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Dear Parents and families,  

 

I would like to start by wishing everyone a happy near year. Due to the depth of the topic and scope for learning, 

the children will be continuing the topic of Africa this term. There are many areas we can learn about with greater 

depth, to really understand how a different country lives when comparing it to the lives we live. The children have 

returned with enthusiasm and drive, which is brilliant to see. We will be using this to continue enhancing their 

growth mindset and reinforcing the importance of learning with a positive attitude.  

 

In maths this term, the children will begin by consolidating and extending their skills of multiplication and 

division, using and applying their skills to convert between different units of measurement. Doing this will help the 

children with their mental maths skills, as well as improving their times tables knowledge. This will progress onto 

the children understanding the method for working out perimeter, area and volume of various shapes, with the 

challenging opportunity to use a formula to solve complex questions. The main focus area for this term will be 

geometry. The children will be learning about shapes, angles, measurements and how to use the appropriate tool to 

find a specific measurement. Year 6 children will also be given booster sessions in order to learn skills specifically 

targeted for their year group in order to start the process of preparing for SATs. During these sessions, year 5 

children will working on the same subjects with Miss Kennelly focusing on age appropriate skills and tasks, all 

planned for in full cooperation with myself. 

 

In English lessons, the children will be developing their writing skills through a variety of genres, including: diary 

entries, instructions and newspaper reports. A majority of the writing will be linked to our topic of Africa, in 

particular looking at Nelson Mandela and how he is still an inspiration to the African culture. Throughout this 

process, the children will have opportunities to improve their GHASP (grammar, handwriting, spelling, 

punctuation) in stand-alone lessons and through application in daily writing activities across the curriculum. This 

terms focus will be upon ensuring that the children understand grammar techniques that are used to engage a reader 

in their work, but also how to successfully self-asses their work in order to improve their writing. It is important for 

the children to use the school’s value of reflectiveness in order to challenge other children and themselves, to 

improve their learning. Again, children will be given booster sessions in order to address areas that are challenging 

for them.  

 

As we continue our focus on reading this year, I would like to take the opportunity to reinforce the importance of 

the children reading regularly at home. They are rewarded for this, as it’s important for the children to understand 

that reading will help them in all areas of their learning. The children are aware of this expectation and understand 

that it is their responsibility to read at home and fill out their reading records with accuracy. The reading records 

are checked on a regular basis to ensure that all children are reading an appropriate book, at the correct level of 

challenge, but are also developing their comprehension skills with their written comments. Thank you for your on-

going support with this and I look forward to seeing this continue and improve throughout the term. Within school, 

children will be taught specific comprehension skills and will frequently engage with a variety of high quality texts 

in order to apply these skills. At the end of last term, the school reflected on the impact guided reading was having 

on the children and have now adapted the daily timetable to ensure that sessions occur at least three times a week. 

Doing this ensures that the children are being asked high quality questions about a text they are reading, but also 

allows adults to listen to individual readers more regularly. This is an exciting process that we believe will have a 

huge impact on the children’s progress. 
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As already mentioned, during this first term the children will again study ‘Africa’, with the focus being upon the 

development of their geography skills. Throughout this topic, the children will be learning about where Africa is 

on a map; how Africa differs to the UK and how areas within Africa are also very different. The children will 

understand more about physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. However it is 

important for them to also understand human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 

activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

 

 

Science this term will be based upon the circulatory system. This is another area that will be continued and 

extended, as there are many exciting things for the children to learn, regarding the human body. The children will 

be learning about the different sections of the heart, as well as how the heart functions. We will go into depth about 

the lungs and how blood vessels have a major role in blood transportation. This will be related to PE lessons 

throughout the term, so the children can experiment with how their bodies adapt when taking part in exercise, as 

well as using research to find out how harmful substances have been proven to have a different impact on the body. 

 

This term in ICT, the children will be learning to use a range of devices and skills involving statistics and analysis. 

This will be linked to Science, as the children will be creating line graphs in an investigation to show how pulse 

rate differs during exercise. ICT skills will also be linked to geography in terms of comparing population sizes with 

bar charts/pie charts. 

 

PE will continue to be taught on a Wednesday with Miss Wozniak and myself and this term will focus on balance 

and flexibility skills through gymnastics. On Tuesdays, the children will have a PE lesson with me that will be 

based upon different sports that involve teamwork. We will be looking at activities that involve practical problems 

using hoops and beanbags, as well as more traditional team games, such as dodgeball and benchball. 

 

Big write will continue to take place on alternate Fridays, which in turn means that talk homework will continue to 

be given to the children to complete every other Thursday. The children’s weekly homework will also be given out 

on a Thursday and is expected back the following Monday. 

 

I look forward to yet another exciting and engaging term. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

Regards, 

 

Miss Mikaela Dixon, Miss Hannah Kennelly and Mrs Trish Jeffery  
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