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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We would like to welcome you all to Leopard class and we hope that you have had an enjoyable 

summer break! We have enjoyed welcoming the children to their new class and getting to know 

more about each of them. This year the children will be taught by Mrs. Denham on a Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday and by Mrs. Sealy on a Thursday and Friday. Mrs.L Smith will support the 

children as the class teaching assistant throughout the whole week and Mrs. Wild will also be 

working alongside the class in her role as a 1:1 teaching assistant. 

We begin this year with our topic ‘Intrepid Explorers’. Throughout this term the children will be 

learning more about the first moon landing; a fitting topic as this year is the 50th anniversary of the 

first moon landing.  The children engaged well with the space topic in Reception and we will build 

upon their skills and interest in this area by exploring the work of Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong 

during the Apollo 11 mission by asking and answering questions such as ‘who was the first man on 

the moon?’, ‘why was the moon landing so significant?’, ‘what was it like to go to the moon?’  

Therefore, if you have any family memorabilia or memories of the event to share, we would love to 

hear from you. 

We will also use this topic as a stimulus for writing across the term. The children will write for a 

range of purposes including narrative writing (stories), diary entries, newspaper reports and letters. 

The children will engage with the texts ‘Toys in Space’ and ‘Man on the Moon’ to inspire their 

writing.  They will write newspaper reports about the first moon landing, write diary entries in role 

and create descriptive poems, using metaphors about the moon. 

We are excited to be introducing a role play area to the classroom as ‘writing floats on a sea of 

talking’. The children will have the opportunity to use this area as part of our guided reading rotation 

of activities. To start the term, the role play area will be a moon laboratory. The children will be 

encouraged to explore and analyse the objects bought back from the moon and record their 

observations in writing. This will then support their writing across the term. We look forward to 

seeing the area develop and sharing it with the children as a learning opportunity. 

In addition to daily English lessons, the children will engage in daily phonic/ spelling sessions. Initially 

we will revisit phase 5 of Letters and Sounds with the children, before moving on to explore more 

sounds and letter patterns. During this term the children will transition to using the whole school 

spelling scheme ‘No-Nonsense Spelling’. The children will also develop their knowledge and skills in 

grammar, handwriting and spelling sessions (GHaSP), which this term will focus upon the correct use 

of full stops, as well as introducing exclamation and question marks. They will also learn more about 

nouns and create expanded noun phrases to add detail to their writing. In addition to this the 

children will learn to use subordinating and co-coordinating conjunctions, such as when, if, because, 

but, and or. These skills will then be integrated within daily English lessons. 
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Reading plays a crucial role in the children’s education in supporting the development of their 

comprehension, imagination and writing skills. With this in mind, we will read frequently to the 

children and hear them read in a group and individually. Each child will bring home a reading book 

appropriate to their reading level, which will enable them to practise and apply their phonic skills as 

well as developing their intonation and expression. Each child will also bring home a book a little 

beyond their current reading level; this is to support the development of their comprehension skills. 

We will ask you to support your child by reading this to your child and discussing the story and 

characters and making predictions about what will happen next, developing and expanding their 

reading experiences.  We encourage the children to read to you and be read to daily. The children 

have a reading journal each, which you can use to record the conversations that you have around 

the books they are reading or to note any areas of difficulty. We will discuss the use of reading 

journals in more detail during the class meeting. 

We will begin Year 2 Maths by building on place value and calculation skills. We will ensure that the 

children understand the value of digits in numbers with two digits. The children will also work on 

comparing and ordering numbers and counting in steps of 2, 5 and 10. Once the children have 

secured their place value skills we will begin applying this knowledge to addition and subtraction. 

The children will use concrete objects, before moving on to learning different methods for adding 

single digit numbers, single digit to two digit numbers and then two digit to two digit. They will also 

learn that addition calculations can be carried out in any order. The children will have lots of 

opportunities to practise these skills and apply them in different contexts.  

Our science focus this term will be ‘Properties of Materials’. The children will learn more about the 

different materials around them and why they are fit for purpose, they will explore how one 

material can be used for many purposes, as well as investigating the suitability of materials for 

particular purposes.  

In our computing lessons, the children will begin to learn the basics of coding. We will use the ‘code 

for life’ website to explore how to join coding blocks to instruct a vehicle to move around a city. If 

you would like to try this at home with your child, it can be accessed free of charge here: 

https://www.codeforlife.education/rapidrouter/ 

PE lessons will take place twice a week. On a Wednesday, with our sports coach Miss Wozniak, who 

will work on developing the children’s skills in Football. On Fridays, Mrs Sealy will lead the PE 

session, which this term will focus upon dance. The children will work in small groups, and as a class, 

to develop movements linked to our space topic using the song ‘Space Oddity’ by David Bowie. 

Please ensure that your child has a full PE kit in school on these days. As we progress into the cooler 

autumn months, please also ensure that your child has a long sleeved top and jogging bottoms in 

their PE bag.  

In RE the children will explore the question ‘Is it possible to be kind to everyone all of the time?’ 

Throughout the term the children will listen to stories of kindness from the Christian religion and 

discuss the actions of different characters to enable them to reflect upon the question.  

In Art, the children will learn about different watercolour and pastel techniques in a series of skills 

focussed lessons. They will then apply these skills to create individual pieces and a group piece 

inspired by Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’. We kindly ask that you provide a painting overall for your child 

to keep in school. This could be a plastic painting apron or equally an old, oversized shirt works just 

as well. Please send this to school with your child, ensuring that their name is clearly marked in it. 
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As a whole school, we will continue to focus upon developing the children’s growth mindset. In this 

first term, Leopard class will focus predominantly upon resourcefulness and resilience. We want to 

support the children to embrace new challenges and provide them with strategies when they find 

that they are ‘stuck’. In developing their resourcefulness we hope to also develop their 

independence, by helping the children to recognise and use resources other than adults when they 

are ‘stuck’ such as previous work in their books, displays and working walls in the room, their peers, 

and the other resources in the room, before seeking adult help.  

Home learning is designed to extend or consolidate the learning that has taken place in the 

classroom. We will set a home learning task each Thursday to be returned the following Tuesday. 

The task should take no longer than twenty minutes and we would suggest that if it is taking longer 

that you take a break and speak to us the following day, as it may be that we need to re-teach the 

concept or provide your child with some extra support. We don’t want home learning to be a source 

of stress or arguments, but to be an opportunity for you and your child to work together and share 

the learning journey.  

The children will continue to receive fruit as a snack daily. Please also ensure that your child has a 

refillable water bottle with them each day.  

We hope that this letter provides you with useful information about your child’s learning this term. 

We look forward to discussing this in more detail at the class meeting on Monday 23rd September. 

This will also give us the opportunity to meet you, answer any of your questions and to discuss any 

other information that you wish to raise. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to make an 

appointment to meet one of us if there is anything you wish to ask or discuss n more detail. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mrs Maria Denham, Mrs Amy Sealy, Mrs Lisa Smith and Mrs Alex Wild 

Leopard Class Team 

 


