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Dear parents, 

Welcome back! We trust you had a lovely summer and feel refreshed for the new academic year. We have 

been pleased to see that Meerkats have settled straight into learning and already seem keen and enthused to 

be the best they can be.  

We are fully prepared for and excited by the opportunity of working with a mixed age class. Educational 

research carried out across the world and synthesised through meta analyses, has shown that multi age or 

mixed age classes have no negative impact on children’s learning. In the last 3 years, we have had mixed year 

5/6 classes for 2 of those 3 years and in that time we have maintained consistent rates of progress and 

attainment. To further address any concerns you may have that children may not be catered for in mixed age 

classes, the year 5 and 6 curriculum is designed to be taught over a 2 year period and the objectives for both 

year groups are the same in the core subjects, being classified as Upper Key Stage 2, making the mixture of 

these year groups simpler in terms of meeting all the children’s academic needs and extending their learning. 

We are also fortunate in the experienced adult support we have in Meerkat class, through Mrs Jeffery, 

meaning across the year we will be planning for each year group to have specific focused teaching time with 

either myself or Mrs Jeffery, when there is the need to do so.   

This term our topic is called “Groovy Greeks.” The children will explore Ancient Greek history and study how 

the geography of Greece has changed over time.  We will look at some famous Greek thinkers and the impact 

Ancient Greek culture and philosophy has had on our modern world. Our topic will also link to our art work. 

We will study ancient Greek art and shapes before using this knowledge to create an ancient Greek clay vase. 

In maths we will begin the year recapping and developing our place value skills. This area of maths underpins 

all other areas of mathematical learning and it is therefore necessary the children are securely confident with 

number place value before we move their learning onto more complex operations. We will then begin 

addition and subtraction before ending the half term with statistics. The children will also be frequently tested 

on their mental maths and recall of multiplication and division facts. We will be having a times tables test 

every Friday with the aim of improving and embedding our mental arithmetic skills. 

In English (to tie in with our topic) we will begin looking at myths and legends, firstly differentiating between 

the two and then learning the features in order for us to write our own. Grammar and punctuation will also be 

taught during English lessons and we will begin the year recapping past skills in order to ensure they are 

embedded. A high emphasis will be placed on writing this year, including presentation, spelling and 

handwriting. The children will be sent home with weekly spellings from the year 5/6 spelling lists and will be 

expected to have learnt them by their spelling test, which will take place every Friday.   
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In Reading, the children will be continuing to develop a range of skills using a variety of texts. We want all 

children to have a passion for reading, which we will continue to encourage through the use of 

comprehension questions that develop their understanding. Other activities included in reading lessons are: 

spelling, summarising, asking questions related to a text and identifying themes across a variety of books. We 

encourage the children to read 5 times a week – preferably with an adult in order that comprehension can be 

checked – but we are aware the children will also like time to read independently. To encourage this reading 

at home we have a reading challenge set up in class. If the children read in the evening and their reading 

journal is signed they can move their name up on our class display. Any child at the top of the display by 

Friday receives a reward.  

In computing this half term we will be looking at what makes a good webpage and begin to think about how 

we would design our own webpage. We will focus on layout, images, hyperlinks and how to publish our 

webpages safely online. As always, children will be reminded about the strict rules surrounding the internet 

and how to stay safe whilst they are online.  

PE this year will continue to be taught by Miss Wozniak, on a Wednesday, and myself on Friday afternoon. In 

class sessions the children will be outside as much as possible whilst the weather is still pleasant. We will 

begin the year by looking at athletics. This will allow the children to develop their co-ordination, balance and 

throwing skills. In their Wednesday PE session the children will start the year with football lessons. On this 

note, can I please ask that all children have the appropriate PE kit e.g. correct sized clothing but also warmer 

items in case of colder weather for outdoor PE. 

Year 6 will begin the year with forest school every Wednesday afternoon. During this time the year 5’s will 

have some focused teaching in class that is specific to their age related skills. 

Homework will continue this year and be sent out on a Thursday to be collected in on the following Monday. 

Homework will be a continuation and consolidation of skills taught that week in Maths or English. Homework 

should be completed independently and should take no more than 20 minutes. Big write will continue to take 

place every other Friday, which in turn means that talk homework will be given to the children to complete on 

that Thursday evening.  

In addition to this there will be an optional topic homework sent out for the whole term. The idea is your child 

can choose an activity a week which they would like to attempt. Any homework presented in class will be 

rewarded. It will encourage the children to become more confident speaking about their learning and 

achievements in front of others. The presenting of homework will only be encouraged and not forced. We are 

aware speaking out is not everyone’s cup of tea and the children will also be rewarded for homework which is 

privately shown to me.  

If you have any queries or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or catch me on the playground at 

the beginning or end of the school day when I am available for more detailed discussions by appointment. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Miss Barber and Mrs Jeffery  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


