
Meerkat reading and spelling  
Week 2 – 08.06.20 

Thank you for all of your on-going hard work! 
 

This weekly home learning document will consist of 3 reading 
activities, as well as 2 spelling lessons that alternate each day. 

 
 Again, please photograph or scan completed work as we would 

love to see your learning journey across the week. 
If you have any questions regarding the activities set, please email 

us:  
meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk  

Thank you,  
Mrs Stokes and Mrs Jeffery 
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The answers are on the next 2 slides… 



Page 1 answers 



Page 2 answers 



Spelling – Activity 1  
Look, say, cover, write and check - This is probably the most 

common strategy used to learn spellings.  

• Look: first look at the whole word carefully and if there is one 
part of the word that is difficult, look at that part in more detail.  

• Say: say the word as you look at it, using different ways of 
pronouncing it if that will make it more memorable.  

• Cover: cover the word.  

• Write: write the word from memory, saying the word as you do 
so.  

• Check: Have you got it right? If yes, try writing it again and 
again! If not, start again – look, say, cover, write, check.   
Use this spelling strategy for the spellings you got 

incorrect last time (10 maximum). If you didn’t get any 
incorrect, try it for spellings you know you find 

challenging. 



Reading – Activity 2  

Writing a book review  
 
Why do we write book reviews? 

• To share our opinion of books 

• To recommend a book that we liked 

• To encourage others to read 
 
Look at the example on the next page or click the following link, to 
have a look at some examples of book reviews written by other 
children.  
https://www.spaghettibookclub.org/reviewer.php 
 

• What do you think? 

• What features/ techniques have they used?  

https://www.spaghettibookclub.org/reviewer.php


Holes 
Written by Louis Sachar 

Reviewed by Phoebe C. (age 11) 

Stanley Yelnats has never been very lucky. That's because he is under a curse, a 
curse that started with his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing great-great-
grandfather. Stanley is unjustly accused of stealing! He is sent to Camp Green Lake, 
where there is a dried up lake, and a myriad of holes. Stanley is forced to dig holes 
to build character. The holes must be five feet wide, and five feet deep.  
 
Soon, Stanley realises that he is not digging holes to improve his character. 
Someone is looking for something, hidden somewhere in the dry expanse that was 
once a sea-green lake. Then, something happens to his best friend, and Stanley 
ends up on the most dangerous and amazing journey of his life. 
 
I loved this book. It had adventure, romance, and comedy. I think that both boys 
and girls would like it, because it's about a lot of different characters.  

Example (page 1 of 2) 



My favourite characters were Kate Barlow and Zero Zeroni. Kate Barlow was a brave 
woman with opinions of her own and the love of Onion Sam kept her dreams alive. 
Zero was one of the boys at Camp Green Lake. He hardly ever spoke, so everyone 
thought he was stupid. He was really very smart, and turned out to be a great 
friend. 
 
When I read this book, I felt many different emotions. Sometimes I laughed, and 
other times I cried, and every once in a while I squeaked like a mouse, scared or 
excited for the characters as if I were right there with them.  
 
When I started reading it, I couldn't stop, and my mum had to pry it out of my hands. 
It really made me think. I realised how lucky I was to have warm water, to have clean 
clothes, and especially to have the freedom to be friends with anyone I chose.  
 
I recommend this book to anyone who likes adventure, friendship and superstition. 
It has a curse, an unusual group of friends, and some fantastic characters. Holes is a 
great book! 
 

Example (page 2 of 2) 



What we need to include: 
1. Author and title of the book. 
2. A mini summary of the book/main events. 
3. Information/opinions of characters. 
4. Your favourite part of the book. 
5. Your thoughts on anything that could be improved. 
6. Would you recommend the book? Who would you 

recommend it for?  

Your task 
Write a book review about ‘The Lost Thing’, using the 
information above and the example on the previous slides.  
Extra challenge – Include parenthesis in your book review, 
like you did in your English work last week. I have included 
a parenthesis recap on the next slide. 



Parenthesis recap 



Spelling - Activity 2  
Spellings with the ending –ible or –able 

-able 
• Spellings with ‘-able’ are more common than ‘-ible’.  

• The ‘-able’ ending is usually used (but not always) if a 
complete root word can be heard before it. For 
example enjoy=enjoyable. 

•  In some cases the ending of the root word may 
change, for example, rely=reliable.  

Example words = adorable, forgivable and disposable. 
 

 



-ible 

• The ‘-ible’ spelling is common if a complete 
root word cannot be heard before it (but not 
without exception, for example sensible).  

Example words = horrible, terrible and  possible. 

 



Matching game – you will need a 
partner. 

1. On one piece of paper write –ible and on another piece 
of paper write –able.  

2. Draw a table with 2 columns. At the top of one column 
write-ible and at the top of the other column write –able. 

3. Your partner will read a word to you (from the next slide) 
and you need to hold up whether that word will have an 
–ible or –able spelling.  

4. You partner will tell you if you are correct/incorrect and 
then you can write that word in the correct column.  

Top tip – remember that if you can hear the root word then 
the most common spelling rule is –able.   

 

 



Spellings – please read in a random 
order 

-able 

• adorable, forgivable, disposable, valuable, 
breakable, identifiable, respectable and 
agreeable. 

-ible 

• horrible, terrible, possible, edible, reversible, 
incredible, invincible and legible.   

 



Reading  - 
Activity 3   

 Here are two 
accounts of the 

same event. 

 

As you read them, 
notice how they 

describe the same 
experience in 

different ways. 



Answer the 
following 
questions. 

 
The answers are on 

the next slide. 



Answers 


