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Dear Parents and families,  

 

Welcome back to Meerkat class; we hope you have had a relaxing and enjoyable Easter holiday. This term the children 

will be continuing their hard work and challenging themselves across all areas of the curriculum. In the mornings, for 

the first three weeks of the term, year 5 children will continue to be taught by Miss Kennelly and the Year 6 will 

continue to be taught by myself, in order to maximise the time we have before SATs. After year 6 have completed their 

SATs, the children will all return to being taught by myself, as a whole class.  

 

In maths this term, the year 6 children will be focusing on securing and furthering their core skills of multiplication and 

division, in particular when multiplying and dividing 4-digit numbers by 2-digit numbers. The duration of the time 

leading up to SATs will be used to focus on development areas that have been identified from the previous papers 

completed last term. These areas consist of: missing angles in various shapes, multi-step word problems, 

fractions/decimals/percentages and conversions between various units of measurement.  The children's hard work from  

the last few terms has been evident in their learning and has translated into how well they are dealing with the build-up 

for SATs.  

 

The year 5 children will consolidate their skills of multiplication and division before focusing on angles, furthering their 

knowledge of how to find missing angles using information that has been given to them.  They will then move onto 

looking at measurement, in particular, understanding the difference between metric units and common imperial units 

such as inches, pounds and pints. Within this area, the children will look at time and further their learning when solving 

problems involving units of time.  

 

For the last couple weeks of the term, the children will be focusing on shape and geometry, in particular looking at 

different shapes and creating a variety of nets. The children will progress onto using shapes to understand how they can 

be used on four quadrant grids to be reflected, translated and rotated into different positions.  

 

In English this term, the year 6 children will be focusing on development areas of GHASP (grammar, handwriting, 

spelling and punctuation) that were identified from previous SATs papers last term. This includes the use of various 

forms of punctuation, in particular how commas within a sentence can change its meaning; the use of relative clauses; 

co-coordinating and subordinating conjunctions and various different word classes (nouns, adverbs, adjectives and 

pronouns etc.).   

 

The year 5 children will be developing their writing skills through various genres, including: play scripts and short 

stories/fables. Within these genres, the children will be improving their skills of writing dialogue between characters and 

using narrative techniques to engage a reader e.g. embedded clauses and complex sentences using rich and varied 

vocabulary. When learning play scripts, the children will be identifying how they are structured and when they are used. 

A poor quality play script will be given to the children to improve, in order to show their understanding before writing 

and performing the play script they produce.  

 

For the last two weeks of the term, the class will be focusing on poetry and letter writing; this will be linked to our new 

topic of World War I. Throughout this term, the children will have opportunities to improve their GHASP in stand-alone 

lessons and through application in daily writing activities across the curriculum. This terms focus will be on ensuring 

that the children understand grammar techniques expected for their year group and to use these across all areas of work. 

The children will also have extra GHASP learning incorporated into their guided reading sessions each week. Again, it 

is important here for the children to use the school's value of reflectiveness in order to challenge other children, and 

themselves, to improve their learning.  
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As we continue our focus on reading this year, the children will continue to further their comprehension skills with more 

emphasis on inference and deduction. From analysing their work on Success Maker, I have been able to identify specific 

areas which each child needs to work on and from this we will create targeted sessions focusing on these skills. We are 

currently encouraging the children to make sure that they are selecting appropriate books in terms of challenge, but also 

ensuring that they read a variety of genres. The children are currently recording when they change their book and note 

down what new book they have selected. This allows me, as their teacher, to track the choices they have made, but also 

to see whether they need to be challenged more with their choices. Children are aware that after they finish each book 

they are expected to write a detailed book review, in their guided reading books, in order to show their comprehension 

and understanding of the book they have just completed. This term guided reading sessions will be focused on the text 

‘War Horse', in order to link with our topic of WW1. 

 

As mentioned above, our topic this term is ‘World War 1' and will be a history based area of learning. The children will 

research and understand all of the significant events during WW1 and understand how that moment in history is still 

significant today. Throughout this topic, the children will be linking their work to other areas of the curriculum, for 

example writing poems and letters in English as well as areas of reading and comprehension work. A focus for this term 

is ensuring that the children are challenging themselves in these areas of learning, as well as English, maths and reading. 

The children are aware that the learning expectations are the same throughout the day and foundation subjects should 

also result in high-quality outcomes, with the same high standards. By the end of the term, the children will be using all 

of the knowledge they have learned from this topic to produce a short film about WW1. 

 

In Science this term, the children will be learning about materials, their properties and how they can change. This will 

include experimenting with everyday materials in terms of their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity 

(electrical and thermal), and response to magnets, but also looking at reversible and irreversible changes. The children 

will be writing reports informing us on their predictions, the method they used, results and findings from the test, ending 

with a conclusion. They will be carrying out tests to answer some of the following questions: ‘Which materials would 

be the most effective for making a warm jacket, for wrapping ice cream to stop it melting, or for making blackout 

curtains?’ 

 

In art, the children will continue to work on their mark-making and sketching skills by using influential pictures from 

WW1 to shade silhouettes of soldiers. Work will include detailed and intricate sketches of horses, as well as drawing 

uniform and significant scenes. The children will use a range of media to complete these pieces of art, including the use 

of pastels, chalks and water colours.  

 

PE will continue to be taught on a Wednesday with Miss Wozniak and myself and this term will be focused on cricket. 

On Tuesdays, the children will have a PE lesson with me, focusing on coordination, agility and technical skills involved 

in tennis. This will include looking at control when using a tennis racket, forehand and backhand strokes, serving and 

general tennis rules/games. 

 

Big write will continue to take place on alternate Fridays, which in turn means that talk homework will continue to be 

given to the children to complete every other Thursday. The children's weekly homework will also be given out on a 

Thursday and is expected back the following Monday. 

 

I look forward to yet another exciting and engaging term. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

 

Regards, 

 

Miss Mikaela Dixon, Miss Hannah Kennelly and Mrs Trish Jeffery  
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