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BRATTON  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 
 Learn - Have Fun – Succeed  
 Headteacher: Mr Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire,  BA13 4RL 
 

Dear Parents and families,  

 

Welcome back to Meerkat class; I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and New Year! We have a 

short but engaging term ahead of us, with many challenging and interesting learning opportunities 

to look forward to, including SATs preparations. 

 

In Maths, the children will be moving onto measurement and Geometry. The children will 

consolidate and further their skills in converting between a range of measurements (mm, cm, m, 

km) including conversions between miles and kilometres. The learning will then progress onto 

measurement/shape, looking at perimeter, area and volume. The final two weeks of term will 

consist of investigating a range of angles, working out missing angles and looking at properties of 

a circle (radius, diameter and area). The children will continue to work on their mental maths 

skills, by completing their multiplication tasks to improve their timetables recall, as well as doing 

mini arithmetic tests in order to gradually prepare for SATs, also aiding assessment to help plan 

learning ahead.  

 

In English, the children will be learning grammar and writing techniques through a range of 

genres such as: non-chronological reports, discussion texts and playscripts. This will be linked to 

the children’s topic this term of ‘Explorers’ which will involve using a variety of devices to 

research famous explorers. The children will use this information to write non-chronological 

reports about a specific explorer and then move onto discussion texts, allowing them to show their 

debating skills to imply which explorer is the best and why. Throughout the term, the children will 

also have grammar focused lessons to ensure they are practising and furthering their knowledge in 

preparation for SATs.  

 

In Reading, the children will be continuing to learn a range of skills using a variety of texts. The 

children have a passion for reading, which we will continue to encourage through the use of 

comprehension questions that develop their understanding. Other activities included in reading 

lessons are: spelling, summarising, asking questions related to a text and identifying themes across 

a variety of books. We will be focussing more on the skills of deduction and inference in order to 

aid preparation for the higher order questions in SATs. This will be done by using an extract from 

a book, which doesn’t allow the children to get full answers, therefore asking them for their 

opinion/suggestions on what might have happened and why they think that based on what they 

have already read.  

 

In Science, the children will be learning about living things and their habitat. This links well with 

the ‘exploreres’ topic, as the children can explore what animals live in specific habitats and 

explain why. They will learn the broad groupings such as: micro-organisms, plants and animals, 

which can be subdivided further, before moving onto observations, where possible, to classify 

animals into commonly found invertebrates (such as insects, spiders, snails, worms) and 

vertebrates (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals).  
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As outlined, our topic for the next two terms will be ‘Explorers’. This is an exciting topic 

combining History, Geography and understanding different parts of the world. The children will 

be exploring rivers, space, the poles, deep sea and explorers such as Columbus, Darwin, Scott and 

Armstrong. This will lead onto the children looking at habitats and researching them further in 

order to explain questions such as; How are rivers formed? What famous rivers are there? What 

purpose do rivers have? etc.  

 

In Computing, the children will be looking at how to use and operate excel spread sheets. In 

particular, being able to enter and edit text and numbers in cells and use the SUM formula. This 

skill will then be applied further so the children can show their understanding by editing and 

calculating data, but also completing projects such as: solving problems, a party plan project and 

designing their own budget.  

 

In Art, the children will be furthering their sketching skills by drawing detailed sketches of 

animals in their habitats, focussing on texture, mark-making and proportion. We will develop 

these skills by observing or taking pictures of local habitats and transferring the sketches into 

watercolour pictures.  

 

In Music, the children are going to explore a range of instruments and use them to create music for 

each location/explorer e.g. rivers music, jungle music, sea music and space music etc. The 

children will practise working individually as well as in groups, which by the end of term 4 will be 

linked to produce a full song. The class will critique the song in order to reflect on what they like 

about it and what they can do to improve their composition.  

 

PE this year will continue to be taught by Miss Wozniak, on a Wednesday, and myself on 

Thursdays. In class sessions the children will be doing dance, which will consist of listening to 

music and improvising movements to suit that music. This will allow the children to develop their 

co-ordination, balance and timing as they will need to work individually, but also collaboratively, 

to include a range of high, middle and low positions, as well as static and dynamic movements.  

The end goal is for the children to create a piece, as a class, to a jungle/river music ‘assortment’. 

On this note, can I please ask that all children have the appropriate PE kit e.g. correct sized 

clothing but also warmer items due to colder weather for outdoor PE.  

 

Big write will continue to take place every other Friday, which in turn means that talk homework 

will be given to the children to complete on that Thursday evening. The children’s weekly 

homework will also be given out on a Thursday and expected to be returned by the following 

Monday. All children are expected to complete homework every week and to complete all tasks 

independently. Please note, this includes filling in their reading journal on a daily basis. Children 

are aware of the expectations and know that we do random reading journal checks, to ensure they 

are completing them independently and to a high standard.  

 

I hope that you can see it is going to be an exciting and engaging term for your child, with many 

activities that are going to challenge them in their learning.  

 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Regards, 

 

Miss Mikaela Dixon and Mrs Trish Jeffery  
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