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Dear Parents and families,  

 

Welcome back to Meerkat class; we hope you have had a relaxing and enjoyable half term. This term the children 

will be continuing their hard work and challenging themselves across all areas of the curriculum. For a majority of 

English and Maths lessons, the class will be split in order to ensure the year 5’s are learning the skills and 

objectives specific to their curriculum, but also so the year 6 children can be given more focused learning in 

preparation for the upcoming SATs. Mrs Kennelly will be working with the year 5 children. 

 

In maths this term, the children will be recapping their knowledge of fractions with further development in terms 

of converting to decimals and percentages. The children will need to use their skills of multiplication, division, 

addition and subtraction in order to successfully progress their understanding in this area of learning. We will be 

focusing on using a variety of mental maths starters, in order to improve the children’s rapid recall of times tables, 

which in turn will improve other areas of their maths. The year 5 children will then progress onto number and 

place value, with particular focus on understanding and using negative numbers, but also roman numerals. These 

children will end the term by consolidating and extending their skills of multiplication and division, using and 

applying these to successfully explore short and long multiplication but also division. On the other hand, after 

learning fractions, the year 6 children will progress onto ratio and proportion, with particular focus on solving 

problems that have missing values, which can be found using multiplication and division facts. These children will 

end the term by learning algebra, which will consist of using formulas to express missing numbers problems. Year 

6 children will also be given booster sessions in order to learn skills specifically targeted at their year group, in 

order to start the process of preparing for SATs. During these sessions, year 5 children will be working with Miss 

Kennelly, focusing on age appropriate skills and tasks, all planned for in full cooperation with myself. 

 

In English this term, the children will be developing their writing skills through a variety of genres, including: 

poetry, explanation texts, biographies and autobiographies.  A majority of the writing will be linked to other areas 

of the curriculum such as science and history. Throughout this term, the children will have opportunities to 

improve their GHASP (grammar, handwriting, spelling, punctuation) in stand-alone lessons and through 

application in daily writing activities across the curriculum. This terms focus will be upon ensuring that the 

children understand grammar techniques expected for their year group and to use these across all areas of work. 

The children will also have extra GHASP learning incorporated into their guided reading sessions each week. 

Again, it is important here for the children to use the school’s value of reflectiveness in order to challenge other 

children and themselves, to improve their learning. Like above, year 6 children will on occasion be taken out in 

groups during English lessons in order to boost their learning for SATs. 

 

As we continue our focus on reading this year, I would like to take the opportunity to reinforce the importance of 

the children reading regularly at home. They are rewarded for this, as it’s important for the children to understand 

that reading will help them in all areas of their learning. The children are aware of this expectation and understand 

that it is their responsibility to read at home and fill out their reading records with accuracy. The reading records 

are checked on a regular basis to ensure that all children are reading an appropriate book, at the correct level of 

challenge, but are also developing their comprehension skills with their written comments. Thank you for your on-

going support with this and I look forward to seeing this continue and improve throughout the term. Within school, 

children will be taught specific comprehension skills and will frequently engage with a variety of high quality texts 

in order to apply these skills. We have also invested in a learning programme called ‘Success Maker’, which 

allows the children to develop their understanding through answering questions given to them on the laptop. This 

results in the programme allowing the adults to identify specific areas each child finds challenging, which in turn 

allows the children to receive specific individualised tasks or support in order to develop that skill.  
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Our topic this term is ‘The changing power of the Monarchs’ and will be a history based area of learning. The 

children will research and understand all of the significant British Monarchs, dating back to 1066. Throughout this 

topic the children will be linking their work to other areas of the curriculum, for example writing biographies in 

English. A focus for this term is ensuring that the children are challenging themselves in these areas of learning, as 

well as English, maths and reading. The children are aware that the learning expectations are the same throughout 

the day and foundation subjects should also result in high quality outcomes with the same high standards. 
 

In Science this term the children will be learning about light. The children will learn about difference sources of 

light, how we see, reflections, refractions, colour and shadows. We will be relating this to other areas of the 

curriculum, such as looking into when light was researched? Who invented the light bulb? And how light and its 

uses have developed as time has moved forward.  

 

PE will continue to be taught on a Wednesday with Miss Wozniak and myself and this term will focus on co-

ordination and speed work through hockey. On Tuesdays, the children will have a PE lesson with me that will be 

based upon different sports that involve teamwork. We will be looking at activities that involve practical problems 

using hoops and beanbags, as well as more traditional team games, such as dodgeball. 

 

Big write will continue to take place on alternate Fridays, which in turn means that talk homework will continue to 

be given to the children to complete every other Thursday. The children’s weekly homework will also be given out 

on a Thursday and is expected back the following Monday. 

 

I look forward to yet another exciting and engaging term. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

Regards, 

 

Miss Mikaela Dixon, Miss Hannah Kennelly and Mrs Trish Jeffery  

mailto:admin@bratton.wilts.sch.uk
http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/

