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Chapter 4 – My Mother Teaches me Bullfighting

we tore through the night along dark country roads wind slammed 
against the camaro rain lashed the windshield i didn't know how my 
mom could see anything, but she kept her foot on the gas every time 
there was a flash of lightning i looked at grover sitting next to me in 
the backseat and i wondered if i'd gone insane or if he was wearing 
some kind of shag carpet pants but no the smell was one i 
remembered from kindergarten field trips to the petting zoo lanolin 
like from wool the smell of a wet barnyard animal all I could think to 
say was so you and my mom... know each other? grovers eyes flitted to 
the rearview mirror though there were no cars behind us not exactly 
he said

Read through and add punctuation to make the passage make sense. 
Remember:
capital letters full stops commas apostrophes

speech marks



How did you do?

We tore through the night along dark country roads. Wind 
slammed against the Camaro. Rain lashed the wind-shield. I 
didn't know how my mom could see anything, but she kept her 
foot on the gas. Every time there was a flash of lightning, I 
looked at Grover sitting next to me in the backseat and I
won-dered if I'd gone insane, or if he was wearing some kind of 
shag-carpet pants. But, no, the smell was one I remem-bered
from kindergarten field trips to the petting zoo— lanolin, like 
from wool. The smell of a wet barnyard animal.
All I could think to say was, "So, you and my mom... know each 
other?"
Grover's eyes flitted to the rearview mirror, though there were 
no cars behind us. "Not exactly," he said.



Making a prediction

"We're almost there," my mother said, ignoring my 
question. "Another mile. Please. Please. Please."
I didn't know where there was, but I found myself leaning 
forward in the car, anticipating, wanting us to arrive.  

What happens next? 
Do they make it to summer camp?  What is it like and why did his 

mum not want him to go? Will the storm (and whatever is causing it) 
catch them? What will happen if they arrive? Will it be safe? Will mum 
stay with him/go home? What happens to the Camero?

Think about the answers to these questions to plan your 
prediction.



Writing our prediction

We are going to write the next paragraph(s) of the 
story.  All the way through so far there has been a 
mixture of dialogue, action and description.  

We are going to do the same. 

This is a really tense part of the story.  We need to 
think about how our language shows that. 



Sentence openers. 

Where?

Inside the derelict cabin, 

Beside the eerie graveyard, 

Opposite the crooked trees, 

Behind the peculiar figure, 

Under the creaking ceiling, 

Different adverbs, 

Suddenly, 

At that exact moment, 

Anxiously,  

Charging aggressively, 

Can you include a list? 

Eerily, he could hear numerous sounds from the top floor: 

Striding forwards, he could just make out a few objects in the 

underground railway:

Subordinate clause

When the ________________________________________________,

Even though he was absolutely petrified,  

After the blood-red moon had lowered in the pitch black 

sky, 

Verbs/Adjectives

Trembling, 

Petrified, 

Panicking, 

Enraged, 

New Paragraph 

Moments later, 

At precisely 7:30 PM, 

As midnight approached, 



Task 

Write your continuation of the story using a range of 
sentence openers. 

When you finish read back through and check for:

Full stops capital letters commas apostrophes
speech marks

Then flick back to the previous slide – have you 
included a range of openers? 


