will use their learning in 
Geography to support their writing. In our grammar, punctuation and vocabulary lessons we will be 
learning about prefixes and suffixes to support our spelling work. We will be continuing to work on 
conjunctions, nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs and looking at types of sentences. We will also be 
revising key GHaSP concepts from across the Year 2 curriculum. 
 
In our Maths number work this term we will be recapping on our mental subtraction e.g. subtracting a 
two-digit number from another two-digit number when there is no regrouping required e.g. 74 − 33. 
We will be investigating the inverse relationships between addition and subtraction and use this to 
check calculations and work out missing number problems (e.g. ∆ − 14 = 28). We will continue to recall 
and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables to solve simple 
problems, demonstrating an understanding of commutativity as necessary (e.g. knowing they can 
make 7 groups of 5 from 35 blocks and writing 35 ÷ 5 = 7 and 35÷7=5; sharing 40 cherries between 10 
people and writing 40 ÷ 10 = 4. This term we will also be looking at fractions of numbers and 
equivalent fractions. 
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In Science we will be looking at plants and how they grow, studying their life cycle and 

conducting an experiment to help us learn about the water cycle. We will develop our scientific skills 
by:   

 Setting up simple practical enquiries to carry out comparative and fair tests.  

 Identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes.  

 Asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them.  

 Identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments. 
 
In our Geography lessons the children will learn to compare our local area to a non-European country 
or continent (South America), using basic vocabulary to describe an area. They will describe and 
understand how the rivers and climate dictate lifestyle (focusing on the Amazon). We will also locate 
some of the world’s countries, continents and oceans around the world. 

 
In RE lessons we will be engaging with some key questions to promote our personal and spiritual 
development. Our study will include discovering what different people think God is like, researching 
what makes some books sacred, considering why people follow the leadership of Muhammad, Guru 
Nanak and Jesus and focusing on the idea of life being a journey. 
 
The children will continue to be taught PE every Wednesday by Miss Wozniak and this term will focus 
upon hockey. On a Friday, in class PE, the children will be doing gymnastics. They will learn about 
different jumps, rolls and balances and try out their own routines. They will consider how to improve 
their moves and routines by using a video analysis. As a reminder, can we please ensure that your 
child’s PE kit still fits them and that they feel comfortable to bend and stretch when wearing it. Please 
also ensure that your child has a complete and correct PE kit with them in school every day and as the 
weather turns, please also include a fleece and/or tracksuit.  
 
We continue to foster a love of reading with all of the children and encourage them to read regularly, 
not just because they have been told to as reading should be seen as separate to a homework task. 
Please continue to focus upon your child’s understanding of what they have read. I encourage you to 
fill in the reading record at least three times per week and to discuss your child’s reading on a regular 
basis, both reading with you and to you, as well as independently. If you are looking for reading books 
for your child this site provides short lists and reviews of books and may be a good starting point: 
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/ and please also refer to the reading leaflet, given out at parents 
evening, available on the school website. 
 
I am currently writing mid-term reports, however, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Regards, 
 
Mr Neil Towers and Mrs Sam Midgley 
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