
Meerkat Topic- Week 2 – 27.04.20 
This PowerPoint consists of various activities such as 

Geography, Science, PE, DT and Art for the week.  
Time taken on each activity will vary depending on the 
subject. As a result, I will state on each slide how long 

each activity should be. 
Some activities may involve more than one task.  

All work should be done on paper if possible or in a 
notebook for work to be kept together. 

If it is possible, please photograph or scan completed 
work as this will show me how the week went, allowing 

me to provide feedback.  
If you have any questions regarding the activities set, 

please email me: 
 meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

Thank you,  
Mrs Stokes 

 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


 

Rainforests – 
Geography Lesson 2 

(Approx.1 hour but could need 
more, if so please do revisit 

this across the week) 



Why are rainforests important? 

Interesting facts 

• They are home to over half of the world’s animals 
and plants. 

• A quarter of modern medicines contain ingredients 
derived from rainforest plants. 

• Pineapples, potatoes, chocolate and coffee all 
come from the rainforests (so did rice, yams, and 
lots of different nuts and spices). 

• The plants of the rainforest provide 20% of the 
Earth’s oxygen. 

 



Watch the video below. It recaps 
the rainforest layers and give you 
even more interesting facts about 

the rainforest. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continu
e=16&v=UIbplCn8-zs&feature=emb_logo  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=16&v=UIbplCn8-zs&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=16&v=UIbplCn8-zs&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=16&v=UIbplCn8-zs&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=16&v=UIbplCn8-zs&feature=emb_logo


Task 1  
• You are going to choose an animal that lives in 

the rainforest and produce a fact file, giving 
me as much information as you can about that 
animal. 

• The next few slides will give you some 
examples of animals you may want to 
research.  

• After the pictures, I have done an example of 
a fact file to show you. There is even a game 
to play at the end (if you have time). 



Poison arrow frogs 



Female strawberry 
poison dart frog 

transporting 
tadpoles on her 

back. 



Harpy Eagle 



Toucan 



Macaws 



Sloth 



Jaguar 



Emerald tree boa 



Giant anteater 



Red-Bellied Piranha 



Mrs 
Stokes’ 

example 
of a fact 

file: 



If you have any extra time this 
week, why not have a go at this 

rainforest game. 

• https://pbskids.org/plumlanding/games/explo
rer/jungle_rangers.html  

End of Geography lesson 2 

https://pbskids.org/plumlanding/games/explorer/jungle_rangers.html
https://pbskids.org/plumlanding/games/explorer/jungle_rangers.html


Science- Lesson 2 
Approx.1 hour   



Curious Creatures 

• When grouping animals, we know that there 
are 2 main groups of vertebrates and 
invertebrates. Can you remember the 
difference between the two groups?  

 

• Go to the next slide to find out if you were 
correct… 



Answer: Vertebrate (backbone) and 
invertebrates (don’t have a backbone). 

 These groups can be split into smaller groups.  

Invertebrates  

• Insects 

• Arachnids 

• Annelids 

• Molluscs 

• Crustaceans 

• Echinoderms 

 

 

 

 

 

1) What groups 
can vertebrates 
be sorted into? 
Answer is on the 
next slide. 
 



Answer: Vertebrates can be sorted into mammals, 
birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians. 

 



Task 1 (page 1 of 2) 
Read each description and decide what animal group it is. 

For example, label it as:     6) = Fish. 

1) 
 
2) 
 
3) 
 
4) 
 
5) 



Task 1 (page 2 of 2) 

6) 
 
7) 
 
8) 
 
9) 
 
10) 
 
11) 



Task 2  

When a new species of animal is discovered, taxonomists 
observe its characteristics to decide how to classify it. However, 
some animals are so unusual that taxonomists struggle to 
classify them. 
 
The platypus was discovered in 1797, and scientists around the 
world joined the attempt to classify this unusual animal. It 
seemed to have characteristics from several different types of 
animals! 
 
Look at the platypus diagram on the next slide and its 
characteristics. Discuss with someone at home which groups of 
animals this curious creature could fit into. 



The answer on the next slide … 



It took taxonomists and other scientists nearly 100 years 
of discussions and arguments to agree on a classification 

for the platypus! 

Some thought it was a reptile, because it lays eggs. 
Others thought it was a bird, because of its beak shaped 

snout and the facts that it lays eggs and is warm 
blooded. 

It is now agreed that the platypus is a mammal, because 
it has fur, it feeds milk to its young and it is warm 

blooded. It does not have wings or feathers, so can't be a 
bird. It does not have hard scaly skin, so cannot be a 

reptile. 
 



Your task 
Imagine you have discovered a new creature. You will draw a 
picture of your animal and detail its characteristics. Before you 
design it, think about what group of animals it will belong to. 
Make sure you include the characteristics of that group.  

Once you have designed your animal and completed the details, 
try giving it to someone at home you to try and classify your 
animal. This means it needs to be clear which group of animals it is 
part of. 

For example, you may want to design a new species of arachnid. It 
should have 4 pairs of jointed legs and be cold blooded. Its front 
pair of legs may be used to hold its prey. It should not have 
antennae. Your new animal could then be any shape, size or colour 
as long as it displays these characteristics. 

An example template for you to use is on the next slide. 

 



Remember to think of a name for you animal. 

End of Science lesson 2  



DT – Cooking time! 

This week, I am going to set you the task of 
helping your parents/carers create a meal for 
lunch or dinner. This may be making sandwiches 
or helping make an even meal such as pizza or 
spaghetti bolognese.  

I would love to see pictures of what you have 
made! 



PE – up to 1 hour 
IT IS THE MINI OLYMPICS! 

 
We are going to continue with the mini Olympics. The next 
6 slides will give you this weeks activities. Good luck! 
 
Again, at the end of the event, you will be able to reflect on 
how many medals you have won. This will show you which 
skills you are strong at, but also allow you to reflect on 
which area you could practise and improve. 
 



Compass  

Choose 4 items to mark out a 4 point compass 
or diamond shape. Once you have 4 points, get 
someone to call out the names of those items 
and see how fast you can touch them and back 
to the middle. See how many you can do in 1 
minute. 



Plank  

Using a floor space try to see how long you can 
hold the plank position for (see image below). 
Get someone to time you and see if you can go 
for gold! 



Pat ups  

Using the back of your hands, see how many 
times you can tap the ball up between your 
hands. You have 30 seconds. If you drop the ball 
don’t count that one just pick it up then 
continue. 



One leg catch  

Stand on one leg and pass the ball from one 
hand to the other (over the raised leg). See how 
many you can do in 30 seconds.  

 

Clap catch 

Throw the ball in the air (just above head 
height) clap your hands and catch again. See 
how many you can do in 30 seconds.  



Evaluation  
Which activity did you like the most? 

Which activity were you best at? 

Which activity do you think you need to practise 
more?  

Look at the table below, how many medals did 
you earn this week? Remember to add these to 
medals won last week.  



Art  
Approx. 1 hour  



Activity 1 – Super Sketchers 

This week, you are going to use the following link to draw 
some rainforest animals. 

 I would suggest that you use pencils to draw the animals 
so you can rub out any errors and colouring pencils instead 
of the pastels. 

You may find that you have time to draw more than one. I 
can’t wait to see how they turn out. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUYbLx29xlRCWdz
82KooIvoXIAcGspilV  

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUYbLx29xlRCWdz82KooIvoXIAcGspilV
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUYbLx29xlRCWdz82KooIvoXIAcGspilV

