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Dear parents and families,  

 

We hope you have had a fun filled Easter and have all relaxed, recharged and even eaten lots of chocolate! 

Welcome back to a busy term 5 in Leopard Class. For this term, our topic will be based around flying and 

the first aeroplane flight, as an event being beyond living memory, which is also significant nationally and 

globally. Term 5 will also be a busy term as we lead up to and complete the SATS tests in the week 

commencing the 20
th
 May.  

 

In maths this term, the children will be revisiting different areas and skills they have studied previously, to 

act as practise and revision. We will start by recapping measurement, by looking at scales for weight, 

capacity, length and temperature. We will then read and find missing measurements on different scales. 

Following this, the children will be able to choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and 

measure length/height in any direction (m/cm); mass (kg/g); temperature (°C); capacity (litres/ml) all to the 

nearest appropriate unit. We will then move on to recapping different methods for addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division, including: the expanded method, number lines, arrays and by sharing. We will 

use these methods to solve one step and two step word problems. After this, we will be practising solving 

missing number problems, before lastly moving onto fractions. We will recognise, find, name and write 

fractions ¼, ⅓, ½ and ¾ of a length, shape, set of objects or quantity and recognise simple equivalence, 

e.g. 1/2 = 2/4. Please also continue to practise times tables with your children at home, as well as the 
number pairs to 20 and 100 (12 +8 = 20, 30 + 70 = 100). Please also continue to work through the 

revision pack sent home as support for your child until SATs are completed. 

 

In English lessons, the genres the children will be learning about this term will be myths and poetry. First, 

we will learn the Greek myth of Icarus, to link with our topic of flight. We will learn the story off by heart, 

by using actions and pictures to retell it. We will then hot seat different characters from the story. 

Following this, we will be changing certain aspects of the myth, such as the characters and the invention, 

before re-writing our own version. Next, we will move on to poetry. The children will learn about 

onomatopoeia and how this is used in poetry. We will then discuss poetry that contains onomatopoeia and 

write our own onomatopoeia poems about school and flight. Through these genres they will develop their 

writing skills, but also their GHaSP (grammar, handwriting, spelling, punctuation) skills. We will also be 

covering different GHaSP skills in separate GHaSP lessons and during guided reading activities.  As a 
school, we continue to use the website Letter Join, to develop cursive handwriting. The children can also 

access this at home so please continue to encourage them to do so.  
  

This term we will start a new class book, ‘Varjak Paw’, by SF Said. This will be read to the children before 

home time and the children themselves will continue to have the opportunity to read these to the class too, 

encouraging reading aloud and reading with expression. Guided reading will take place weekly and will 

continue to follow the carousel structure with children rotating the skills they are developing.  Thank you 
for your support so far with reading, please continue to read with your child once a day and write in their 

reading records. The children can also write in their reading records themselves, to document the 

occasions they are reading independently.  The reading records are still being checked on a Monday. The 

children's reading has recently been reassessed and they all know their new levels, including their 

challenge levels.   

 

Our topic this term is ‘The History of Flight’. We will start by looking at a timeline of aviation history in 

relation to now. We will then investigate the reasons why people wanted to fly and learn about the first hot 

air balloon, created by the Montgolfier brothers. This will lead to learning about the Wright brothers and 
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the first powered, sustained and controlled airplane flight. We will understand how aeroplanes have 

changed over the years, leading up to modern aeroplanes and even space travel. Lastly we will discuss the 

advantages and disadvantages of aeroplanes compared to different methods of transport. We will also use 

this topic to discuss the 4rs: resilience, reciprocity, resourcefulness and reflectiveness and how these 

attributes would have contributed to these moments in history.  

 

In science, our topic continues to be, ‘Uses of Everyday Materials’. We will find out what different 

materials are used for and why their properties make them suitable for different applications. Following 

this, we will be investigating different materials to find out the best waterproof material and which 

materials are absorbent. Next, we will think about how some solids can be changed by squashing, bending, 

twisting or melting them. For art this term, we will be making paper Mache hot air balloons and designing 

our own flying machines. In computing this term, the children will be creating a poster on Microsoft 

publisher to advertise their new invention and they will practise using the internet to research and find facts 

safely.  

 

PE will continue to take place on a Wednesday and a Friday. Please make sure your children have their 

correct PE kits with them on these days. Please ensure this includes spare socks if the children are 

wearing school tights and suitable trainers. This term, PE will be cricket with Miss Wozniak and will be 

football with myself.   

 

Big write will continue to take place every other Friday, with the first Big Write of the term taking place 

on Friday 3
rd

 May. Talk homework will be given out on a Thursday. Homework will continue to be given 

out on a Thursday and will be due in the following Tuesday. The homework tasks will build on and 

consolidate an aspect of learning that your child has completed throughout the week or act as revision. 

Your child should spend about 20 minutes on a homework task and no more. I am more than happy to 
work with the children, on their homework, during school time if they are finding something tricky. In 

addition to this, please also continue to practise handwriting, spelling and times tables little and often.    

 

We look forward to the short but busy term ahead. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me.  

 

Regards, 

 

Mrs. Hannah Stewart, Mrs. Lisa Smith 

Leopard Class team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


