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Dear parents and carers, 

Welcome back! I hope you have had a good half term. The children have come back to 

school excited, enthused and ready for the busy term ahead. 

We will be continuing to dig deeper into our topic of “Groovy Greeks.” The next few weeks 

will give us an opportunity to explore some battles that took place between Greece and rival 

expanding empires. We will also have space to create some Greek inspired art by designing 

and moulding Greek clay vases. Towards the end of term our art focus will turn to Christmas 

and designing and creating a Christmas themed object that we will sell at the Christmas 

Market, as well as creating displays for the hall. 

In maths we will begin the half term by delving into multiplication and division. We will 

begin by looking at what happens in place value as we multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 

1000, before moving onto formal multiplication and division methods and solving real life 

problems. We will then begin our work on fractions; comparing and ordering fractions, 

adding and subtracting fractions, finding equivalent fractions and multiplying fractions. I will 

be encouraging the children to continue to work on their mental recall of times tables, 

especially as this will support their work of multiplying and dividing larger numbers.  

In English we will begin looking at stories that contain a flashback. We will then attempt to 

create our own story with a flashback. Grammar will be taught as part of our English topic 

and we will focus on the shift between past progressive tenses and past perfect tenses in 

order to create a smooth transition in our flashback writing. A high emphasis will continue 

to be placed on writing this year, including presentation, spelling and handwriting. In 

addition to the on-going teaching undertaken in class, the children will be sent home with 

weekly spellings from the year 5/6 spelling lists on a Monday and will be expected to have 

learnt them by their spelling test, which will take place every Friday.   

In reading, the children will be continuing to develop a range of skills, using a variety of 

texts. We want all children to have a passion for reading, which we will continue to 

encourage through the use of comprehension questions that develop their understanding. 

Other activities included in reading lessons are: spelling, summarising, asking questions 

related to a text and identifying themes across a variety of books. We encourage the 

children to read 5 times a week – preferably with an adult, in order that comprehension can 
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be checked – but we are aware the children will also like time to read independently. To 

encourage this reading at home we have a reading challenge set up in class. If the children 

read in the evening and their reading journal is signed, they can move their name up on our 

class display. Any child at the top of the display by Friday receives a reward.  

In computing this half term we will be looking developing computer games. In this unit we 

will be using Scratch to build and edit algorithms for simple games. The unit is designed to 

help children develop their skills in writing their own algorithms as well as editing and 

debugging existing codes. 

PE this year will continue to be taught by our PE coaches, on a Wednesday, and myself on 

Friday afternoon. In PE sessions the children will be outside as much as possible, whilst the 

weather is still pleasant. On Friday’s PE session we will be inside developing our gymnastics 

skills. This will allow the children to develop their co-ordination, balance and ability to work 

in a team. In their Wednesday PE session the children will continue to develop their football 

skills. On this note, can I please ask that all children have the appropriate PE kit i.e. correct 

sized clothing but also warmer items in case of colder weather for outdoor PE. 

Homework will continue this year and be sent out on a Thursday to be collected in on the 

following Monday. Homework will be a continuation and consolidation of skills taught that 

week in Maths or English. Homework should be completed independently and should take 

no more than 20 minutes. Big write will continue to take place every other Friday, which in 

turn means that talk homework will be given to the children to complete on that Thursday 

evening.  

If you have any queries or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or catch me on 

the playground at the beginning or end of the school day and I am always available for more 

detailed discussions by appointment. Many thanks for your continued support. 

Miss Barber and Mrs Jeffrey 


