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Dear parents and families,  

 

Welcome back to term 4. For this term, we will be continuing our topic of the Polar Regions, due to the 

vast scope of the topic and there being so much more to explore! The children have shown great 

enthusiasm towards the topic thus far and have arrived back with an eagerness to get stuck in and further 

their knowledge and understanding. 

 

In maths this term, the children will start by learning about geometry and the properties of shapes.  The 

children will describe the properties of 2d and 3d shapes, using mathematical language, such as: vertices, 

faces, edges and lines of symmetry, before sorting shapes based on their properties, using Venn diagrams. 

We will then move on to learning about  position, direction and movement, where the children will 

sequence mathematical objects in patterns and use language to describe turns (right angle turn, rotation 

etc.) Following this, we will begin to learn about measurement. First, they will learn about time, by being 

able to tell and write the time to five minutes intervals, including quarter past/to the hour and draw the 

hands on a clock face to show these times. They will then compare and sequence intervals of time. The 

children need to know the number of minutes in an hour, the number of hours in a day, and the number of 

days in a week. They will use this knowledge to solve problems, such as how many days are there in 5 

weeks?  Time has been known to be a tricky concept for children to understand, and we would ask you to 

support them with this, by encouraging them to tell the time lots when they are at home and asking them 

questions similar to the one mentioned previously. After learning about time, we will move on to other 

units of measure, including being able to choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and 

measure length/height in any direction (m/cm); mass (kg/g); temperature (°C); capacity (litres/ml) all to the 

nearest appropriate unit, using rulers, scales, thermometers and other measuring vessels. We will also 

compare and order lengths, mass, volume/capacity and record the results using the greater and less than 

symbols. Again, we would ask you to support your children with this at home, by encouraging them to 

measure for you when you are cooking, for example. This will also help them to be able to accurately read 

different scales. Please continue to practise the times tables with your children at home, as well as the 

number pairs to 20 and 100 (12 +8 = 20, 30 + 70 = 100).  

 

In English lessons, the children will be learning about a variety of different genres through our topic of the 

Polar Regions. This term it will be: newspaper writing, letter writing and recounts. First, we will 

understand the purpose and features of newspaper reports by looking at examples, before understanding 

what facts and opinions are. We will then learn how to write a catchy headline using alliteration and the 

introduction of a newspaper using the 5Ws. The children will then write newspaper articles about the 

escape of a Polar animal and the race to the South Pole. Next, we will move on to letter writing. After 

recapping the features and layout of letters, we will look at letters written by the explorer in the book ‘The 

Last Polar Bears’ and letters by Robert Falcon Scott, on his Polar expedition. The children will write letters 

pretending to be Scott, writing to his family during his expedition to the South Pole. Finally, we will move 

on to recounts. Again, we will start by recapping the features of a recount and then use time conjunction to 

link events together when writing. Next, we will look at how to portray emotion using adjectives and 

adverbs in a recount. Our Big Write will be to write a recount, from Scott’s point of view, after a day 

exploring the Antarctic and trying to reach the South Pole.  Through these genres they will develop their 

writing skills, but also their GHaSP (grammar, handwriting, spelling, punctuation) skills.  As a school, we 

continue to use the website Letter Join, to develop cursive handwriting. The children can also access this 
at home so please continue to encourage them to do so. The children need to focus on making sure they use 
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the correct size of capital letters compared to lower case letters and that they are joining the letters r, o, w, 

v, p and f correctly.  

  

This term we will have two class books, based on our topic, the Polar Regions. ‘The Last Polar Bears’ by 

Harry Horse and ‘The Penguin who Wanted to Find Out’ by Jill Tomlinson. These will be read to the 

children before home time and the children themselves will continue to have the opportunity to read these 

to the class too, encouraging reading aloud and reading with expression. These will also be read during 

English lessons, when linking to our writing genres. Guided reading will take place 3 times a week and 

will continue to follow the carousel structure with children rotating the skills they are developing.  Thank 

you for your support so far with reading, please continue to read with your child once a day and write in 
their reading records. The children can also write in their reading records themselves, to document the 

occasions they are reading to themselves.  The reading records are still being checked on a Monday. The 

children's reading will be re-assessed during this term, before Easter.  

 

Our topic will focus more on the historical side of the Polar Regions this term, concentrating on the Polar 

explorations, specifically Robert Falcon Scott. We will learn facts about Scott’s life and his team, look at 

artefacts found from his expedition and then plan an expedition of our own. We will also be looking at 

Inuits and how they make the Polar Region their home.  Lastly, we will discuss climate change, pollution 

and the impact on the icecaps. We will conduct a pollution walk of the local area and think about what we 

can do on a smaller scale to reduce pollution in our own environment, also linking with the School 

council’s project of reducing the use of single use plastics.  

 

In science, our topic will be, ‘Uses of Everyday Materials’, also linking with our Polar Regions topic. We 

will name different materials and their properties and then find out what different materials are used for 

and why their properties make them suitable for different uses. Following this, we will be thinking about 

what materials will be useful on a Polar expedition. We will conduct an experiment to find out which 

materials work best to insulate a cup of water and test different materials on how waterproof they are. 

Next, we will think about how some solids can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting or melting 

them. For art this term, we will be studying the Brazilian artist, Romero Britto. We will learn about his life 

and study his artwork, expressing our opinions. We will then build up to replicating his art by using colour, 

lines, patterns and our imaginations.  In RE this term, the children will be learning about Christianity and 

the Easter story. They will retell the story and think about and offer their opinion on whether Jesus’s 

resurrection was true. We will also learn about different symbols of Easter and what they represent.  

 

PE will continue to take place on a Wednesday and a Friday. Please make sure your children have their 

correct PE kits with them on these days. Please ensure this includes tracksuit bottoms and a warm top. 
This term, PE will be fitness/athletics with Miss Wozniak and will be invasion games again with myself.   

 

Big write will continue to take place every other Friday, with the first Big Write of the term taking place 

on Friday 8
th

 March. Talk homework will be given out on a Thursday. The talk homework will not take 

much time and the children will not be expected to write anything down (although if your child would like 

to write notes, they can).  

 

Homework will continue to be given out on a Thursday and will be due in the following Tuesday. The 

homework tasks will build on and consolidate an aspect of learning that your child has completed 

throughout the week or act as revision. Your child should spend about 20 minutes on a homework task and 
no more. I am more than happy to work with the children, on their homework, during school time if they 

are finding something tricky. In addition to this, please also continue to practise handwriting, spelling and 

times tables little and often.    
 

We look forward to the term ahead. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Regards, 

 

Mrs. Hannah Stewart, Mrs. Lisa Smith 

Leopard Class team.  

 


