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Dear Parents and families,  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I am Miss Dixon and I am the new teacher for year 5 and 

6. I hope you all had a lovely summer holiday with your children and are looking forward to an exciting year ahead 

of us at Bratton Primary School. The children have all returned to school with a very positive attitude towards 

learning. This has shown that the children are continuing to develop their growth mindset, which we plan to build 

on and improve further as the year progresses.  

 

So far the children have been responding well to challenges set for them, with all children aiming to push 

themselves to succeed. Throughout the year, the children will continue to develop their understanding and skills to 

ensure they are successful in their learning. Equally important will be the focus upon becoming more independent 

and taking greater ownership of their own learning, through self-evaluation and open dialogue between children 

and adults about future goals. This constructive feedback and openness to challenge are key to establishing robust 

learning. 

 

In maths this term, the children will begin by consolidating and extending their skills in number and place value, as 

this builds the foundation for many other areas of mathematics. We will then work on developing mental strategies 

and written methods for addition, subtraction and multiplication. The children will be given opportunity to apply 

and deepen their understanding through a variety of problem solving tasks.  

 

In English lessons the children will be developing their writing skills through a variety of genres, including: poetry, 

non-chronological reports, diary entries and narrative writing. Throughout this process, the children will have 

opportunities to improve their GHASP (grammar, handwriting, spelling, punctuation) in stand-alone lessons and 

through application in daily writing activities across the curriculum. This terms focus will be upon ensuring that 

the children understand different word classes and can expand their use of connectives and fronted adverbials to 

extend and link sentences with accurate punctuation. The expectations for improvement in writing are rightly high 

and the children’s growth mindset will be key as they will be asked to edit and improve their work, as well as their 

peers. It’s important for them to see constructive criticism and feedback as an opportunity to improve and there 

will be specific time built into each week to develop these skills.  

 

A focus this year at Bratton Primary School is on reading. Children can often read very fluently but have areas of 

comprehension skills that need development, for example being less able to discuss and explain what they have 

read. On the other hand, some children can understand a books meaning, but presently struggle to read it fluently. 

We will therefore be working on rounding off these skill sets. The children will be encouraged to read at home 

daily and given opportunity to discuss their reading frequently. Within school children will be taught specific 

comprehension skills and will frequently engage with a variety of high quality texts in order to apply these skills. 

Reading records will be checked on a regular basis and children will read with an adult at school individually and 

within small groups to answer questions such as: What have you found out about the character? What figurative 

language does the author use in this book to engage the reader? What impact does this particular structure have on 

the way in which the book is read? What’s the hidden meaning in this book? How did you know? What’s your 

opinion on…Etc.  

 

During this first term the children will study ‘Mayan civilisation’ with the focus being upon the development of 

history skills. Throughout this topic, the children will be learning about where the Mayans lived, what their 

clothing was like and what their lifestyle consisted of through the study of a variety of sources.  
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They will present their findings in a variety of ways to develop their use of historical language. They will also 

make comparisons and look at the difference between life today and during the Mayan period. The topic also will 

be used as a vehicle to deliver other aspects of the curriculum, such as providing the context for non-chronological 

reports and narrative writing in English and linking place value work in Maths to the Mayan number system.  

 

Science this term will be based upon evolution and inheritance. The children will be looking at how humans have 

developed over time, and how genes are passed on through families, causing inherited traits. The children will have 

the opportunity to research Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution and use this research to report their finding and 

state their opinions of his theory, with justifications.   

 

In RE this term the children will be learning about ‘The journey of life and death.’ The children will have the 

opportunity to ask questions and suggest answers to the question “What happens when we die?” in the context of 

religious and non-religious beliefs, as well as express their own beliefs about life after death,  reflecting on ideas 

from a variety of religions. This will also be linked to the Mayans, as through history lessons we explore Mayan 

views of the afterlife.  

 

This term in ICT, the children will be learning to use a range of devices to research Mayan culture and influences. 

This will involve the children developing their understanding of how search engines work and how to ensure that 

they receive relevant results through inputting careful search terms. The children will be producing presentations 

and fact files to develop their skills and knowledge of the use of a variety of features of presentation programmes.  

 

This year there is a change to the teaching of PE. Previously Miss Wozniak taught the class during the teacher's 

planning and assessment time, however this year teachers will work alongside Miss Wozniak in order to improve 

their skills in the area. This will include elements of team teaching. I am personally looking forward to these 

sessions, as PE is a passion of mine and I have previously undertaken sports coach training. PE will continue to be 

taught on a Wednesday with Miss Wozniak and myself and this term will focus upon developing tag rugby skills. 

There will be a tag rugby tournament later in the term and I hope to see lots of children engaging with this by 

volunteering to represent the school. On Thursdays, the children will have swimming lessons at Westbury pool, as 

detailed in a previous letter. On this note, can I please ask that all children have the appropriate PE kit e.g. suitable 

swimwear for swimming lessons and correct sized clothing/shoes for tag rugby. 

 

Another change this year is big write. They will now take place on Fridays, which in turn means that talk 

homework will now be given to the children to complete on Thursday. The children’s weekly homework will also 

be given out on a Thursday and expected to be returned by the following Monday, though I will provide a separate 

timetable for this shortly. 

 

I hope that you can see it is going to be a fun and engaging first term for your child, with many activities that are 

going to challenge them in their learning.  

 

I look forward to seeing you next Thursday at the class meeting. During the meeting I will discuss the topic in 

more detail, highlight key priorities for the class and talk through expectations and routines in more depth. It will 

also be a good opportunity to meet you and establish open communication, which is important for your child's 

development. There will also be time for you to ask questions. 

 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Regards, 

 

Miss Mikaela Dixon  
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