
Meerkat Reading and Spelling  
Week 7 – 13.07.20 

Thank you for all of your on-going hard work! 
 

This weekly home learning document will consist of 3 reading 
activities, as well as 2 spelling lessons that alternate each day. 

 
 Again, please photograph or scan completed work as we would 

love to see your learning journey across the week. 
If you have any questions regarding the activities set, please email 

us:  
meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk   

Thank you,  
Mrs Stokes and Mrs Jeffery 

 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Reading - Activity 1 

For this activity, you will need to click on the 
comprehension task that is on the class 

webpage called ‘Listen to the Moon’.  
 
 

You will need to write your answers on paper 
and make sure they are in full sentences.  

 
The answers are on the next slide. 



Reading Activity 1 Answers: 
Retrieving Information 

1. Use a dictionary to find the definition of: 

a) Fronds: a long, thin leaf of a plant 

b) Intently: in a way that gives all your attention to something 

c) Perplexed: confused, because something is difficult to 
understand or solve 

2. Find and copy a word that shows the noise that Alfie hears is a 
sad one. A word that shows the noise that Alfie hears is a sad 
one is ‘whimpering’. 

3. What is the relationship between Jim and Alfie? The 
relationship between Jim and Alfie is that they are father (Jim) 
and son (Alfie). 



Reading Activity 1 Answers: 
Making Inferences 

4. How do you know that Alfie spends a lot of time out on the coast? I 
know that Alfie spends a lot of time out on the coast because he is 
familiar with all of the usual sounds that the coastal animals and 
birds make. 

5. Have Alfie and Jim just arrived or have they been out for a while? 
How do you know? Alfie and Jim have been out for a while. I know 
this because the opening line of the extract says ‘It was a long while 
later…’, implying that they have been fishing for some time. 

6. Why do you think that Alfie whispers to his father at the end of the 
extract? I think that Alfie whispers to his father at the end of the 
extract because an unknown person – probably a child – is on the 
island, which we are told is ‘hardly possible’, and Alfie is scared. 



Reading Activity 1 Answers: 
Writer’s Choices/Challenge Question 

7. Why do you think the writer has started with the line, “It was a long 
while later that Alfie first heard it.”? What mood does this create? I 
think this line creates a mood of suspense and waiting – they are 
waiting patiently for a long time to catch a fish, but they hear a 
strange noise instead.  

8. Why do you think the author describes the weed as “waving 
mockingly”? I think the weed is ‘waving mockingly’ because it is 
mocking them for not being able to catch a fish – and the fish are 
probably hiding in the weed! 

9. Why might Jim think that is not possible for a child to be on the island? 
I think Jim thinks that it is not possible for a child to be on the island 
because the island is probably only accessible by boat, and a child 
could not get there without a boat and an adult to drive the boat. 

 



Spelling - Activity 1  
Identify the incorrect spellings in the text below and 

correct them. The answers are on the next slide. 
 
Won fine day when the son was shining weigh up in the sky, a 
pear of hairs came hopping buy. Watching them from behind a 
fur tree was an enormous grizzly bare. He had bean keeping an 
I on them four about a weak from his cave in the hills. Now 
hear was his chance for a peace of succulent hair pie for tee. 
 
He crept from his hiding plaice and charged at the hairs. They 
took too there heals and ran for the mane rode. Luckily, a 
passing van stopped and gave the hairs a lift and saved they’re 
skins.   
 



Spelling - Activity 1 - Answers  
Identify the incorrect spellings in the text below and 

correct them. The answers are on the next slide. 
 
One fine day when the sun was shining way up in the sky, a 
pair of hares came hopping by. Watching them from behind a 
fir tree was an enormous grizzly bear. He had been keeping an 
eye on them for about a week from his cave in the hills. Now 
here was his chance for a piece of succulent hare pie for tea. 
 
He crept from his hiding place and charged at the hares. They 
took to their heels and ran for the main road. Luckily, a 
passing van stopped and gave the hares a lift and saved their 
skins.   
 



Reading – Activity 2  
Read the text and answer the questions on the next slide.  

Kidnapped 
Somebody was coming up the stairs! Ducking down behind an old crate, we waited. I could feel my 
heart thumping like a bass drum. What if we were caught? The strange girl glanced at me through 
the semi-gloom and grinned.  
  
Gradually, the door opened and we could hear someone tiptoeing in. There was a pause and then a 
torch flickered on. After a few moments, the light switched off. Then the door shut and the footsteps 
clicked back down the stairs. Relieved, I let out a sigh. As we clambered out of the window and 
slithered down the wet roof, I was trying to remember how I had got into such a mess.  
  
It had only been half an hour ago when Mum had sent me down to the chippie with a tenner. When I 
reached the roundabout, I couldn’t help looking at the old house, although it wasn’t much to look at. 
It was then that I’d seen it: a light at the window. Then I saw a face. I stood there staring. It was a girl; 
she was mouthing a word and the word was, ‘HELP’.  
  
That’s how it happened. I’d broken in round the back through a smashed window, despite the risk of 
being cut. Half a minute later and I’d found her, a trapped prisoner in an upstairs room. She’d only 
just finished telling me that she was the American ambassador’s daughter, when the kidnappers 
returned!  
  
So there we were, balancing on the roof, as if we were walking the tight rope. Gripping the loose, 
creaking guttering desperately, I lowered myself down. Five minutes later and we were back at 
Mum’s cosy kitchen. “So Ron, where’s the fish and chips?” she asked, eyeing the girl suspiciously. 
Half an hour after that, her Dad arrived in a shiny embassy limousine. That night it wasn’t just chips 
for tea. He took us all out for a huge banquet. Amazingly, the next day, there I was in the local paper. 
A hero. 



Questions 
In the first paragraph... 
1) How can you tell the boy didn't want to be seen? 
2) What evidence is there to suggest the boy is scared? 
3) Summarise what happens in the second paragraph. 
4) Look at the paragraph beginning It had only been half an hour ago..  how did the boy 
know there was someone trapped in the house? 
  
5)Order these events in the story: 
They escape via the roof. 
The boy notices the girl in the old house. 
Ron is sent to get chippie for tea. 
The girl explains who she is and what has happened. 
The boy broke into the old house. 
They went all went out for a meal to celebrate. 
  
6) The writer uses a flashback in the story. For each sentence say if it is part of the flashback 
or main plot. 
Ron and the girl hide from the kidnappers. 
Ron and the girl are balancing on the roof. 
Ron saw a light in the old house. 
Ron found out he was a local hero. 

 



Answers 
In the first paragraph... 
1) How can you tell the boy didn't want to be seen? I can tell the boy didn’t want 
to be seen because he hid behind an old crate. 
2) What evidence is there to suggest the boy is scared? The evidence that suggests 
the boy is scared is that his heart is racing. We are told that he could feel his 
‘heart thumping like a bass drum’. He also worries about getting caught, ‘What if 
we were caught?’, and expresses his relief when they are not, ‘Relieved, I let out 
a sigh.’ 
3) Summarise what happens in the second paragraph. The boy and girl are hiding. 
Someone comes into the room and has a look around, but doesn’t see them, so 
leaves. The boy and the girl make their escape. 
4) Look at the paragraph beginning It had only been half an hour ago..  how did 
the boy know there was someone trapped in the house? The boy knew there was 
someone trapped in the house because it says that he ‘saw a face’ at the window, 
and ‘it was a girl’. Furthermore, we are also told that the girl was ‘mouthing a 
word and the word was, ‘HELP’.’, so it is clear that she is trapped in the house, 
and isn’t just exploring the house or living there.  
 
  



Answers 
5)Order these events in the story: 
Ron is sent to get chippie for tea. 
The boy notices the girl in the old house. 
The boy broke into the old house. 
The girl explains who she is and what has happened. 
They escape via the roof. 
They went all went out for a meal to celebrate. 
  
6) The writer uses a flashback in the story. For each sentence say if it is part of the flashback 
or main plot. 
Ron and the girl hide from the kidnappers. = main plot 
Ron and the girl are balancing on the roof. = main plot 
Ron saw a light in the old house. = flashback 
Ron found out he was a local hero. = main plot 

 



Spelling Activity 2 (page 1) 

 



Spelling Activity 2 (page 2) 

 

The answers are on the next slide… 



Answers     Page 1                                                 Page 2   



Reading Activity 3  

Log in to Reading Eggspress and choose a book 
to read in the library.  

 

Once you have read a book, I would like you to 
write a summary.  

 

There is an example on the next slide… 



Reading Activity 3 –  
Book Summary Example: 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 
 After murdering Harry's parents, evil Lord Voldemort puts a killing curse on Harry, 
then just a baby. The curse backfires, defeating Voldemort and searing a lightning-bolt scar 
on the baby's forehead. Harry is left at the doorstep of his aunt and uncle, the Dursleys. For 
10 years, Harry lives in the cupboard under the stairs and is subjected to cruel mistreatment 
by Aunt Petunia, Uncle Vernon and their son Dudley. On his 11th birthday, Harry receives a 
letter inviting him to study magic at the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. 
 Harry discovers that not only is he a wizard, but he is a famous one. He meets two 
best friends, Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger, and makes his first enemy, Draco Malfoy. 
At Hogwarts, the three friends are all placed into Gryffindor house. Harry has a knack for 
the school sport, Quidditch, and is recruited onto the Gryffindor team as its star Seeker. 
 Perusing the restricted section in the library, Harry discovers that the Sorcerer's 
Stone produces the Elixir of Life, which gives its drinker the gift of immortality. After 
realizing that Voldemort might be after the stone, Albus Dumbledore had it moved it to 
Hogwarts for safekeeping. 
 Harry finds out that when she died, Lily Potter transferred to her son an ancient 
magical protection from Voldemort's lethal spells. This protection is what allowed Harry as 
an infant to survive Voldemort's attack. It also helps Harry keep Voldemort from possessing 
the Stone, which Dumbledore agrees to destroy. 
 


