
Meerkat Reading and Spelling  
Week 4 – 22.06.20 

Thank you for all of your on-going hard work! 
 

This weekly home learning document will consist of 3 reading 
activities, as well as 2 spelling lessons that alternate each day. 

 
 Again, please photograph or scan completed work as we would 

love to see your learning journey across the week. 
If you have any questions regarding the activities set, please email 

us:  
meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk   

Thank you,  
Mrs Stokes and Mrs Jeffery 

 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Reading activity 1 – Inference 
(Page 1 of 5) 

Inference = a conclusion reached based on evidence and reasoning. 
 
Example:  
• The thunder boomed and my dog ran away and sat under my bed, 

shaking like a leaf.  
Answer : 
• I can infer that the dog is scared. I think this because it said the dog 

ran and that he was shaking like a leaf. Both of these actions show 
being scared. 

 

Your task:  Read each passage and then respond to the 
questions (next 3 pages). Each question will ask you to explain 

your answer by referencing the text (using the information from 
the paragraph). 



Part  1 (Page 2 of 5)  
Miya came out of the bathroom with tears in her eyes. She ran down to 
the café and asked the staff if they had any rice. Fortunately for Miya, 
Ms. Lucille did. Ms. Lucille filled a red plastic cup about half way with 
white rice grains and handed it to Miya. Miya pulled a damp phone 
from out of her back pocket and pushed it into the dry rice grains inside 
of the plastic cup. She sincerely thanked Ms. Lucille and then went back 
to class. She felt relieved, but she was still a little worried.  

Questions:  

1. a) Why is Miya upset at the beginning of the passage? 

b) How do you know this? 

2.  a) Why does Miya put her phone in a cup of rice?  

b) How do you know this?  

3. a) Why is Mia relieved but still worried at the end of the text?  

b) How do you know this?  

 



Part 2 (Page 3 of 5)  
Otto stuffed another candy bar in his mouth. He lay sprawled on the 
floor with his back against his bed. Candy wrappers surrounded him. His 
shirt was caught in the folds of his belly and he had melted chocolate all 
over his face and hands. "Ugh…" he groaned weakly as he struggled to 
finish chewing. Suddenly, the front door opened. "Otto, I'm home!" It 
was his mum. Otto rolled almost gracefully from his sprawled position 
and began kicking the candy wrappers under his bed. As she walked 
slowly up the stairs to his room, he managed to get all of the wrappers 
under the bed and then he threw a blanket over them. She opened the 
door, took one look at his face, and knew. 

Questions: 

4. a) Why does Otto act guiltily when his mum comes home? 

b) How do you know this?  

5. a) How did Otto's mum know what he was doing?  

b) How do you know this?  

 



Part 3 (Page 4 of 5)  
Shawn sat in his seat as the morning bell rang and released a big yawn. He rubbed his eyes 
and could feel how baggy they were. He stretched as the teacher went to the front of the class 
and began talking, "Good morning, students! I'll take attendance while you start working on 
that test that I promised you." The class let out a collective groan, but Shawn's eyes widened. 
He began rummaging through his backpack and pulled out a crumpled notebook with part of 
the cover torn off it. He frantically rifled through the pages, many of which were filled with 
just a few words or doodles. The teacher looked directly at Shawn as he said, "OK, class, put 
your notes away and clear off your desks. It's test time." Shawn began looking around the 
room frantically. He saw Cassie sitting next to him. Shawn whispered, "Psst... Cassie." She 
turned to him with a scowl. His eyes pleaded with hers. "Not gonna happen, Shawn," Cassie 
said loudly. This startled Shawn and he jumped in his seat. The teacher looked at Shawn again, 
"No more talking class.“ 

Questions:  
6. a) Was Shawn up late last night studying for the test?  

b) How do you know this? 
7. a) Why does Shawn suddenly liven up when the teacher announces the test?  

b) How do you know this? 
8.  a) What did Shawn want from Cassie?  

b) How do you know this? 



Answers - yours do not have to be word for word, 
just contain the key themes and ideas (Page 5 of 5) 

1a) Miya has got her phone wet, probably in the toilet or the sink. 
1b) I know this because it says she is crying as she leaves the bathroom and she heads immediately to try fixing it. 
 
2a) Miya is trying to fix her phone. 
2b) I know this because rice is sometimes used to extract the moisture from wet electronics. 
 
3a) Miya is relieved that she has tried to fix her device, but she is worried that it still might not work.  
3b)I know this because her mood improves after she puts her phone in a cup of rice. 
 
4a) Otto must be violating/ignoring a rule.  
4b) I know this because he attempts to hide the evidence of his eating/binging. 
 
5a) Otto’s mum knew what he was doing because he had melted chocolate on his face. 
5b) I know this because he was too busy cleaning up the wrappers to remember to clean up his face. 
 
6a) Shawn was not up late studying. 
6b) I know this because he seems surprised that they are having a test. He also scrambles as soon as the teacher 
announces the test. 
 
7a) Shawn is trying to get prepared very quickly. 
7b) I know this as he is rifling through a notebook and his teacher tells him to put it away. 
 
8a) Shawn wanted her to help him cheat. 
8b) I know this because he is really unprepared for the test and jumps nervously after she loudly responds to his 
whispers. 



Spelling – Activity 1    
Adding suffixes to words ending in –fer rules:  

Click on the link below to watch a video explaining suffixes to words 
ending in –fer. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqqsw6f/articles/zcsyjty 

• If the ‘fer’ syllable is stressed, double the last letter before 
adding suffix.  

E.g. In the word prefer, the syllable fer is stressed so when adding 
suffixes –ing or –ed, the r letter is double. Preferring, preferred  

• If the ‘fer’ syllable is not stressed, you just add the suffix.  

E.g. In the word preference, the ‘fer’ syllable is not stressed so you 
just add the suffix –ence without doubling the r.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqqsw6f/articles/zcsyjty


Task 1: Fill in the blanks 

transfer     transferred     transferring     transference  

prefer        preferred        preferring         preference 

refer          ________       __________      ___________ 

infer          ________       __________     ___________ 

defer        _________     __________     ___________ 

confer      _________    ___________   ____________ 

Is there a pattern? What is it? 
 

If you don’t know what any of these words mean, you may 
want to use the online dictionary to find out.   



Task 2: 

Write your own sentence for each of these words:  

transfer     transferred     transferring     transference  

prefer        preferred        preferring         preference    

 

Mrs Stokes’ example for the first word: 

We need to transfer all the work from one memory 
stick to the other – how annoying! 



Reading – Activity 2  

Today you are going to describe the 
feelings/emotions in a text.  
 
You will find your activity and the instructions 
for it on our class page. 
https://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/meerkat-
class/ 
 
You need to read the first page then describe 
the feelings of each character on the page after. 
  
 

https://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/meerkat-class/
https://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/meerkat-class/
https://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/meerkat-class/


Spelling – Activity 2    
You will need a partner for this activity.  

Below, your partner will find a list of 4 suffixes. 

 

 

They need to add each suffix to the words below 
and read them to you for you to spell. For a 

challenge, mix up the order of reading the words. 

There will be 12 words in total. 

 



Reading - Activity 3 
Sometimes we can tell how the characters are feeling 
based on how the author has written about their 
movements/body language/actions.  

For example:  

The king was biting his nails and pacing the corridor.  

This suggests that the king could be feeling: nervous, 
anxious, scared, fearful or worried etc. 

 

I call these ‘show and not tell’ sentences because we are 
showing the reader the feelings without actually telling 
them.   

 



Your task 

Write a detailed ‘show and not tell’ sentence 
about each of the feelings below: 

• Happy  

• Tired  

• Angry  

• Sad  

• Nervous  

• Disappointed  

• Cold  

• Hot  

 


