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BRATTON  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 
 Learn - Have Fun – Succeed  
Headteacher: Mr.Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire,  BA13 4RL 

 
Welcome back to term 2. Last term the children made a good start to the year and I look forward to 
seeing this continue. They are focused upon their learning and many of them are showing the 
development of a growth mindset. This week we will be writing a review of their learning and I look 
forward to sharing this with you and discussing your child’s skill developments at parents’ evening 
in the coming weeks.  
 
The children are responding positively to the level of challenge and expectations that they are set 
and are increasingly taking more ownership of their learning.  We will continue to work on this 
positive learning attitude throughout the year to prepare all of the children for the next stage of 
their education.  
 
Our Topic for this term is Inventors. We will look at the lives of many famous inventors, starting 
with Archimedes and Leonardo Da Vinci.  The children will use a variety of sources of information 
to compare the lives of inventors, learning about the legacy they have left us and the impact of their 
inventions on Britain and the world today. As we approach Christmas, the children will investigate 
Traditional Christmas tales from around the world, as well as preparing for the Christmas play, 
carol service and other festive events.  
 
In English, the children will study the work of Quentin Blake. We will focus on ‘Mrs Armitage on 
Wheels,’ looking at Quentin Blakes style, the books structure and his use of speech sentences. We 
will then be writing our own story, creating an inventor, pet, and invention. We will cover a weeks 
worth of work on instructions to support our DT project, before moving onto Information Texts. We 
will be focusing on note taking, instructional writing, the use of verbs, statements, facts, and editing 
and improving our work. Finally, we shall be reading and writing Traditional Christmas tales from 
around the world. 
 
In Maths this term, the children will initially consolidate some of the skills from last term, including 
the written methods of addition and subtraction. They will improve their understanding of place 
value, ordering numbers and reading and writing numbers through our lesson starters. The focus 
will then move to fractions, including: recognising, finding, naming and writing fractions ¼, ⅓, ½ 
and ¾ of a length, shape, set of objects or quantity, writing simple fractions, for example, ½ of 6 = 3 
and recognising simple equivalence, e.g. 1/2 = 2/4. It is vital that the children have secure, rapid 
recall of times tables, as they will find learning about fractions difficult without this. We can see the 
work the children have put in and many children are showing improvement with their recall, as we 
do practice frequently at school, but please continue to support your child with this target at home. 
 
Our Science topic this term is Classifying Materials and their uses. The children will learn to identify 
and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, 
brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses, also finding out how the shapes of solid objects 
made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. We will 
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also be comparing and grouping together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of whether 
they are attracted to a magnet, and identifying some magnetic materials and describing magnets as 
having two poles. 

 
In ICT the children will continue to work on using Microsoft Word, learning to type, save and 
retrieve a document and cut and paste. We will be using ICT to support our history and English 
work this term, learning to research using the internet and cut and paste information and pictures. 
As we are using the internet we will also cover how to keep ourselves safe online.  
 
In D.T., the children will be conducting product analysis, designing, creating and evaluating musical 
instruments. We will then be playing our new instruments in class, as part of our music work.  
 
The children will continue to be taught PE every Wednesday by Miss Wozniak. This term will focus 
upon working together to solve outdoor challenges. On a Friday, the children will develop their 
gymnastic skills, as we work on flexibility, strength and control, using individual and paired 
balances to create gymnastic sequences.  
 
Thank you for your on-going support with your child’s home learning. We hope that you can see 
that it is consolidating the skills that are taught at school, providing the children with another 
opportunity to practice and discuss these. It also provides another assessment opportunity for us, 
as we are able to see how embedded their skills are.  
 
Reading is set weekly as homework. However, we aim to foster a love of reading with all of the 
children and encourage them to read regularly, not just because they have been told to! The reading 
records provide an opportunity for me to see what you are working on at home, focusing on the 
child’s understanding of what they have read. We continue to encourage you to fill in the record 
three times per week and to discuss their reading with you.  
 
We look forward to another engaging term of learning and to having the opportunity to discuss 
your child’s development with you. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
Mr. Neil Towers & Miss. Hannah Kennelly 
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