
Modal Verbs 

Section A – Underline the modal verbs in these sentences. 
Circle the verb that they are they modifying. 

 
1. I think Percy will have special powers. 

2. Yancy Academy could let Percy back in if they find out about Mrs Dodds. 

3. We must finish the book to find out what happens. 

4. Percy ought to control his temper better. 

5. Nancy Bobofit should be avoided at all costs. 

6. Percy might have less nightmares if he avoids eating cheese. 

 
Section B – Can you choose the best modal verb?  
(For greater challenge – do not re-use modal verbs!) 
 

 
 

1. Percy __________ get to the camp safely.  [certain] 

2. He _____________ be happy there. [not certain] 

3. He _____________ learn about the camp from Grover. [ability]  

4. Grover _____________ keep Percy under observation at school. [obligation] 

5. Grover __________ admit that Mrs Dodds was real. [obligation] 

6. Percy _____________ hear a strange bellowing in the darkness. [ability] 

Section C – Now write your own predictions and thoughts about the book. (Use modal verbs) 

 

Unit 2 Day 1

Certainty 

may might 

would shall 

will 

Ability 

can 

could 

Obligation 

must 

should 

ought (to) 



Modal Verbs - Answers 

Section A – Underline the modal verbs in these sentences. 
Circle the verb that they are they modifying. 

 
1. I think Percy will have special powers. 

2. Yancy Academy could let Percy back in if they find out about Mrs Dodds. 

3. We must finish the book to find out what happens. 

4. Percy ought to control his temper better. 

5. Nancy Bobofit should be avoided at all costs. 

6. Percy might have less nightmare if he avoids eating cheese. 

 
Section B – Can you choose the best modal verb?  
(For greater challenge – do not reuse modal verbs!) 
 

 
 

1. Percy will/shall get to the camp safely.  [certain] 

2. He may/might be happy there. [not certain] 

3. He can/could learn about the camp from Grover. [ability]  

4. Grover must keep Percy under observation at school. [very strong obligation] 

5. Grover should/ought to admit that Mrs Dodds was real. [some obligation] 

6. Percy can/could hear a strange bellowing in the darkness. [ability] 

Section C – Now write your own predictions and thoughts about the book. (Use modal verbs) 

 

 

 

Certainty 

may might 

would shall 

will 

Ability 

can 

could 

Obligation 

must 

should 

ought (to) 


